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On July 5 during its upcoming Annual General Assembly at the Vancouver Convention Centre, 
BC, The Doctrine of Recovery will be premiering.  A documentary headlined by Academy of 
Canadian Cinema & Television award-winning actor, Crystle Lightning (Enoch Cree First 
Nation).  
 
The release of The Doctrine of Recovery coincides with Pope Francis’s visit to Canada, when the 
Holy Father is scheduled to meet with a handful of First Nations’ communities following his 
initial apology for the Catholic Church’s central role in the Residential School atrocities that 
continue to traumatize First Nations people. 
 
Dene National and AFN Regional Chief (Northwest Territories), Gerald Antoine, led the AFN 
delegation to the Vatican on March 28 – April 1 which received the Pope’s words, “I am very 
sorry.” It is the longstanding mandate of the AFN for the Inter Caetera Papal Bull of 1493 to be 
rescinded by the Vatican and the Doctrine of Discovery that was based upon it to be revoked. 
 
AFN Regional Chief Antione describes The Doctrine of Recovery as, “A film of immense power 
and importance which communicates the undeniable devastation wrought by the Doctrine of 
Discovery and why the Pope must rescind it.”  Regional Chief Antione will join Kukpi7 Chief 
Judy Wilson, Executive of the Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs, and author Tamara 
Starblanket (Suffer the Little Children – Genocide: Indigenous Nations in the Canadian State) 
for a panel discussion at the conclusion of the film. 
 
“We’ve made a film that urges the restoration of the sacred feminine as a ‘Doctrine of Recovery’ 
for a planet in crisis,” stated Crystle Lightening. In part, the women use Canada’s and America’s 
prized National Parks, Yellowstone and Waterton-Glacier, as microcosms of what became the 
collective Tribal experience of violent dispossession in the continuing imposition of the Doctrine 
of Discovery.  Lightning (Trickster/Yellowstone), the Canadian Screen Awards winner for “Best 
Lead Actress in a Drama Series” in 2021 is joined by a cast and crew of Emmy recipients, 
nominees, and film award-winners. Internationally respected Elder and Environmental 
Ambassador, Casey Camp-Horinek (Reservation Dogs/Avatar: The Last Airbender), and Juliet 
Langley Hayes, presenter of the award-winning MMIWG documentary, Say Her Name, are the 
co-leads. 
 



Georgina Lightning, one of Canada’s First Women of Film and of Indigenous TV and cinema 
across North America, summarizes, “This isn’t your father’s cable TV documentary. There are 
no ‘white experts’ wheeled out to mansplain, no aging white male professors or TV talking heads 
to ‘set the record straight.’ Three generations of First Nations’ women speak to what has gone 
unspoken and expose the influence of founding patriarchs and white supremacy in places most 
never thought to look, and in doing so demonstrate the ongoing destructive formula patterned by 
the Doctrine of Discovery.”  Georgina will be on the red carpet and will introduce her daughter, 
Crystle, and The Doctrine of Recovery. The red carpet is scheduled for 6.30 pm with the program 
beginning at 7 pm. BC-AFN Regional Chief Terry Teegee will open the event. 
 
Watch the trailer here: https://vimeo.com/704670907 
 
Info: www.doctrineofrecovery.com 
 
 
 
 


