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AFN COVID-19 National Task Force Update and Ongoing Priorities



AFN COVID-19 National Task Force Mandate

• Established by the AFN Executive Committee on April 20, 2020
• Objective is to engage in dialogue with experts, leadership and First Nations 

citizens to provide recommended actions that will support the mitigation of 
impacts of COVID-19 virus.

• Resolution 03/2020 Addressing Priority Concerns and Needs of First 
Nations Around COVID-19
• Directs the Task Force to provide ongoing support to the AFN Executive 

Committee for the duration of the pandemic to support the mitigation of 
impacts of COVID-19 on First Nations.



Key areas of advocacy

• Flexible supportive funding and resources for First Nations led 
Pandemic responses

• Prioritization in the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out

• Inclusion of First Nations at COVID-19 decision making tables 

• Federal, provincial and territorial communication and engagement 
with First Nations throughout the pandemic

• Mental Health supports

• Communications– Public Service Announcements



Discussion Paper - A New Path Forward: 
Supporting First Nations throughout and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic

• Examined key challenges First Nations encountered during the 
pandemic using a rights-based approach

• Accentuated the need to fully understand the holistic impacts of the 
pandemic to identify solutions that not only protect but promote the 
well-being of First Nations. 

• Highlighted that solutions must be anchored in the right of First 
Nations to self-determination. 



AFN COVID-19 Data Working Group developed this position paper to:

Highlight the need for data and information governance as shown by 
the COVID-19 experience and to support the position of the First 
Nations Information Governance Centres “First Nations Data 
Governance Strategy.” 

Position Paper - Lost in the Numbers: 
Learning about First Nations Health Data from the COVID-19 Pandemic



An opportunity to share and celebrate community resilience, lessons 
learned and ongoing challenges, as well as to talk about what is needed 
to build a new path forward for First Nations.

AFN COVID-19 Virtual Forum (September 2021) 
Sharing Lessons Learned and Supporting a New Path Forward



Ongoing and emerging needs

• First Nations Prioritization for Pediatric Vaccines

• Mandatory Vaccines for Travel and Proof of Vaccination Credentials

• Support for future waves of the pandemic



Healing Path Forward
2021 Federal Priorities for Strengthening and Rebuilding First Nations

“As the country and globe face the economic challenge of rebuilding 
following the COVID-19 pandemic, we must ensure First Nations are at 
the center of this effort and that every single person in this country is 
aware of how First Nations priorities impact Canada’s success.”



National Chief Archibald’s Election Priorities

Work with all regions to build a Post-Pandemic Recovery Plan for First 
Nations

Goal Statement: To secure resources from the federal government so that First 
Nations Pandemic Plans have a strong component for health, economic and social 
recovery.

Key Action Item: To work with the AFN COVID-19 Task Force on a national advocacy 
plan to work with federal and other partners to fund Post-Pandemic Recovery Plans 
for First Nations.



National Advocacy Plan
Draft Elements for Discussion

• Key elements:
• Health and Mental wellness 

• Housing

• Infrastructure (including connectivity)

• Emergency management

• Economic development 

• Education 



National Advocacy Plan
Draft Elements for Discussion

• Potential Approach
• Evaluating lessons learned from the pandemic

• Economic analysis to understand the inflationary shocks and costs associated 
with the pandemic response in relation to long standing inequities.



Thank you!

Andrew Bisson

Director of Health

abisson@afn.ca

Judith Eigenbrod

COVID-19 Task Force Lead
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