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Resolution no. 0712019

TITLE: First Nations' Oceans Priorities at the Convention on Biological Diversity

SUBJECT: Fisheries

MOVED BY: Wendall Metallic, Proxy, Conseil de bande d' Odanak, QC

SECONDED BY: Chief Dalton Silver, Sumas First Nation, BC

DECISION: Carried by Consensus

WHEREAS: 

A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ( UN Declaration) states: 

Article 18: Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision - making in matters which would
affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own
procedure, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision -making institutions. 

Article 25: Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual
relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters and
coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities, 

iii. Article 32 ( 2): States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the Indigenous peoples concerned
through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to

the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in
connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources. 

iv. Article 33 ( 3): States shall provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for any such activities, 
and appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural
or spiritual impact. 

B. The Convention on Biological Diversity ( CBD) is an international agreement signed by 150 government leaders
at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit that provides a global legal framework for action on biodiversity. 
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C. The 2011- 2020 CBD Strategic Plan established 20 global biodiversity targets ( also known as the " Aichi
Targets"), which was the impetus for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada' s ( DFO) commitment to

protect 10% of Canada' s oceans by 2020, through establishing marine protected areas and other effective
area -based conservation measures. 

D. Canada is currently the co-chair of the Open- ended Working Group that was established in the short- term to
draft a new Global Biodiversity Framework that updates the biodiversity goals and targets at the next
Conference of the Parties to the CBD in the fall of 2020. 

E. The Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) has passed Resolution 52/ 2018, First Nations Inclusion in Canada' s
Oceans Protection Plan, 05/ 2018, First Nations Oceans Working Group and the Oceans Act and Marine
Protected Areas, and 34/ 2017, First Nations Engagement and Consultation on Bill C-55 Oceans Act and Marine

Protected Areas, that address First Nations' issues and the need for a decision -making role in the protection
and management of their oceans and marine resources. 

F. First Nations have inherent rights to govern and manage ocean resources related to fisheries, marine
protection, monitoring, and transboundary issues, including international law of the sea. 

G. First Nations are impacted by the decisions made at the Conference of the Parties to the CBD ( e. g, the
establishment of Canada' s marine conservation targets, Bill C- 55, and the Oceans Protection Plan) and have

an important decision -making role to play in the protection of marine resources in their territories. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs -in -Assembly: 

1. Direct the Assembly of First Nations ( AFN) to call on the Department of Fisheries and Oceans ( DFO) and any
other relevant federal departments to secure funding for the AFN Fisheries Sector to adequately participate in
the Convention on Biological Diversity ( CBD). 

2. Call upon the AFN to advocate that any work that DFO participates in to establish new marine targets in a
Global Biodiversity Framework must respect First Nations' inherent rights, Treaties, Title and jurisdiction, and
recognize First Nations' responsibilities to their traditional territories in the marine environment. 

3. Direct the AFN National Fisheries Committee to identify and appoint representatives to participate at the
Conference of the Parties on the Convention of Biological Diversity, and any related planning meetings, to
ensure that First Nations' priorities are reflected in the development of new global biodiversity goals and
targets. 
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