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We take a phased and 
collaborative approach with 
members of the Assembly of 
First Nations (AFN) and 
Indigenous Advisory Circle 
(IAC).

Collaboration is essential to 
the success of this project. 



PHASE 1: STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT & INFORMATION 
GATHERING

• 1st Check-in with IAC (March 2021) 

• Review of Background Materials (March 2021)

PHASE 2: LITERATURE REVIEW – DATA COLLECTION

• Literature review – annotated bibliography and data collection 
(March 2021 – April 2021)

• 2nd Check-in with IAC (April 2021)



PHASE 3: LITERATURE REVIEW – ANALYSIS

• Literature review analysis and summaries (May 2021 – June 
2021)

• 3rd Check-in with IAC (June 2021)

• Final report (June 2021 - August 2021)

• 4th Check-in with IAC (July 2021)

• Knowledge mobilization & dissemination (August 2021)

PHASE 4: FINAL REPORTING



DELIVERABLES

1. Literature summaries 
that we will develop. The 
articles will be attached to 
these summaries

2. Final report that will be 
co-created with the IAC



PROJECT METHODOLOGY

Indigenous Advisory Circle (IAC) Creation & 
Ceremony

• Identified keywords for the literature search
• Identified documents and reports that may exist outside 
of the academic literature

• Will continue to engage with IAC to interpret findings 
from the literature review and develop 
recommendations



PROJECT METHODOLOGY

Literature Review

• Based on our consultation with the AFN and IAC, we 
conducted the literature review using the identified 
key words

• We prioritized non-academic literature, such as 
technical reports, position papers, internal and 
external evaluations, policy reviews, and news 
articles



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

• Prioritization of non-academic literature:
• technical reports, position papers, internal and external 

evaluations, policy reviews, and news articles

• Search timeframe: 2014 – 2021

• Search Engines: Google Scholar; York University 
library; independent journal websites; organization 
websites



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

• Scope of search terms:

Indigenous/First Nations/Aboriginal homelessness in Canada; 
housing; experiences of homelessness; causes of homelessness; 
urban/rural homelessness; understandings homelessness; housing 
and health; housing outreach; definition of homelessness; poverty 
in Canada; street community census; homeless shelters in 
Canada; homelessness and mental illness; causes of 
homelessness; housing interventions; Aboriginal Peoples Canada; 
Indigenous Peoples Canada; First Nations; homeless publications; 
housing 



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

• Example of source removed: 

Statistics Canada. (2015). Aboriginal Peoples: Fact 
Sheet for Canada.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-656-x/89-656-x2015001-eng.htm#a5.



LITERATURE 
REVIEW THEMES









EXPERIENCES RELATED TO GENDER 

2SLGBTQ+ Experiences:
• Saewyc, E., Mounsey, B., Tourand, J., Brunanski, D., Kirk, D., McNeil-Seymour, J., 

Shaughnessy, K., Tsuruda, S., & Clark, N. (2017). Homeless & Street-Involved Indigenous 
LGBTQ2S Youth in British Columbia: Intersectionality, Challenges, Resilience, & Cues for 
Action.

Experiences of Women:
• Rodrigues, C., Henderson, R., Lucas, K., Bristowe, S., Ramage, K., Milaney, K. (2020). 

Developing Gendered and Culturally Safe Interventions for Urban Indigenous Families 
Experiencing Home-lessness.

Experiences of Men:
• Bingham, B., Moniruzzaman, A., Patterson, M., Sareen, J., Distasio, J., O'neil, J., & 

Somers, J. M. (2019). Gender Differences Among Indigenous Canadians Experiencing 
Homelessness & Mental Illness.



EXPERIENCES RELATED TO AGE

Experiences of Young People:
• Baskin, C. (2019). Aboriginal youth talk about structural determinants as the causes

of their homelessness.

Experiences for Elderly People:
• Reynolds, K., Isaak, C., Deboer, T., Medved, M., Distasio, J., Katz, L., & Sareen, J.

(2016). Aging And Homelessness.

Experiences for Families:
• Caplan, R., Nelson, G., Distasio, J., Isaak, C. Edel, B., Piat, M., Macnaughton, 

E. Kirst, M., Patterson, M., Aubry, T., Mulligan, S. & Goering, P. (2020). Indigenous
And Non-Indigenous Parents Separated From Their Children And Experiencing
Homelessness And Mental Illness In Canada.



EXPERIENCES RELATED TO LOCATION

Urban Experiences:
• Belanger, Y. D., Dekruyf, K., Moncrieff, A. & Kaszakoff, T. (2019). The 

Urban indigenous housing Experience Of Nimby-ism In Calgary, Alberta.

Rural Experiences:
• Christensen, J., Arnfjord, S., Carraher, S., & Hedwig, T. (2017). 

Homelessness Across Alaska, The Canadian North And Greenland: A 
Review Of The Literature On A Developing Social Phenomenon In The
Circumpolar North.



ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCES

Approaches to Homelessness:
• Distasio, J., Zeil, S., & Snyder, M. (2018). At Home In Winnipeg: Localizing Housing 

First As A Culturally Responsive Approach To Understanding And Addressing Urban Indigenous 
Homelessness.

Understanding Homelessness:
• Oelke, N., Thurston, W., & Turner, D. (2016). Aboriginal Homelessness: A Framework For Best 

Practice In The Context Of Structural Violence.

Pathways to Homelessness:

• DeBoer, T., Distasio, J., Isaak, C. A., Roos, L. E., Bolton, S. L., Medved, M., ... & Sareen, J. 
(2015). What are the predictors of volatile substance use in an urban community of adults who 
are homeless?. Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, 34(2), 37-51.



NEXT STEPS

• Literature review analysis and 
summaries (April 2021 – June 
2021)

• 3rd Check-in with Advisory 
Committees (June 2021)

• Final Report (June – August 2021)

• 4th Check-in with Advisory 
Committees (August 2021)

• Knowledge Mobilization & 
Dissemination (August 2021)



PROJECT METHODOLOGY

Analysis

• We are currently created summaries of each article

• We worked with the IAC to develop a list of themes to emerge 
from the literature

• We discussed these themes with the IAC to ensure that our 
approach will help correctly interpret the results from the 
literature review and to contextualize these findings



PROJECT METHODOLOGY

Final Report

• Based upon our analysis of the literature, we will create a final 
report outlining our findings and recommendations based upon 
the findings

• The recommendations will be vetted by the AFN and the IAC
• If possible, we will collaborate with the AFN to create a 

dissemination plan that includes the graphic design of the report 
and a communications strategy
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