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Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action 



Indigenous Bar Association 
The IBA is a non-profit organization that represents First 
Nation, Métis and Inuit lawyers, judges, legal academics 
and law students in Canada.  The IBA's goals include: 

 providing a forum for networking amongst Indigenous 
lawyers; 

 providing for ongoing education with respect to 
developments in Indigenous law;  

 exchanging information and experiences with respect to 
the application of Indigenous law; and  

 discussing Indigenous legal issues.  

 



Reconciliation 
 "[r]econciliation is not an aboriginal problem; it is a 

Canadian problem. It involves all of us.” Justice 
Sinclair,IPC 

 Among the Calls to Action is the identification of the 
importance of knowledge and education regarding the 
history and legacy of residential schools, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
treaties, aboriginal rights, indigenous laws, and 
aboriginal-crown relations.  

 The information will help the effectiveness of the legal 
profession to serve indigenous clients and for the 
Administration of Justice to deliver justice to indigenous 
people 

 



Calls to Action 
27. We call upon the Federation of Law Societies of Canada 
to ensure that lawyers receive appropriate cultural 
competency training, which includes the history and legacy 
of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties nd Aboriginal rights, 
Indigenous law, and Aboriginal– Crown relations. This will 
require skills-based training in intercultural competency, 
conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism. 

28. We call upon law schools in Canada to require all law 
students to take a course in Aboriginal people and the law, 
which includes the history and legacy of residential schools, 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and 
Aboriginal–Crown relations. This will require skills-based 
training in intercultural competency, 



As Indigenous Lawyers, we uphold the law, we uphold 
justice. The Indigenous Bar Association holds that the legal 
profession should embrace the report and respond to the 
challenge of reconciliation.  We are here to assist, support 
and create partnerships to make it happen.  

 



Filling those Gaps 

The Indigenous Bar Association recently partnered with the TRC and the 
University of Victoria Faculty of Law’s Indigenous Law Research Clinic 
(funded by the Law Foundation of Ontario) on the Accessing Justice and 
Reconciliation Project (“AJR Project”). 
 
The overall vision for this project was to honour the internal strengths and 
resiliencies present in Indigenous societies, including the resources within 
these societies’ own legal traditions. The goal of the AJR Project was to 
better recognize how Indigenous societies used their own legal traditions to 
successfully deal with harms and conflicts between and within groups and to 
identify and articulate legal principles that could be accessed and applied 
today to work toward healthy and strong futures for communities. 
 
 http://www.indigenousbar.ca/indigenouslaw/ 



Creating Space 
 Federal Court Aboriginal Bar Liaison Committee 

 Partnership with Canadian Human Rights Commission, supporting 
recent report “Honouring the Strength of Our Sisters: Increasing 
Access to Human Rights Justice for Indigenous Women and Girls”  

 National Action Committee on Access to Civil and Family Justice 

 Working with Law Societies to implement TRC Recommendations, 
Alberta, BC, Manitoba and Law Society of Upper Canada.  

 Ongoing support and advocacy for MMIWG Inquiry 

 Interventions at the SCC, most recently Williams Case. 

 Ongoing advocacy to the Judicial Systems that govern our professional 
and carry our Justice for Canada.  



In Process 

 Indigenous Lawyer Legal Directory, Fall/Winter 2016 

 Annual Fall Conference – River Rock Casino Resort, 
Vancouver, BC,  October 13-14, 2016. 



The Future 
 More Indigenous Law Students, Indigenous Legal 

Academics, Indigenous Lawyers, Indigenous Judges 

 A Justice System that recognizes that this country is in 
partnership with Indigenous Communities and that 
needs to be reflected in the System itself.  

 There are doors and rooms we are not in yet, we can 
help each other to get into those rooms and ensure TRC 
recommendations are implemented.  

 Let us start with filling the SCC appointment with 
Indigenous Representation.  



  Koren Lightning-Earle 
President 

Indigenous Bar Association  
Klightning-earle@indigenousbar.ca 

 
WWW.INDIGENOUSBAR.CA 
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