
Overview of AFN – Specific Claims Reform Proposal

The resolution of Canada’s outstanding lawful obligations to First Nations requires a specific 
claims process that is fair, transparent, and in compliance with domestic and international law. 
The existing specific claims process has several flaws. Canada is currently in a position of conflict 
because it is responsible for the creation of specific claims policy, the provision of funding to 
First Nations to pursue specific claims and the review of specific claims. Additionally, the  
existing specific claims process is slow, inflexible and burdened by arbitrary limits on financial 
compensation. First Nations have long demanded that the specific claims process be reformed 
to address these issues. First Nations have also called for the process to recognize and respect 
Indigenous laws.

The AFN Reform Proposal envisions the creation of an Independent Centre for the Resolution 
of Specific Claims (ICRSC). The ICRSC incorporates the adjudicative function of the existing 
Specific Claims Tribunal into a new, fully independent body established to resolve specific 
claims, Canada’s outstanding lawful obligations to First Nations. the ICRSC will provide First 
Nations with a fair, independent, flexible and efficient process to resolve their claims. The ICRSC 
will be based on the overarching principle that all claims should have equal access to a fair 
process of redress that fits the needs and priorities of the First Nation claimant.

Article 27 - United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples 

States shall establish and 
implement, in conjunction with 
indigenous peoples concerned 
a fair, independent, impartial, 
open and transparent process, 
giving due recognition to 
indigenous peoples’ laws, 
traditions, customs and land 
tenure systems, to recognize 
and adjudicate the rights of 
indigenous peoples pertaining 
to their lands, territories and 
resources, including those 
which were traditionally owned 
or otherwise occupied or used. 
Indigenous peoples shall have 
the right to participate in  
this process.

1) The Honour of the Crown:  
The specific claims process must be 
consistent with the Honour of the Crown. 

2) Independence of all Aspects of  
Claims Resolution: 
All aspects of the specific claims process 
must be independent of Canada.

3) Recognition of Indigenous Laws:  
The ICRSC will support the recognition of 
the laws, legal orders, and dispute 
resolution mechanisms as articulated by 
participating First Nations. 

4) No Arbitrary Limits on Compensation: 
There will be no financial limit on the 
jurisdiction of the Tribunal or the 
commission. First Nations should have 
access to a fair process of redress that  
fits their needs and priorities.






The five functions of the Centre are:

The Independent Centre for the Resolution of Specific Claims

Principles of Fairness

 
 

 
 

TRIBUNAL: 

 

1) REGISTRAR:

 
The funding division will 
administer funding to 
First Nations.

The resource hub will act as a central 
repository for research materials and 
offer support and capacity building 
for claimant Nations, including in  
the area of articulating Indigenous 
laws in relation to their  
specific claims.

The Tribunal will adjudicate  
claims, and monitor non- 
facilitated negotiations and  
enforce penalties where necessary.

The commission will provide a  
venue for facilitated negotiation.

The registrar provides 
administrative infrastructure 
and management of claims 
filed with the ICRSC.

2) FUNDING  
DIVISION:

3) RESOURCE HUB:
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