Our Children, Our Future:
First Nations Child and Family Services
and Self-Determination

Dear participants:
On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), I am pleased to welcome you to the AFN’s virtual
leadership gathering series on First Nations Child and Family Services and Self-Determination,
streaming from the unceded traditional Algonquin Anishinaabeg territory. The theme for these
virtual events is “Our Children, Our Future,” to honour our children today and in the generations to
come. Our children are gifts from the Creator, and it is our sacred responsibility to ensure their best
interests are upheld.
Throughout the virtual sessions, you will learn about the recently enacted Indigenous child and
family services legislation, An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and
families (the Act). This legislation ensures that First Nations laws are paramount, so we can focus on
prevention, as opposed to apprehension. Now one year since coming into force, you will hear
presentations and updates about the Act and its implementation, learn about tools and resources
for First Nations leadership implementing the Act, and discuss the changes that will come with
implementation. We will hear firsthand from First Nations youth with lived experience in the child
and family services system on the systemic reforms needed and from Elders who hold our sacred
teachings about caring for our children, youth and families. First Nations implementing the Act will
share promising practices and discuss the tools the Act offers for ensuring that the best interests of
children are paramount.
In the unique circumstances that the COVID-19 pandemic has presented, we must adapt to this new
virtual context, and I thank you for adapting with us for these virtual gatherings. I look forward to
seeing the positive changes for First Nations children and families that come from the knowledge
and tools that will be shared over the course of the virtual gatherings.
Sincerely,
Perry Bellegarde
National Chief

