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Brokenhead Ojibway Nation is a signatory Nation of the numbered 
treaties, specifically Treaty Number 1, which was signed by our 
Nation in August of 1871. Our Nation is located forty minutes from 
Fort Garry where our ancestors signed Treaty 1, which is now 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. We are also signatories of the 1998 Treaty 
Land Entitlement Framework. Our Nation has been working very 
hard to address the legacy and resolution of our Treaty per capita 
shortfalls, land selection and acquisitions, third party interests, 
municipal relationships, reserve creation through the Additions to 
Reserve policy, and loss of use of our lands. We are pleased that 
there is a forum such as this that lends the podium to the lens and 
perspective of our Nation with regard to the Specific land claim 
process and what it has meant for Brokenhead Ojibway Nation up to 
this point in time. 
 
Pre-tribunal Specific Claim Process 
As a Nation we have settled one specific claim through the pre-
tribunal specific claim process. However, two other claims submitted 
by our Nation had been rejected through this previous process. We 
are now optimistically addressing our previously rejected hydro 
transmission line claim through the current tribunal process. 
 

Tribunal Specific Claim Process 
Although the tribunal process is intended to be an efficient First 
Nation user-friendly mechanism, it continues to be saturated with 
extensive legal process and places challenging or unattainable 
evidentiary burdens on our Nation, a traditionally orally structured 
society that is now only becoming more adaptive to a hard copy 
focused society. 



The lack of placing value on including our historical oral evidence 
regarding our specific claims continues to present a challenge and 
serves to perpetuate the reluctance to acknowledge our traditional 
evidentiary and knowledge keeping system. 
The funding process does not realistically consider the efforts 
required by a First Nation to effectively participate in the specific 
claim process, such as the extensive amount of time spent by 
leadership, the staff and the community coming together to 
determine what, if any evidence can be uncovered within our 
Nation. When involving our Nation in this type of land claim process, 
we require additional time and resources in order to reassure our 
Nation's citizens that we are not losing or giving up any more land 
due to Crown/First Nation legacy issues. The current process 
requires our First Nation to submit a budget proposal to Canada that 
narrowly facilitates the total actual costs of the process that does 
not consider supporting a community involved process undertaken 
to attempt to provide our oral historical evidence. Legal processes 
and representation are prioritized rather than the potential 
contributions of a First Nation such as the contribution of oral 
history. 
It is somewhat concerning that since June 2011, only six claims 
have been settled through the tribunal and that Brokenhead Ojibway 
Nation remains among the 66 First Nation claimants awaiting 
settlement through the tribunal process. As time marches on, so 
does missed opportunity, loss of use, potential development and 
betterment of our Nation. 
 

Its important to highlight that our harvesting Treaty rights are also 
not a reviewable breach under the jurisdiction of the Tribunal to 
award compensation for disruption of our traditional activities. 
 
Our ancestors signed Treaty Number One, 143 years ago in 1871, 
intending to secure a land base that would serve to contain an 
environment of peaceful co-existence for the Brokenhead Ojibway 
Nation. But yet, our allocated land base continues to require that our 



community strive to attain successful and healthy living within 
parameters that contain subdivisions within our Nation that had 
been historically created by Treaty breaches through the 
administration of our lands set aside for our use and benefit. 
 
Our Nation increasingly continues to experience the negative impact 
of the historical taking of our lands for purposes such as railway 
transportation and hydro-electricity. Given the fragile state of our 
home environment, it is crucial for our Nation to have a voice at 
more tables such as this today and that there is a mainstream 
collective value realized with respect to our contributions and 
customs that are integral to concluding the intentions of our 
ancestors in order to correct the historical damage of our Treaty 
relationships. 


