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Jodi is honoring her Chapan and following in his footsteps ensuring 
that she continues the work that is needed for our First Nations 
people. She believes we are all on our own journeys and many of us 
are following the footsteps of our ancestors who have left a legacy 
for us. Together we are facing many challenges around climate 
change, and our communities that are living in more remote regions 
and in the north are the first to experience these changes. Because 
of this she has spent time learning from a group of people dedicated 
to combating these changes since becoming a member of the 
steering committee for the Indigenous Climate Action - 

https://www.indigenousclimateaction.com  
 
Jodi has also worked to acquire new leadership skills by continuing to learn from elders and 
attending ceremonies across Turtle Island.  She has an undergraduate degree in Native studies 
and continues to pursue a Masters Degree in Resource Economics and Environmental 
Sociology. Jodi has worked extensively on social innovation, learning about systems thinking, 
design thinking, and innovative solutions to complex problems. 
 
Jodi has also had the opportunity to serve our people as they navigate the contentious road of 
child and family services, mediating conflicts for the health of families. Previously, she had the 
privilege of working with the late Jason Goodstriker, former AFN Regional Chief. In solidarity, 
they worked with the AFN to negotiate a blueprint for Aboriginal health.   She has served two 
terms as a council member for the Michel First Nation, her portfolio included land claims, 
governance and citizenship.   
 
Jodi worked with former Commissioner from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Chief 
Wilton Littlechild, to bring the second World Indigenous Nations Games to Edmonton. She is 
currently on the Edmonton Police Commission, to ensure there is accountability on all parties and 
to bring justice for our people. Currently she works as the Executive Director of the Yellowhead 
Indigenous Education Foundation. Where she has done work to support corrections, child and 
family services, health departments and most recently created an emergency response system 
for communities living in urban areas, to support families during the pandemic.  
 
For many years she has been advocating for persons with developmental disabilities, children in 
care, and has worked on many committees and organizations to combat homelessness in 
Edmonton. She has dedicated much of her work to mentoring youth, leading many projects on 
and off reserve. Organizing many land-based events that integrate technology and innovation to 
allow them to realize that we are not static and we can embrace our natural and technological 
environments.   
 
She has thought deeply about her Chapan and where he walked, fighting for change and respect 
with the Canadian government. She feels blessed to be given the opportunity to continue his 
legacy, and continue what he and many others set out to do. She believes we must unite and 
move forward to make change for us and for the next seven generations. 
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