
STATEMENT OF PARTNERSHIP 
 

BETWEEN 
 

THE RICK HANSEN FOUNDATON (RHF) 
 

AND THE 
 

ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS (AFN)/NATIONAL INDIAN BROTHERHOOD 
 

PREAMBLE 
 
The AFN is the national organization representing First Nation citizens in Canada. The AFN represents all 
citizens regardless of age, gender or place of residence and is represented by a duly elected National Chief. 
 
The AFN is committed to strengthening First Nation families and communities, advocating for the respect and 
recognition of First Nations’ rights, advancing economic and environmental interests, and supporting First 
Nation governments and nation-building. 
 
Twenty-five years following his legendary Man in Motion World Tour, Rick Hansen’s journey to realize his 
dream of a world inclusive and accessible to all, continues. Building on a lifetime of extraordinary 
accomplishments, Rick believes his best work is still in front of him; challenging us to dream extraordinary 
dreams, to focus attention on accessibility and to remind everyone that when we remove barriers, anything is 
possible. 
 
The RHF is focused on accelerating progress toward a healthier planet, healthier people and inclusive society. A 
cornerstone of the Foundation’s work has been to create opportunities for collaboration, engage people with 
disabilities in setting priorities, and support the best and brightest to discover and share new knowledge; 
 
The RHF wishes to meaningfully engage Aboriginal Peoples in the activities of the Foundation in a way that 
respects Aboriginal languages, traditions, protocols and cultures; and  
 
The RHF and the AFN wish to build a strategic alliance to address issues of common interest, inspire hope and 
create a better future for all. 
 
PRINCIPLES 
 
The signatories of this Statement of Partnership acknowledge and agree that: 
 

1. This Statement of Partnership is based on the principle of mutual respect and recognition. 
 
2. Subjects of common interest include existing and future initiatives in areas such as accessibility, disability, 

inclusion, health & wellness, youth engagement and sustainability. 
 
3. Accordingly, mutually agreeable workplans will be developed to collaborate on such initiatives as, and 

not limited to: 
 

 IndigenACTION events 
 

 

 Spinal cord injury emergency response 
 Fundraising  
 Aboriginal Programming 
 Education 

 
4. To ensure mutual accountability, the results of this work will be reported on, at a minimum, once per 

year to the Chiefs-in-Assembly and RHF’s Board of Directors. 
 

5. Discussions pursuant to this Statement of Partnership are intended to enhance and support capacity 
building processes and opportunities and are without prejudice to, and not intended to replace or 
supersede any existing or future initiative between AFN, RHF, and other key stakeholders, nor restrict 
either party’s ability to participate in similar activities with other organizations or individuals. 

 
6. This Statement of Partnership is not a legally binding agreement and, for greater certainty, does not 

create legally enforceable obligations for either the AFN or the RHF, nor are the parties hereto legally 
committed to concluding any further contract or agreement.  

 
7. The actions contemplated in this Statement of Partnership will begin upon signing.  
 
8. Either the AFN or the RHF may terminate this Statement of Partnership upon delivery of written notice 

to this effect.  
 
9. This Statement of Partnership will be in effect for (2) two years from the signing date, and after that two 

year period will be automatically renewed annually unless a written notice of termination is delivered by 
either party to the other.  

 
 
Signed on the _____ day of _______________ in the City of ____________________ in the province of 
____________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Rick Hansen National Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo 
On behalf of the Rick Hansen Foundation On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations 
 


