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The Assembly of First Nations issues regular updates regarding work underway at the national office.   
More information can be found at www.afn.ca. 

 
The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) is providing the following update on its work with Elections Canada 
(EC) which aims to ensure that First Nation voters know how to register and vote in the upcoming 42

nd
 

Federal General Election (October 19, 2015).  

 

Background 

 
First Nation voters face significant barriers to voting. The passing of Bill C-23 in 2014 (Fair Elections Act) 
increases the barriers to voting faced by First Nations.   
 
In January, 2015, the AFN entered into a contract with EC with the main goal of providing information to 
First Nation voters on how to register and vote in the 42

nd
 General Election. In addition, the AFN is 

identifying the barriers that First Nation voters currently face, and developing strategies to mitigate or 
overcome these barriers. A comprehensive final report following the 2015 Federal Election will make 
recommendations to EC regarding the impact of their outreach activities, materials, and programs on First 
Nation potential voters.  
 

 

Bill C-23 – Changes to the Canada Elections Act 

 
Bill C-23 was widely opposed by both the AFN and the CEO of Elections Canada because it increases 
barriers to voting. The significant changes for First Nations include: 
 

1) Narrowing of EC’s Mandate – ECs mandate is now only to provide information to Canadian voters 
on where, when and the ways to register and vote. Elections Canada can no longer support or 
lead ‘Get out the Vote’ campaigns. As a contractor for Elections Canada, the AFN cannot 
participate or lead a ‘Get out the Vote’ campaign under its work with EC. This does not adversely 
impact the ability of the National Chief’s office to develop and carry out strategies, including ‘get 
out the vote campaigns’ or other initiatives around the 2015 Federal Election.  
 

2) Voter Information Card No Longer Accepted as ID – The Voter Information Card (VIC) is no 
longer accepted as a piece of Identification. The VIC is useful because it lets voters know they 
are registered to vote and it provides information on where and when they can vote, but it is no 
longer ID. Even with a VIC, voters will have to provide ID that has both their name and home 
address on it if they wish to vote.  
 

3) Vouching No Longer Allowed – Vouching has been removed from the Act and replaced with 
‘swearing an oath’. Swearing an oath is similar to vouching, but there are restrictions: 
 

a. If you don’t have the proper ID proving your home address and you require someone to 
swear an oath on your behalf you must have two pieces of ID.  Both must have your 
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name on it and you must have someone who knows you attest to your address. This 
person must be registered to vote at the same polling division, and be able to show proof 
of identify and address. This person can only swear an oath for one person.  

 
 

Voting Requirements – What First Nations Need to Know Before Voting  

 

Registration – in advance OR on voting day 
 
You can register in advance OR at the polls when you go to vote. If you register in advance you will 
receive a Voter Information Card (VIC) that will provide information on where and when you can vote. The 
VIC is not a valid piece of ID, as noted above. In every case, you must provide identification that proves 
both your name and your home address.  
 
Advance Registration 
 
Registering in advance will help ensure that you are prepared for Election Day. It will also make the voting 
process easier as you will not need to register at the polls.   
 
Any voter can register in advance online at www.elections.ca. To register online you must have a drivers 
licence. You can also update your information or check to see if you are already registered online. 
Updating your information or checking to see if you are registered does not require a driver’s licence and 
will ensure that the voters list is accurate and up to date. 
 
Many potential voters are registered in advance without realizing it. For example, if you voted in previous 
elections or filed taxes there is a chance that you are automatically registered. Check online at 
www.elections.ca to confirm you are registered and to make sure your information is up to date. 
When you vote, you must provide ID that proves both your name and home address. If you are already 
registered it can be easier to prove your home address because you need only provide ID that matches 
the address on the voters list. This includes addresses that are a PO box, a rural route, or a general 
delivery number. If you are not registered on the voters list in advance you are required to prove your 
home address using a civic address (A street name and number, e.g. 12228 Stewart Street).  If your 
address is a PO box, rural route or general delivery, it is highly recommended you ensure you are 
registered in advance.  
 
You can also register in advance by mail. To do so you must be able to provide photo copies of 
identification that proves both your home address and identity. For specific details and assistance, 
including pre-paid envelopes, please call Elections Canada at 1-800-463-6868 or visit www.elections.ca.   
 
Register at the Polls 
 
If you are not registered in advance, you can always register and vote at the polls. Elections Canada has 
stated that any potential voter who shows up before the polls close will be allowed to register and vote as 
long as they have the proper identification.  
 

Identification – What you need to vote!  
 
You must have ID that proves your home address and identity if you want to vote. Government issued 
photo ID such as a driver’s licence, or a provincial or territorial ID card are the best options because they 
meet all of the ID requirements in a single piece of ID. Voters who do not have a government issued 
photo ID card can still vote, but they must provide two pieces of ID, and both must have their name, and 
one must prove their home address.  
 
Key Types of ID for First Nations 
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Government issued photo ID: 

 driver’s license  

 provincial or territorial ID card  
 
Pieces of ID with your name: 

 status card 

 health card  

 birth certificate 

 social insurance number card  

 label on a prescription container 

 debit card or credit card 
 
Piece of ID with your name and address: 

 utility bill 

 bank statement  

 vehicle ownership 

 letter of confirmation of residence (see below) 
 

ID and First Nation Voters 
 
First Nation voters may have difficulty providing ID that proves their home address, especially people 
living on reserve, because their address may not be a “civic” address (street name and number, e.g. 
12228 Stewart Street).  First Nations people on-reserve may instead have an address that is a PO box, 
rural route, or general delivery number, or a central location like the band office. The problem is you 
cannot use a PO box, rural route, or general delivery number to prove your home address UNLESS this is 
your address on the voters list (see Registration information, above). Conversely, you cannot register 
using a PO box, rural route, or general delivery number. This creates a significant barrier to voting for 
many First Nation potential voters   
 
One solution identified by Elections Canada and the AFN is the letter of confirmation of residence.  
 
Letter of Confirmation of Residence 
 
The letter of confirmation of residence is a document that can be filled out and signed by a band 
administrator and given to individual band members to prove their home address. The letter of 
confirmation of residence should be printed on the First Nation band letterhead and provided to each 
community member who is eligible to vote. The AFN has developed a template letter of confirmation of 
residence that can be provided to each band administrator for distribution.  It is also available on the AFN 
website at www.afn.ca.  
 
The AFN will be reaching out to First Nation band administrators and providing them access to the First 
Nation template letter of confirmation of residence. In addition, the AFN will be providing First Nation band 
administrators information on how to easily and efficiently use the template letter of confirmation of 
residence and provide it to community members.  
 
First Nation voters who plan to use the letter of confirmation of residence must also provide a second 
piece of ID proving their identity, such as a status card or birth certificate.  
 
For the most current version of the letter of confirmation of residence please go to elections.ca or at 
http://www.afn.ca/index.php/en/federal-election-and-voting-information-v2 
 
Swear an Oath / Vouching 
 
Vouching is no longer allowed under the new election law and is replaced by swearing an oath. New 
restrictions place limits on swearing an oath that did not exist in past elections. A voter may swear an 



4 
 

oath attesting to the address of another voter, but can only do this for one person. In addition, both 
individuals must be registered in the same polling division. The person swearing an oath must be able to 
provide proof of home address and identity, while the person who is having the oath sworn for them must 
be able to provide two pieces of ID, both proving their identity.  

 
 

AFN Outreach Activities  

 
The AFN is working with Elections Canada to provide information to First Nation voters on how to register 
and vote in the 42

nd
 General Election.  

 
Specific outreach activities include: 
 

 Attending regional First Nation events and providing information to  First Nation leadership and 
voters; 

 Developing and distributing First Nation specific documents related to the election;   

 Operating an AFN Call-Center to reach out directly to First Nation band administrators; 
 

Next Steps  

 
The AFN began attending regional First Nation events in June, 2015. The AFN Call-Center will begin 
contacting First Nation band administrators soon.   
 
For more information please go to www.elections.ca or call Elections Canada at 1-800-463-6868. You 
can also contact Aaron Asselstine at the AFN at aasselstine@afn.ca, or Donnie Garrow at 
dgarrow@afn.ca. 
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