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Why Income Assistance Reform?
Established in 1964, the On-Reserve Income Assistance program was developed to 
assist individuals with covering the costs of their basic needs. The program is aligned with 
provincial and territorial rates but does not take into consideration the unique realities of 
some First Nations communities, such as remoteness, lack of economic opportunities, 
poor infrastructure, and minimal supports. Addressing these shortcomings is essential 
to support First Nations to shift from Surviving to Thriving. The goals of reform are to 
reduce barriers and gaps in services, generate more data and support First Nations 
control over social development programs and services.

Co-development Process
In 2018, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) committed to reforming the Income 
Assistance program to make it more responsive to First Nations’ needs and priorities. 
Socioeconomic realities of First Nations have changed drastically since 1964 due to 
factors such as inflation and natural disasters. ISC is working in partnership with Assembly 
of First Nations (AFN) and the Technical Working Group on Social Development 
(TWGSD) to ensure First Nations have direct input into the reform process. 

 

Methodology
In 2018, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) committed to reforming the Income 
Assistance program to make it more responsive to First Nations’ needs and priorities. 
Socioeconomic realities of First Nations have changed drastically since 1964 due to 
factors such as inflation and natural disasters. ISC is working in partnership with Assembly 
of First Nations (AFN) and the Technical Working Group on Social Development 
(TWGSD) to ensure First Nations have direct input into the reform process. 
  

Rates that are flexible 
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for the unique needs 
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communities
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and pre-employment 
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The TWGSD meets monthly to discuss and advise on the reform process. These 
discussions will focus on policy recommendations to be validated by the Chiefs-in-
Assembly at the summer Annual General Assembly (AGA). Once validated, ISC will 
bring forward proposed recommendations to Cabinet. 

2022 Spring Summer Fall2018 2019

2018:  

AFN Resolution 
28/2018, 
Support for the 
establishment of a 
Technical Working 
Group on Social 
Development. 

2018 – 2020:

Virtual and 
In-person 
engagement 
sessions, collection 
of stories, feedback 
and testimonials 
from former 
clients, employees 
and youth outreach 
workers. 

2019: 

AFN Resolution 
89/2019, 
Continuing  
First Nations 
Income Assistance 
Program Reform.

2019: 

AFN Resolution 
98/2019, Poverty 
Reduction for all 
First Nations in 
Canada.Looking 
Forward:

2022: 

INDsight 
Consulting 
researching the 
gaps in services 
and data for the 
First Nations 
Income Assistance 
program. 

Spring 2022:

Report from 
INDsight on data 
and service gaps 
in the current 
Income Assistance 
program. 

Summer 2022:

AFN AGA to 
validate policy 
recommendations. 

Fall 2022:

ISC will bring 
forward proposed 
recommendations 
to Cabinet.

Timeline


