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I want to begin by offering the good wishes of my people to the chiefs, staff and people attending 

this important conference. I also want to extend my greetings to the Indigenous nations and 

peoples of this place as well as to the spirits of this territory, and in particular the Water Spirits 

who insure that we have a good life. I ask that you forgive me if I have failed in any way to 

observe a protocol or done something out of ignorance that may cause offense. It is not my intent 

to offend or misstep in any way.  

 

We are gathered here today to address an issue of critical importance to all Indigenous nations 

and peoples not only here, but throughout the world. Having access to fresh drinkable water 

grows in importance every day. The unthinkable is happening to what we have always believed 

would be an everlasting support for us and all other life on this planet. Fresh drinkable water is 

disappearing and in different parts of the world has already become scarce.  

 

When I was young I found it hard to believe when my Elders would say that we will see a day 

when water is worth more than gold. And it appears that such a day has come for many people in 

the world and is coming to us. 

 

For now, my territory is blessed with the gift of water. We continue to hold our ceremonies and 

to give thanks to the Water Spirits for their support and assistance. In our territory we are blessed 

with lakes, rivers, streams and the underground waters. 

 

Since the time of First Man and First Woman we have been told that all that we need for a good 

life has been provided here. All of the Living Beings who preceded us made an agreement to 
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support the two-legged, to provide us with food, water, medicine, clothing, shelter, energy – all 

of the things necessary to sustain us. All that has ever been asked of us is to be grateful and 

thankful for these gifts, and, to ensure that our existence does nothing to jeopardize the future of 

our own kind and all those who live here with us. 

 

We live and thrive within the holistic, integrated context of Ogiichiitiibakoniigaywin – the way 

in which all Life is bound together. Within this context there are three bodies of Inakoniigewin – 

“laws” or guidance. These are – Manitoo Inakoniigewin (Laws of the Creator); Aki 

Inakoniigewin (Laws of the Land) and Anishinaabe Inakoniigewin (Laws of the Anishinaabe). 

These are the foundations of our sovereignty and inherent rights. 

 

But for 100 years we have been locked in a struggle with Canada, Ontario, Manitoba and the 

City of Winnipeg over their illegal taking of our water without our consent. 100 years ago these 

governments conspired to take our water at a rate of up to 100 million gallons a day to fuel the 

economies and livelihoods of settlers and to leave us with nothing except the disruption that the 

flooding of Shoal Lake has caused. 

 

It is our position that the control and management of water is an inherent right. A right that was 

given to Anishinaabe by the Creator as part of the Original Instructions we were taught on how 

to conduct ourselves in the lands we were given for our life.  

 

It is also our position that we never surrendered or gave up in any this fundamental right. We 

are part of Treaty #3 and our people sent two men to be signers of that treaty. From the day they 

signed that treaty we have been told that we never surrendered the land or any of our rights. 

And so this is the battle ground we find ourselves on. 

 

Canada and the provinces try to tell us that the Crown owns the water. Yet, how can the Crown 

own something we never gave them? When you read the treaty you will see that there is not one 

mention of water being given to the settlers. 

 

When the settler governments conspired to steal our water they expropriated land from our 

relatives in Shoal Lake #40 First Nation. In 1915, INAC sent Shoal Lake #40 a cheque in the 

amount of $1,500.00 for the lake bed and islands close to the water intake.  

 



In October 2011, during negotiations with INAC they said to our nation that a mistake had been 

made and that half of the $1,500.00 was meant for us. We were supposed to get $750.00 for the 

purchase of the lake bed and islands. They then said to us that to make up for this mistake they 

were offering us $68,810.00 in today’s dollars. 

 

It is our understanding that under their own law it is the so-called Common Law that whoever 

owns the lake bed, owns the water.  

 

If they truly believed that they had somehow obtained ownership of our water they would not 

even have offered the $1,500.00 let alone the $68,810.00 dollars. 

 

Please understand that it is not just about the ownership of the water that we take this position. 

We have to take this position as part of our continuing relationships with the animals, the plant 

life, the fishes and the waters themselves who are unable to defend themselves from the greed 

and thievery of the settlers. 

 

The health our people and our coming generations depends on the health of the eco system that 

supports our existence. Humans are not the keystone species in any environment. We were the 

last to be created and we are the ones who are absolutely dependent on all other Life and the 

Spirits for our continuing existence. 

 

For us, this struggle is spiritual, cultural, social, political and economic. As a nation we have 

been given the resources we need to have a good life. With the invasion the settlers have 

continuously tried to take those resources away from us. 

 

When we negotiated Treaty #3 our ancestors stated that nothing could happen in our territory 

without our consent. Even the English version agrees with this when it states: 

 

Her Majesty reserves the right to deal with such settlers as She shall deem just so as not to 

diminish the extent of land allotted to Indians; and provided also that the aforesaid reserves 

of lands, or any interest or right therein or appurtenant thereto, may be sold, leased or 

otherwise disposed of by the said Government for the use and benefit of the said Indians, 

with the consent of the Indians entitled thereto first had and obtained.” (Emphasis added) 

 



As far as we can tell Treaty #3 is the only numbered treaty with this particular language. The two 

most important elements of this paragraph are the words – appurtenant thereto, which we have 

learned encompasses all of our territory, and, consent of the Indians entitled thereto first had and 

obtained. This is the same as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples principle 

of free, prior and informed consent. 

 

We believe that this is a fundamental right of all Indigenous nations and peoples. This is such a 

fundamental right that Canada along with Australia, New Zealand and the United States have 

fought against this principle for more than 30 years, and continue to fight it. 

 

We are here today to find allies and partners in this struggle. We are a small nation with limited 

resources when it comes to being able to negotiate or litigate this issue. This is a long term issue. 

Not one that can be settled with a one-time payout, or even a payout that is spread out over a 

number of years but at the end of the day we no longer have our fundamental rights. 

 

This is an essential part of nation re-building and re-establishing our rightful place on this 

continent and in the world. Thank you for giving us this time. 


