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Overview

• Canada’s Commitment to Clean Drinking Water

• Water and Wastewater Program

• Update on Long-term Drinking Water Advisories

• Safe Drinking Water Legislation

• Actions in the Medium Term

• Success Stories and Innovation

• Looking towards Long-term Sustainability

• Discussion
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Canada’s Commitment to Clean Drinking Water

• Access to safe, clean, and reliable drinking water for First Nations is a priority for 
the Government of Canada

• The Government of Canada committed to:
o Ending long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserve
o Strengthening water and wastewater infrastructure in First Nations
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Water and Wastewater Program
• Starting in 2016-17, the Government began investing over $2 Billion over 

five years to:
– upgrade water and wastewater infrastructure
– eliminate long-term drinking water advisories
– improve monitoring and testing of community drinking water on reserve

• ISC works with First Nations to deliver funding and support clean drinking
water and reliable wastewater treatment

• Funding provided for:
– Major capital projects
– Minor capital
– Operations and Maintenance 
– Capacity building / training
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Update on Long-Term Drinking Water Advisories

• To date, over 185 water and 
wastewater projects have been 
completed

• 79 long-term drinking water 
advisories have been lifted
– The most recent First Nation: 

Northwest Angle No. 37 (ON) 
February 20, 2019 

• 61 long-term drinking water 
advisories remaining

• 118 short-term (2-12 months) 
resolved
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Actions for the Medium Term

• Circuit Rider Training Program 

• Supporting operator recognition

• Technical service delivery hubs

• Training / funding opportunities 

• Supporting youth career outreach 
initiatives with focus on water operations 
and females

• National First Nation Water Leadership 
Award
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Success Stories and Innovation

• $980.5M invested in 505 First Nation water and 
wastewater infrastructure projects 

• 191 projects complete and 314 in progress
• 79 LT-DWAs lifted (36 added)

• Centralized technical support
• Hubs

• Bringing partners to the table
• Advisory Working Groups / Tri-lateral Tables

• Bulk purchasing
• Stockpile of essential system parts/ Common 

inspection equipment to loan

• Support First Nations-led institutions
• The Atlantic Policy Congress
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Safe Drinking Water for First Nations Act

• Act being reviewed as a result of long-standing concerns 

• AFN leading the engagement process – will include a Joint Working 
Group with ISC and other departments

• As one option, a framework for new legislation will be co-developed

• ISC-led engagement process with: 

– Modern Treaty and Self-Governing Nations 

– Any other First Nations or Indigenous Representative Organizations that 
do not want to participate in the AFN-led process
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Looking towards Long-term Sustainability

Long-term and chronic water and wastewater management issues will not be 
fully captured simply by addressing drinking water advisories

• Safe Drinking Water Legislation
• Operations and Maintenance Reform
• Solutions for small and remote communities
• Preventing advisories from being issued
• Medium-term actions leading to 2021
• Work with First Nations on long-term sustainability of water and 

wastewater infrastructure
Next Steps

• Long-term strategy to be co-developed for post-2021 with AFN and First 
Nation partners
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Thank you to First Nation leadership, water operators, 
and all others with a role in water / wastewater
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www.canada.ca/water-on-reserve

THANK YOU, MIIGWETCH, MERCI
______________________________


