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The International Joint Commission (IJC)

• Binational Canada-United States treaty 

organization.

• Established in 1909 to help governments 

administer the Boundary Waters Treaty, which 

enables the cooperative management and 

protection of the freshwater lakes and rivers 

along the border.

• Takes direction from the governments of Canada 

and the United States, and alerts them to issues, 

but is not empowered to carry out the functions 

or obligations of governments.
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St Mary’s River Control Structures – US Army Corps of Engineers

The IJC has 2 main responsibilities related to:

• Water levels and flows (e.g. approving dams and other 
transboundary water projects, and their operation); and

• Investigating transboundary water issues and recommending 
solutions (e.g. water quality concerns).

Lake Erie, Aug 2011 - Tom Archer, Michigan Sea Grant

IJC’s Primary Responsibilities



3 offices with IJC staff

Washington, DC
US Section

Ottawa
Canadian Section

Windsor, ON
Great Lakes Region

> 200 people working on IJC boards, committees, and 
advisory groups

6 Commissioners

Rob Sisson
US

Lance Yohe
US

Jane Corwin
US Co-Chair

Pierre Béland
CAN Co-Chair

Henry Lickers
CAN

Merrell-Ann Phare
CAN

How we work



Recent work by IJC and its Boards 

Studying impacts of extreme high and low water levels 
on shoreline communities

Researching harmful algal blooms and recommending 
solutions

Studying and recommending water quality standards to 
better protect surface water quality and human health 

Exploring the causes, impacts, risks, and solutions to 
flooding



Key challenges for today and tomorrow

• Key challenges for today and tomorrow

• Adapting to a changing climate

• Aquatic invasive species

• Maintaining ecosystem health

Sea lamprey on L. Huron salmon (M. Gaden / GLFC)

Lake Champlain flooding 2011 (IJC) Field sampling L. Ontario (CWF/GLAM)

Wild rice, Kathio State Park, MN (Brett Whaley)

• Understanding the impacts of a 
changing climate on water quality, 
quantity, and ecosystem health

• Adapting to climate change and 
promoting resilience

• Managing invasive species

• Controlling and preventing 
pollution



IJC is grateful for the Indigenous members who 
have served for many years on IJC boards and 
committees, or otherwise contributed expertise and 
knowledge to the work of the IJC.
The IJC recognizes that Indigenous and local 
knowledge brings important insight to our 
understanding of water and the environment, and 
guides the creation of new knowledge.
It also recognizes that more opportunities for 
collaboration and engagement with Indigenous 
Peoples may be of mutual benefit.

Collaborating with Indigenous Peoples



• IJC Commissioners have made increased 
collaboration with Indigenous Peoples a key priority 
for the Commission:
§ More boards with designated seats for 
Indigenous members, or other opportunities to 
participate

§ Greater capacity to engage with the 
International Watersheds Initiative program

§ Enhanced communication and involvement in 
the work of the IJC

§ More opportunities to invite the sharing of 
knowledge

Collaborating with Indigenous Peoples



Visit us online

www.ijc.org



Niá:wen • Miigwetch • Philámayaye • Limlemtsh • Huy ch q'u • Nitsíniiyi'taki • Lámlamť • Mīkwec • 

Siyisgaas • Hay Hay • Kinanâskomitin •  Ahó • Pidamaya do • Mahsi’cho •  Kukwstéc-kuc • Limləmt • 

Hahó • Marsi • Wela'liek • Gunalchîsh •  Wliwni • Qeciyéewyew • Woliwon • Kw'alanuu shamash • 

Tiawenhk • Îsnîyes • Sógá sénlá’ • Lemlmtš • Marsee • Máhsi • Nya:wëh • Hąį’ • Merci • Thank you •


