
 

 

 

AFN Infrastructure Sector Submission Plan to the UN Special Rapporteur:  

The AFN Infrastructure Sector will be leading the development of a submission for internal collaboration 

and approval. The deadline for the submission is December 31, 2021 and must be 2000 words or less.  

Our Sector has made contact with the United Nations Human Rights Commissions Office of the High 
Commissioner/Special Rapporteur, Mr. Pedro Arrojo Agudo. 
 

Timeline for Input  

The intent is to submit a draft to the Chiefs Committee on Housing and Infrastructure (CCoHI) at the 

November 24, 2021, for recommendations. The AFN Submission is then presented at the Infrastructure 

SCA Dialogue Session for further comments and input.  

Background 
 
The Special Rapporteur is seeking input from non-states actors in order to prepare reports on: 
 

1. The human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation of indigenous peoples: state of affairs 

and lessons from ancestral cultures to the 51st session of the Human Rights Council in September 

2022; and 

2. The human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation of people living in impoverished rural 

areas to the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly in October 2022. 

 

The UN’s Proposed Plan & Objective 

To connect and highlight three areas underpinning the water crisis, as highlighted by the UN Special 

Rapporteur at the 48th session of the Human Rights Council: 

1. Inequality  

2. Discrimination  

3. Poverty  

The UN Special Rapporteur aims clarify the steps that need to be taken to promote democratic water 

governance, taking a sustainable and human rights-based approach in different contexts including, but 

not limited to, urban and rural areas and areas inhabited by Indigenous Peoples or Indigenous Peoples' 

lands and territories. 

  



AFN Infrastructure Sector Approach (as of October 27, 2021) 

1. The AFN Infrastructure sector will develop general responses to questions regarding the roles and 

responsibilities of the AFN. 

 

2. We will discuss the specific context of Indigenous peoples living in rural and remote areas in 

Canada, and how this impacts their access to the human right to safe drinking water and 

sanitation.  

 

3. AFN will provide an overview of the current legal and regulatory frameworks, policies and 

programs that impact safe drinking water and sanitation for Indigenous peoples in Canada, as well 

as opportunities for improvement. 

 

4. AFN will liaise with Regional Water Coordinators, engaging consultants where necessary to ensure 

adequate input from all First Nations. The unique context and impoverishment of First Nations 

living in Urban centres will be explored. 

 

5. We will pursue a collaborative approach to work with other sectors to get input into their 

pertinent areas, collaborating with the AFN COVID -19 Taskforce as well as other sectors (e.g. 

Housing, Health, Environment etc.) 

 

Once completed, the AFN Reach out to our Chiefs Committee Regional Technicians for input at the 

December Special Chiefs Assembly.  

 

 

 

 
 


