
Cowessess First Nation
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Prior to agreeing to Treaty, ancestors were nomadic in central 
Canada and Northern USA 
Agreed to Treaty Four Territory in 1874 
Diverse Heritage of Saulteaux, Cree, Nakota, and Metis
4,302 citizens living throughout Canada
Oversees 110,000 acres of land

We respect and honour the diversity of our First Nation; 
from this strength we will all walk together to flourish as 

a united, healthy community for generations to come. 



Rights Holder Timeline
2

1991 FSIN &
1995

YTC ICFS

1876
Indian Act

1951
IA Section 88

1982
Constitution &

Charter of Rights &
Freedom

1874
Treaty Four

2018
Cowessess FN
Constitution

2020
First Nation, Inuit, Metis Child 

& Family Services Act

2020
Notified Crown of

Launching Jurisdiction

2020
Miyo Pimatisowin Act

2021
Assert 

Jurisdiction



Implementation Timeline
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2019 April
CHRT Prevention $$$

Beginning Steps

2019 June
Assembled Creation

Team
&

Eagle Woman
Tribunal Created

2018
Kinship

Rejuvenation
Gatherings



Creation Team & Eagle Woman 
Tribunal
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Implementation Timeline
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2019 April
CHRT Prevention $$$

Beginning Steps

2019 June
Assembled Creation

Team
&

Eagle Woman
Tribunal Created

2019 October
Created Draft

Miyo Pimatisowin Act

2019 November
Opened Sacred 

Wolf Lodge
2018

Kinship
Rejuvenation
Gatherings



Grand Opening Sacred Wolf Lodge
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Implementation Timeline
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2019 April
CHRT Prevention $$$

Beginning Steps

2019 June
Assembled Creation

Team
&

Eagle Woman
Tribunal Created

2019 October
Created Draft

Miyo Pimatisowin Act

2019 November
Opened Sacred 

Wolf Lodge

2019 December
Met with Federal & 
Provincial Ministers

2018
Kinship

Rejuvenation
Gatherings



Continually Updating Political 
Partners
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Implementation Timeline
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2019 April
CHRT Prevention $$$

Beginning Steps

2019 June
Assembled Creation

Team
&

Eagle Woman
Tribunal Created

2019 October
Created Draft

Miyo Pimatisowin Act

2019 November
Opened Sacred 

Wolf Lodge

2019 December
Met with Federal & 
Provincial Ministers

2020 January
Section 20/21

Notified Government
Of Canada

2020 February
Ratified Miyo

Pimatisowin Act

2018
Kinship

Rejuvenation
Gatherings



Cowessess Ratifies Act
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Implementation Timeline
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2019 April
CHRT Prevention $$$

Beginning Steps

2019 June
Assembled Creation

Team
&

Eagle Woman
Tribunal Created

2020 April
Signed Prevention 

Protocol Agreement w/
Jurisdiction $$$

2019 October
Created Draft

Miyo Pimatisowin Act

2019 November
Opened Sacred 

Wolf Lodge

2019
Met with Federal & 
Provincial Ministers

2020 January
Section 20/21

Notified Government
Of Canada

2020 February
Ratified Miyo

Pimatisowin Act

2020 June
Began Exploratory

Coordination 
Agreement Discussion

2018
Kinship

Rejuvenation
Gatherings



Implementation Timeline
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2020 August
Launched Official

Coordination Agreement
Discussion

Committed to Thursday Meetings

Committed to Sub-Committees
Finance
Interprovincial & Data
Legal

2020
Provincial Election

2021 January
Draft 23 Coordination Agreement

Draft 6 Financial Agreement
2021 February

Completed Proper Steps

Provincial Team Committed 
to Listening 

February Coordination Teams
Conclude 

February Chief Works Directly
With Ministers



April 1st, 2021 
Cowessess First 
Nation will
Assert Child 
Welfare Jurisdiction
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Coordination Agreement 
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It is a contract
It is a transition plan
It fulfills Section 20 of Legislation
It is not negotiation

Nature and Purpose
Scope of Agreement
Interpretation of Child
Term
Cowessess First Nation Rights
Prevention Services 
Support Services to enable Children to exercise their rights
Reciprocal Information Sharing Between Cowessess FN and Ministry
Sharing of Data, Research, & Best Practices Between Canada & Cowessess
Interprovincial/Territorial Matters
Fiscal Arrangements 
Roles and Responsibilities of Parties



Miyo Pimatisowin Act
Ø 3.0 Purpose of this Act

Ø Affirm the rights and jurisdiction 
Ø Set out the principles applicable to the interpretation of this Act

Ø 4.0 Rights and Jurisdiction of the Cowessess First Nation
Ø Affirmation 
Ø Dispute resolution mechanism 
Ø Application of Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
Ø Scope 

Ø 6.0 Principles and Requirements 
Ø 6.1 Best Interests of the Child
Ø 6.4 Substantive Equality
Ø 6.10 Priority to Prenatal Services 
Ø 6.11 Socio-Economic Conditions 
Ø 6.12 Reasonable Efforts

Ø 11.0 Financial Assistance for Children Formerly in the Custody of the Director 
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Build Capable Institutions
Ø Cowessess First Nation Eagle Woman Tribunal 

Ø Oversight tribunal members who oversee case by case presented by the CEO of Chief Red 
Bear Childrens Agency for decision making. 

Ø Kinship care approach. 
Ø Preventative perspective
Ø Best interest of the Child 
Ø Limit the Provincial Court system for Immediate Legal Status on Children 

Ø Cowessess First Nation Administration 
Ø Program Managers & Directors for resources support 
Ø Family Programs

Ø Cowessess First Nation Entities 
Ø Support Services 
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Governance Chart
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Our Future
Cowessess First Nation Youth Council 
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