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Background
● The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the “Declaration”) 

sets out the minimum standards for the survival, dignity and wellbeing of Indigenous 
peoples, including rights related to governance, health, community, culture, language, 
lands, territories and resources, and education. 

● It sets out both collective and individual rights of Indigenous peoples, including the rights 
to self-determination, self-government, and non-discrimination.

● Canada is committed to fully implementing the Declaration. Many of its elements are 
already reflected through a wide range of laws and policies, including the Constitution and 
human rights legislation. 

● However, we know more work is needed to ensure federal laws protect and promote the 
rights of Indigenous peoples. 
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Background
● From coast-to-coast-to-coast, Indigenous and non-Indigenous people are expressing the 

need to build a better Canada. Many have called for implementation of the Declaration as 
part of this process.

● Both the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls recommended using the UN Declaration as the framework for 
reconciliation. 

● Recent events have underscored the prevalence of racism and systemic discrimination 
Indigenous people in Canada face on a daily basis.

● Introducing legislation to provide a framework for advancing and implementing the 
Declaration in Canada will help ensure the human rights of Indigenous peoples are 
recognized and respected. 4



Context

● The Government of Canada remains committed to introducing legislation to implement 
the Declaration by the end of 2020. 

● To accomplish this, we are committed to working closely with Indigenous Nations, 
governments, communities, organizations and peoples.  

● We will also be working with provinces and territories, and industry leaders to advance 
this important work.

● Former Private Member’s Bill C-262 will be the floor and the basis for engagement.

● We are looking for your views on the elements of C-262 and any suggestions you may 
have for improvement. 
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What would the legislation contain?

● C-262 proposed a framework for the ongoing implementation of the Declaration over 
time. Legislation based on this framework could include:

○ A preamble 

■ Preambles refer to principles or ideas that provide context relevant to interpretation of 
the legislation. 

○ Interpretive provisions

■ Legislation often includes clauses that help in interpreting or applying the legislation. 
In this case, this includes:

● A definition of Indigenous peoples;
● A non-derogation clause; and,
● A clause noting that the Bill does not delay the application of the Declaration in 

Canada
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What would the legislation contain?
● Other elements:

○ Application of the Declaration – a clause confirming that the Declaration has application in 
Canadian law as an interpretation source like other international human rights instruments;

○ Consistency – a clause requiring the federal Government take all measures necessary to 
ensure consistency between the Declaration and federal laws, in consultation and 
cooperation with Indigenous peoples.

○ Action plan – a requirement for the federal Government to develop and implement an 
action plan to achieve the objectives of the Declaration, in consultation and cooperation with 
Indigenous peoples.

○ Reporting – a requirement for the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations to report to 
Parliament on implementation of the Act (harmonization of federal laws and national action 
plan) for a period of 20 years.
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Discussion

Do you have suggestions for improving elements of the draft legislative 
proposal, including:

§ the preamble
§ the non-derogation clause
§ the action plan or reporting clauses; or
§ any other elements of the bill.
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Conclusion

● The Government remains committed to introducing legislation on the UN 
Declaration by December 2020.

● Written submissions can also be made via email to declaration@justice.gc.ca.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!
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http://justice.gc.ca

