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• Indigenous peoples are overrepresented 
amongst the homeless population:
– Ten times more likely to use a shelter than 

non-Indigenous peoples
– Make up ~30% of the homeless population in 

shelters, but only ~5% of the general population

• Overrepresentation is a challenge 
everywhere:

– The prevalence of Indigenous 
homelessness varies widely by 
region, however Indigenous peoples 
are overrepresented in shelters in 
all regions and communities

2

Structural 
Factors

Systems 
Failures

Individual/
Relational 

Factors

Poverty, Discrimination, Lack of 
Affordable Housing, Colonialism

Lack of Access (health and social 
services, legal supports), Failed 
Transitions from Institutions (child 
welfare, hospitals, Corrections)

Sudden Unemployment, Mental 
Health and Addiction, Housing 
Insecurity, Interpersonal Violence

Factors Contributing to Homelessness

Indigenous Homelessness in Canada

Preventing and reducing homelessness nationally requires a focus on addressing 
Indigenous homelessness



Reaching Home:
Canada’s Homelessness Strategy
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• Reaching Home: Canada’s 
Homelessness Strategy was launched in 
April, 2019

• Community-based approach, with direct financial support to 
communities allowing flexibility to respond to local challenges

• Two funding streams specifically for Indigenous peoples: 
Indigenous Homelessness Stream, and Distinctions-Based 
Homelessness Approaches

• The program supports the goals of the National Housing 
Strategy, in particular to reduce chronic homelessness 
nationally by 50% by 2027–2028



AFN-INFC Joint Technical Working Group on 
Homelessness

• Discussions and co-development activities have been 
ongoing between Reaching Home and the Assembly of First 
Nations
– The AFN is completing three research and engagement 

activities related to the development of a First Nations 
Action Plan on Homelessness On- and Off-Reserve, as 
mandated by Chiefs-in-Assembly in December 2019

– Reaching Home is actively working with the AFN on the 
design and delivery elements to allocate the remainder of 
First Nations distinctions-based homelessness funding

– Confident that co-development will lead to A “Call for 
Proposals” for two years of funding (through to 2024) with 
a planned launch summer 2022

• Next focus: First Nations Action Plan on Homelessness
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Modern Treaty Holders 
Summary Report 2019-2021

• To date, ESDC has 
finalized agreements 
with 21 Modern Treaty 
holders.

• Each Modern Treaty 
Holder community is 
unique, with unique 
needs, strengths, 
challenges, and 
associated project 
plans. 
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