
BRIEFING NOTE 

 
 

DATE:  September 8, 2010    
 
 
SUBJECT: Bill C-304 - An Act to ensure secure, adequate, accessible and 

affordable housing for Canadians 
 
 
PURPOSE: 
To inform leadership and First Nation representatives of the intent and status of Private 
Members Bill C-304 in preparation for meetings with Parliamentarians on the September 
21, 2010 AFN Advocacy Day. 
 
CURRENT STATUS: 
On November 9, 2009 representatives of the Assembly of First Nations made a Witness 
Appearance before the Standing Committee on Human Resources, Skills and Social 
Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities to put forward a First Nation 
perspective on Bill C-304. This bill has passed through second reading in the House of 
Commons following recommendations made by the committee, following the witness 
appearance, and was presented to the House on March 24, 2010. This bill will go to 
Third Reading in the fall 2010 Parliamentary Sessions. 
 
KEY ISSUES/FACTS: 
The bill calls for a National Housing Strategy to be developed in consultation with the 
provincial and territorial ministers of the Crown responsible for municipal affairs and 
housing and with representatives of municipalities, Aboriginal communities, non-profit 
and private sector housing providers and civil society organizations, including those that 
represent groups in need of adequate housing, establish a national housing strategy 
designed to respect, protect, promote and fulfill the right to adequate housing as 
guaranteed under international human rights treaties ratified by Canada. 
 
The national housing strategy is to ensure that the cost of housing in Canada does not 
compromise an individual’s ability to meet other basic needs, including food, clothing and 
access to health care services, education and recreational activities, and shall provide 
financial assistance, including financing and credit without discrimination, for those who 
are otherwise unable to afford rental housing. 
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The witness appearance by the AFN clearly stated the importance of First Nation 
leadership representing the housing interests of their First Nation members whether they 
live On Reserve or Off Reserve, whether they live in urban, rural or remote locations. 
 
The AFN, in response to a resolution by the Chiefs in Assembly, called for a 
comprehensive approach that includes all aspects of housing in a continuum of need, 
from new investments in social housing, more affordable housing, and options for 
individual home ownership through appropriately funded programs that target those in 
need. 
 
First Nations do not wish to sit by the wayside and watch strategies, policies, programs 
and activities continue to be created by the Government of Canada and imposed as 
external interventions. We would like to see solutions that are respective of First Nations, 
and of the various ‘authorities having jurisdiction’ while satisfying the continuum of 
housing need.  
 
The AFN has in the past, and continues to state today, that there is a need for a 
multilateral dialogue to discuss all housing issues found in the continuum of housing 
need. It is essential that First Nations are included in a multilateral dialogue with the 
federal government and it provincial counterparts. 
 
It was further stated that we would like to see a strategy that lays out a comprehensive 
viewpoint that allows for community considerations and supportive capacity development 
measures to achieve those considerations. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. The AFN maintains full support for Bill C-304 in a spirit of optimism that reflects 
what we know can take place if we create collaboration that allows for strategies to 
emerge within a multi-jurisdictional environment.  
2. The AFN to continue engagement in a National Housing Strategy that meets the 
continuum of housing needs, from Homelessness and Emergency Shelter to Elderly and 
Disabled, to community owned assets and social housing stock, to rent to own and 
private homeownership. 
2. The AFN to maintain the position that this National Housing Strategy truly 
acknowledges what secure, adequate, accessible and affordable housing is and spells 
out how all parties can work collaboratively to achieve desired outcomes. 
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