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Agenda 

• Opening Prayer

• Opening Comments and Context Setting (Regional Chief 
Adamek)

• Conservation Leadership 

• Climate Leadership 

• Discussion

• Closing Prayer 



Context
We are facing multiple crises:

• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects that we have 

less than ten years to avoid locking in a future of catastrophic consequences

• United Nations Emission Gap report projects dramatic temperature increases 

if we don’t take rapid action

• Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES) projects the extinction of a million species in the next few 

decades, which will be accelerated by climate change

• Global pandemic – COVID19



Conservation Leadership (Part 1)  

• IPBES 2019 report – biodiversity loss is occurring at a much slower rate on lands and 
territories managed by Indigenous Peoples globally.

• Where biodiversity thrives so to does cultural and linguistic diversity. This is more than 
simple coincidence.

• First Nations traditional practices, knowledge systems and language uniquely position us 
as leaders of conservation and climate action.

• Conservation IS Climate Action (Ex. Critical habitat = carbon storage/sink) 

• The next decade is critical if we are to change our current trajectory in relation to the 
climate and biodiversity crisis.

• New international climate and conservation commitments are being negotiated (UNFCCC 
COP 26 & CBD COP 15 – Global Biodiversity Framework). 



Conservation Leadership
• Healing Path Forward – “support the establishment and maintenance of 

Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) and embed permanent 
support for Indigenous Guardians to assist in achieving Canada’s 
international biodiversity commitments and integrate efforts toward 
conservation, reconciliation, and climate action.”

• Establishing broad partnerships with academic and foundational partners is 
critical to supporting the capacity development necessary to achieve this 
vision.

• Draft Resolution 31/2021 – Support for the Conservation Through 
Reconciliation Partnership.



Draft Resolution 31/ 2021



Climate Leadership (Part II)

• Update on AFN National Climate Strategy and Survey

• Joint Committee on Climate Action (JCCA) – Third Annual 
Report

• COP 26 



AFN National Climate Strategy 
• Gathering held in Whitehorse, 

YT in March 2020
• 390 registered participants, 

format included Plenary and 
concurrent sessions and film 
screenings

• Published Gathering Report

• Foundation for National Climate 
Survey and Strategy 



AFN National Climate Strategy 

• Given COVID, used different techniques to receive input from First Nations from the four

directions, including Regional Webinars and a National Survey.

• A total of 8 webinars were held, including 5 regional webinars, 2 National (including one

with the Quad Councils), and 1 with AFN Staff from different departments. Developing

webinar summaries from each session, 5 are finished and 3 remain. A summary of all 8

will then be completed.

• Following two survey releases, one in Fall 2020 and the second in summer 2021, a total

of 64 responses were received from across the country. A quantitative and qualitative
summary are being developed.



AFN National Climate Strategy - Lens 



AFN National Climate Strategy – Path 
Forward
• Completion and circulation of summary documents for Webinars and

Surveys

• Hosting additional sessions in Q1 2022 (Feb/March) to maintain

momentum

• Draft AFN National Strategy working sessions with ACE (May/June 2022)

• Updated mandate sought at 2022 Annual General Assembly (July 2022)

• Hosting second National Climate Gathering in Fall 2022



Joint Committee on Climate Action 

• Bilateral technical table between AFN and the Government of Canada, co-chaired by Dr.

Tonio Sadik, Environment, Lands, and Water Branch (AFN), and Mr. Matt Jones,

Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), and 10 regional First Nation

representatives (appointed by Regional Chiefs)

• Provides technical advice on approaches to First Nations climate action, facilitating

discussion between regional First Nations representatives and the Government of

Canada.

• Not a consultative body.

• Held fifteen meetings since its inception in the fall of 2017. In 2020, the JCCA quickly

transitioned to meet virtually, advancing activities through the establishment of a working
group structure.



Joint Committee on Climate Action –
Annual Report
• Submit an Annual Report to the Prime Minister and National Chief. Third report released

August 2021 and is available on the AFN website.

• 2020 Report had five recommendations for areas of proposed work:

o Advance First Nations’ full and effective participation in clean growth and climate change
programs, building on the Best Practices Guide;

o Ensure Canada’s climate solutions build on First Nations’ Climate Leadership and
promote its full inclusion in emerging climate actions;

o Promote the meaningful participation of First Nations in the carbon pollution pricing
system;

o Monitor progress on First Nations Climate Leadership and the full and effective
participation of First Nations in climate change programs; and

o Foster an intergenerational and intersectional dialogue on climate change.



UNFCCC COP 26 – Glasgow, Scotland 
• Convened by the United Kingdom, hosted in Glasgow (Oct 31– Nov 12), Despite COVID,

final active badges was just under 40 000, the biggest COP to date (over Paris and
Copenhagen).

• Transition of the Paris Agreement from rulemaking to implementation. Key decisions:

• Glasgow Climate Pact (i.e. Cover Decision)

• Article 6 (market and non-market mechanisms) that respect human rights and the rights of Indigenous

Peoples

• Review of the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples, the Facilitative Working Group (new

membership) and adoption of second, draft three-year Work Plan.

• Finalizing inputs for the Global Stock take taking place in 2023, including the role of non-Party inputs.



COP 26 – Objectives & Delegation
• RC Paul Prosper, Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, UBCIC Climate Policy

Analyst Josh Kioke.

• Three specific priorities:

• Amplify First Nations’ voices and climate leadership on the
international stage, supporting efforts for full and effective
participation of Indigenous Peoples in the UNFCCC.

• Urge Canada to re-commit to urgent and transformative
climate action in line with the Chiefs-in-Assembly direction
and the recent IPCC report.

• Communicate the utility of a First Nations Climate Lens to
help reconceptualize the root causes driving climate
change and offer reimagined Indigenous-led solutions.



COP 26 - Delegation



Questions


