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Building more, and building faster



Extremely high costs 
to build and repair

The highest levels of 
core need in Canada 
(100% of households 
in some communities

Poor condition of 
existing housing and 
extremely high 
demand and low 
supply

Difficulty in accessing  
private sector financing

Elders forced to leave 
communities to receive care 
elsewhere

The Dene Nation
The Government of NWT controls 
ownership and funding of housing in 
Dene Communities. This is different 
than what is happening in other 
communities. Which has lead to a 
combination of…

The Way Forward 
Has the Dene Nation gaining equality 
with other Indigenous communities 
concerning direct access to housing 
funding for Indigenous peoples 
promised by the Government of Canada 
in Budget 2019. 

By Dene, For Dene Housing



Support the Dene Nation in its efforts to obtain Federal commitments from 
Indigenous Services Canada, the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation and 
other Federal sources multi-year funding to enable and empower the Dene Nation to 
develop Dene Nation and Dene communities’ on-going capacity to manage their own 
housing and related infrastructure

Obtaining Federal Commitments2
1 Support the Dene Nation in its efforts to develop a nation-to-nation relationship in 

housing and related infrastructure that respects Dene Nation rights and fulfills 
Federal obligations to the Dene Nation and communities.

Improve Nation to Nation Relationships

3 Support the Dene Nation in its efforts with Canada and the NWT to ensure their full 
openness, cooperation and transparency in reaching the Dene Nation’s housing and related 
infrastructure vision and goals. As it stands, the situation is far different than what is 
happening in the other communities. 

Improving collaboration in housing and Infrastructure

Exploring the Resolution



Funding Lack of Data Wait for Public Housing & 
Empty homes Northern Allowance

Federal government funding 
for these programs is 
provided to the territorial 
government, which puts the 
funding into general 
programming without any 
accounting to Indigenous 
citizens of the NWT. 

42.7% of 14,760 dwelling 
had at least one housing issue. 
18.1% of NWT households 
requiring major repairs 
compared to the Canadian rate 
of 6.5%. 10.5% of households 
had suitability problems, the 
second highest rate in Canada.

928 people are waiting for 
public housing in NWT, with 
294 in Yellowknife and 128 in 
Behchoko. There are 20 
government owned homes in 
Hay River, with 11 sitting 
empty. These are reserved for 
Government workers.

The Government pays a 
northern allowance to offset 
community differences in cost 
of living and travel. Indigenous 
community members do not 
receive this allowance. 

Market Awareness



The Dene Nation would like to take control of its housing and funding. The Dene Nation is seeking support that 
will result in the development of 100+ homes across 27 communities in NWT. The process can be decomposed 
into three key steps:

1
Environmental Scan of the 
Community

The Way Forward

• Includes Community 
Engagement;

• Data-gathering and analysis of 
the community to understand 
the current state, and required 
future needs;

• An opportunity to identify core 
needs, community needs;

• Understanding the mix of home 
ownership, market rent, low 
income rent, and social housing; 
and,

• The type of buildings.

2
Building Capacity to Create 
Housing for Dene, by Dene

• The Dene Nation has several 
associated capital investors and 
the First Nations Financial 
Institutions, who have all 
expressed investment interest in 
the community who are ready to 
partner to bring a new innovative 
housing approach to the Dene; 
and,

• Communities like Colville Lake 
and K’atl’odeeche are looking to 
develop innovative housing 
approaches utilizing local labour 
and building materials.

3
Roadmap for Synthesizing the 
Data & Housing Development

• Tailor the approach and larger 
role-out of 100-homes for the 
future that are customized for 
the community;

• Compile the data and identify 
opportunities to engage local 
labour and utilize local building 
materials; and,

• The procurement of local labour 
will stimulate the local and 
regional economies reduces 
homelessness, and gets people 
in need into homes faster.



Year 2020 Year 2022 Year 2023

Environmental 

Scan

Building Capacity to 

Create Housing for 

Dene, by Dene

Roadmap for 

Synthesizing the Data 

& Housing 

Development

Unequal living allowances compared to Government peers.

Dwelling sitting empty while demand is high.

Limited capacity, low info on monitoring and control, and no 

direct access to federal funding. 

Some of the difficulties faced by the Dene Nation:

By Dene, For Dene




