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SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY
DECEMBER 6, 7, & 8, 2016; GATINEAU, QC Resolution no. 112/ 2016

TITLE: Support for Bill C- 318 - An Act to Establish Indian Residential School
Reconciliation and Memorial Day

SUBJECT: Reconciliation, Residential Schools

MOVED BY: Chief Dave Traverse, Kinonjeoshtegon First Nation, MB

SECONDED BY: Charlene Cardinal, Proxy, Beaver Lake Cree Nation, AB

DECISION Carried, 1 abstention

WHEREAS: 

A. The following articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: 
i. Article 8 ( 1): Indigenous people and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced assimilation

or destruction of their culture. 

ii. Article 8 ( 2): States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for: 

a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as distinct peoples, or
of their cultural values or ethnic identities; 

b) Any action which has the aim of or the effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or
resources; 

c) Any form of forced population transfer which has the aim or effect of violating or undermining
any of their rights; 

d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration; 

e) Any form of propaganda designed to promote or incite racial or ethnic discrimination directed
against them. 

Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 8th day of December 2016 in Gatineau, Quebec

PERRY BELLEGARDE, NAITI[ ONAL CHIEF 112 — 2016

Page 1 of 3

Head Office/ Siege Social

Unit 5 — 167 Akwesasne International Rd., Akwesasne, ON K6H 5R7 Telephone: 613- 932-0410 Fax: 613-932-0415
Suite no 5 — 167, chemin Akwesasne International, Akwesasne ( ON) K6H 5R7 T6I6phone: 613- 932- 0410 Te16copieur: 613- 932- 0415



SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY
DECEMBER 6, 7, & 8, 2016; GATINEAU, QC Resolution no. 112/ 2016

iii. Article 15 ( 1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the dignity and diversity of their cultures, traditions, 
histories and aspirations which shall be appropriately reflected in education and public information. 

iv. Article 15 ( 2): States shall take effective measures, in consultation and cooperation with the indigenous
peoples concerned, to combat prejudice and eliminate discrimination and to promote tolerance, 
understanding and good relations among indigenous peoples and all other segments of society. 

B. The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide states that genocide includes
forcibly transferring children from one group to another group. 

C. According to Bill C- 318, which designates the second day of June, in each and every year, as " Indian
Residential School Reconciliation and Memorial Day": 

i. From 1870 to 1996, approximately 150, 000 First Nations, Metis, and Inuit children in Canada were
removed from their families and communities to attend residential schools. 

ii. The goals of the Indian Residential School system —as stated by the Government of Canada in its
statement of apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools, delivered in the House of
Commons on June 11, 2008— was to remove and isolate children from the influence of their homes, 
families, traditions and cultures, and to assimilate them into the dominant culture. 

iii. Through residential schools, many children experienced neglect and suffered emotional, physical and
sexual abuse. 

iv. It is desirable to continue the process of understanding the impact of the removal of children from their
families for placement in residential schools and to promote reconciliation and the healing of wounds. 

V. Setting aside one day each year will: 

i. Provide an opportunity to focus on understanding and reconciliation, which involve showing
respect and empathy for those who suffered as a result of the actions taken to place children in
residential schools. 

ii. Continue the healing of and support for survivors of residential schools, their families, and
communities. 

iii. Reaffirm the importance of safeguarding and protecting Indigenous children from emotional, 
physical, and sexual abuse and the importance of support for families to enable children to have
optimal development and opportunities within their own families and communities. 

iv. Reaffirm, recognize, and acknowledge Indigenous peoples and governments as self-governing
and sovereign. 
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v. Educate all Canadians about the lessons from the Indian Residential Schools system and its

continuing impacts on society. 

vi. The Parliament of Canada supports the work of reconciliation, the necessary ongoing process of truth
telling and healing, and the Crown' s work with the provinces and territories, First Nations, Metis Nation, 
and Inuit to support the revitalization of Indigenous communities so as to enable Indigenous peoples to

reach their full potential and to bolster efforts at reconciliation between Indigenous and non -Indigenous
Canadians. 

vii. The Parliament of Canada reaffirms the importance of honouring the Treaties with Indigenous peoples
of Canada and recognizes the validity and importance of the Treaties in the Crown' s efforts to establish
a nation -to -nation relationship, based on recognition, rights, respect, co- operation, and partnership. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs - in -Assembly: 

1. Support Bill C- 318, An Act to establish Indian Residential School Reconciliation and Memorial Day, as tabled
for first reading on October 31, 2016 in the House of Commons by Robert Falcon -Ouellette, Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg -Centre. 

2. Direct the Assembly of First Nations to lobby the Government of Canada to adopt Bill C- 318 as a government
bill to establish a legislative framework for reconciliation. 
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