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Resolution no. 37/ 2018

TITLE: Supporting Manitoba Region Indian Residential School Health Support Program

SUBJECT: Indian Residential Schools

MOVED BY: Chief WalterJ. Spence, Fox Lake First Nation, MB

SECONDED BY: Chief Derrick Henderson, Sag keeng First Nations ( Fort Alexander), MB

DECISION: Carried by Consensus

171: 14N; F-14

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of indigenous Peoples ( UN Declaration) states: 

i. Article 40, Indigenous peoples have the rights to access to and prompt decision through just and fair
procedures for the resolutions of conflicts and disputes with the States or other parties, as well as to
effective remedies for all infringements of their individual and collective rights. Such a decision shall

give due consideration to the customs, traditions, rules and legal systems of the Indigenous peoples
concerned and international human rights. 

B. In 2007, the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement ( IRSSA) came into effect. The agreement is

between Canada and the Indigenous people of Canada who were removed from their families as children and
placed in Indian Residential Schools ( IRS). 

C. Under the IRSSA, the Government of Canada has a court ordered obligation to provide mental health, 
emotional and cultural support services for former IRS students. The IRS Resolution Health Support Program

IRS RHSP) has played a vital role in supporting survivors of residential school and their families across
Canada. This includes eleven IRS Support Programs in Manitoba for the purpose of providing emotional
support services before, during and after the Independent Assessment Process ( IAP) proceedings to former
IRS Survivors and their families. 
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D. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission' s Call to Action # 21 calls upon the federal government to provide
sustainable funding for existing and new Indigenous healing centres to address the physical, mental, emotional, 
and spiritual harms caused by residential schools. 

E. Despite government efforts to provide redress for harms caused by the IRS system, healing for survivors and
their families and communities is far from over. It is expected that the Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls ( MMIWG) National Inquiry and the ongoing Sixties Scoop court processes will most certainly
open up new wounds and serious trauma. These will be akin to the severity that occurred during the IAP and
TRC hearings, as most of the MMIWG, Sixties Scoop and Day School Scholar Survivors and their families are
themselves survivors, including survivors of the intergenerational effects of residential schools. 

F. Manitoba First Nations` service providers and federal government representatives have noted that demand for
services through the IRS RHSP has not declined. This is despite the fact that the normal IRSSA process is
coming to a close. 

G. AFN Resolution 29/ 2013, Continuation of the Indian Residential School Resolution Health Support Program
Beyond 2016, sought to; 

i. advocate for the reinvestment and continuation of funds to support IRS RHSP beyond 2016; and

ii. document the role that cultural support has played in the healing outcomes of IRS survivors and their
families. 

H. Recently, the Manitoba regional office of the Indigenous Services Canada ( ISC), First Nations and Inuit Health
Branch, announced by letter the shutdown of the IRS RHSP in Northern Manitoba by the end of 2020, and
September 2018 in Southern Manitoba. The southern urban contribution agreement holders were advised that

they will receive funding until September 30, 2018, to provide " appropriate closure of the program" and they
were required to submit a proposal if interested in participating in the " wind -down stage and services transition." 

I. Subsequently, ISC regional representatives made public statements, and confirmed in writing, that the letter
announcing the shutdown of the IRS RHSP in Manitoba should; not have been distributed; is not in line with
what the Manitoba Region wants to do; that funding for the program is still available for the Manitoba Region; 
and that there will be no break in access to funding. 

J, Despite the letter, Manitoba IRS RHSP contribution agreement holders remain concerned that the recent

actions of the ISC- Manitoba Region continue to reflect previous funding management processes that are not
the same in other regions and have resulted in different federal employees working on the file. This has
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resulted in funding delays that forces the agreement holders to cash manage. These processes and practices
continue to work against them and the delivery of support and programming to Survivors. It is another example
of institutional systemic abuse by the Government of Canada that is contrary to the meaning and intent of
reconciliation. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs - in -Assembly: 
1. Call on the Government of Canada to honour the Truth and Reconciliation Commission' s ( TRC) Call to Action

21, so that healing supports for Indian Residential School ( IRS) survivors continue across Canada, regardless
of IRS survivor' s residency, that address the loss of language and identity. 

2. Direct the Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) National Chief to write a letter to the Prime Minister of Canada to
ensure Indigenous Services Canada ( ISC), Manitoba regional office, changes its approach, processes and
practices to the IRS programs, including how the ISC regional office works with agreement holders to change
and improve the process, and that support services continue to be funded and delivered indefinitely in
Manitoba. 

3. Direct the AFN National Chief to meet with Prime Minister of Canada and with First Nations leadership, to
discuss how Canada can meaningfully give effect to reconciliation and TRC Call to Action # 21. 
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