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Minister of Indigenous Services Canada

The Honourable Marc Miller was first elected in 2015 as the Member of Parliament for Ville-Marie—
Le Sud-Ouest—Île-des-Sœurs, in Montréal.

Before entering politics, Minister Miller was a practicing lawyer. He specialized in mergers and  
acquisitions, with a focus on international and commercial law, and worked in Montréal, Stockholm, 
and New York City. Previously, he served as an infantry soldier in the Canadian Armed Forces.

As a Member of Parliament, Minister Miller made history in 2017 when he delivered a statement in 
the House of Commons entirely in Mohawk, marking the first time the language had been spoken in 
either the House of Commons or Senate since Confederation. He has also been a forceful advocate 
for increased federal investment in affordable housing, public transit, and the Canada Child Benefit.

Minister Miller has been involved in several charitable and pro bono legal initiatives. He has also 
authored articles on constitutional and human rights law.

Minister Miller is a graduate of the Université de Montréal, where he earned a Master’s and Bache-
lor’s degree in Political Science. He also graduated from McGill University with degrees in Common 
Law and Civil Law.

Minister Miller was born and raised in Montréal.
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Dr. Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond (Aki-kwe)

Dr. Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, Aki-kwe, is the Academic Director of the Indian Residential School 
History and Dialogue Centre at the University of British Columbia (UBC), and a tenured full Profes-
sor of Law at the Allard School of Law at UBC. She is a Canadian lawyer, former judge, legislative 
advocate for children’s rights and Senior Associate Counsel at Woodward and Company, one of 
Canada’s leading Indigenous rights law firms. She holds a law degree from Osgoode Hall at York 
University, a master’s degree in international law from the University of Cambridge, and a doctorate 
of law from Harvard Law School. As a member of the Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, Aki-kwe was the 
first Treaty Indian to be named to the judicial bench in Saskatchewan, where she served for 20 years. 
She served as BC’s first Representative for Children and Youth for BC from 2006 to 2016 where she 
advocated for the human rights of children, for more than 17,000 children, youth and families in all 
parts of the province and across Canada. Mary Ellen is a member of the law societies of British  
Columbia, Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia. 

The author of more than 50 published works and reports, and a frequent panelist and commentator, 
she works as an advisor to Indigenous communities in the areas of rebuilding governance, land 
claims and human rights matters. She recently completed a review of Anti-Indigenous Racism in the 
British Columbia Health Care System. 
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