
Getting from here to there 



 A National Commission of Inquiry is needed to: 

 Examine the nature and extent of violence 
against Aboriginal women & girls 

 The roots causes of the violence 

 Assess the impacts of violence on women & girls, 
family, community & society 

 Guide collaborative policy & program 
development of First Nations, provincial and 
federal governments to reduce the incidents of 
violence 

 Achieve justice & accountability for women & 
girls 

 



 Research by NWAC (Sisters in Spirit) points to 
580 Aboriginal missing women & girls in 
Canada (1970 to 2010).  

 Continued research may have pointed to a 
higher number of missing & murdered 
women & girls. NWAC lost funding in 2010 

 10% of all female homicide victims in Canada 
are Aboriginal (2000 to 2008, NWAC) 

 Aboriginal women & girls continue to go 
missing, everyday 

 



 Ottawa hasn’t said it won’t call an Inquiry. 
Instead, Ottawa has supported a motion to 
establish a parliamentary committee to hold 
hearings on missing & murdered women  

 Media questions to the PM’s office about an 
inquiry shunted to Aboriginal Affairs, thence 
to Justice and finally, to a parliamentary 
secretary for Justice 

 Ottawa refuses to answer questions directly 
on call for an inquiry     



 Extent of support for inquiry, uncertain  

 BC Commission of Inquiry drew controversy, 
many groups boycotted hearings 

 Can enough consensus be found among 
“parties” over mandate? 

 Dubious about value & costs of public 
inquires 

 Result in inordinately high expectations 

 Convinced they are doing enough right now    



 “Immediate Commitment to the 
establishment of National Public Commission 
of Inquiry on Violence Against Indigenous 
Women and Girls, including special focus on 
murdered and Missing Indigenous women, 
and broader factors that lead to increased 
vulnerability among Indigenous peoples”. 



 Mandate a national working committee composed of 
Aboriginals & non-Aboriginals to develop a strategy 
& tactics in support of a national inquiry 

 Make sure the national committee has Terms of 
Reference to guide its work & activities  

 Regional working committees to support and 
complement the work of the national committee 

 Establish national & regional committees A.S.AP. 

 Begin implementing national & regional strategies & 
tactics no later than summer or fall of 2013  

 Regular evaluation & adjustments to the national 
strategy & tactics    



We’ll see it when we 
believe it. 



The beginning. 
 


