
PARLIAMENTARY WRAP-UP FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 21 – 25, 2013 
 
Updates on Key Legislation pertaining to First Nations 

On Monday, October 21, 2013 a motion was approved that during the next 30 sitting days, a bill from the 
previous session may be reintroduced as it was at the time of prorogation, it will be reinstated at the last 
stage completed.   
 
Private Member Bills continue at the last stage fully completed in the House of Commons. 
 
Please note: LEGISinfo, a website maintained by the Library of Parliament, provides comprehensive 
information on all legislation: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/Home.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&ParliamentSession=41-2 
  
Private Member Bills 
 
Bill C-428: Indian Act Amendment and Replacement Act 
 Debated at report stage on Friday, October 25, 2013 - transcripts are attached.  
 Introduced on June 4, 2012, by Rob Clarke, Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River.  Completed study 

by the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development and was reported back 
to the House of Commons with amendments.  These amendments include removal of the Bill’s repeal 
of sections related to wills and estates in the Indian Act as well as removal of the repeal of First 
Nations’ authority for by-laws restricting intoxicants.  

 Amends provisions of the Indian Act including repealing provision which limit bylaw authority and 
require submission to the Minister before they can come into force; repeals provisions related to 
residential schools. 

 Sets out in preamble a commitment to develop new legislation to replace the Indian Act and 
continuing work in “exploring creative options for the development of this new legislation in 
collaboration with the First Nations that have demonstrated an interest in this work” 

 Establishes a requirement for the Minister to report annually on efforts to replace sections of the 
Indian Act with modern amendments or legislation. 

 
Bill C-469:  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. 
 Introduced on January 28, 2013 by Romeo Saganash, Abitibi – Baie-James – Nunavik – Eeyou. 
 Requires the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 

Canada are consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and that the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs must prepare an annual report to Parliament for the next four years 
reviewing progress in implementing this law. 

  
Committee Business 
 
A motion to reinstate the Special Committee on Violence Against Indigenous Women and Girls was 
approved on October 21, 2013.  The committee is to complete its work by February 14, 2014.  Standing 
Committees will be convening over the next week to elect chairs and set agendas. 
 
 
House of Commons Highlights 
  

October 21, 2013 



Status of Women 

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.):  
Mr. Speaker, the Liberal Party of Canada has been calling for a national public inquiry into missing and 
murdered indigenous women and girls for years, echoing not only the urging of loved ones, but aboriginal 
leaders, the international community and all of the provincial and territorial premiers. 

[Translation] 

To bring this tragic situation to a close, a national public inquiry needs to be conducted and we need a 
national plan of action to mobilize departmental and administrative resources. 

[English] 

Today I would like to take the opportunity to commend the courage of the Conservative member for 
Yukon for standing up for his constituents by publicly calling for a national inquiry into missing and 
murdered indigenous women and girls. 
Canadians from coast to coast to coast have told us that they are tired of sending Conservative MPs to 
Ottawa to represent their issues when all they get back are messages from the Prime Minister to their 
communities. 
The member for Yukon's refusal to be silenced by the PMO should be applauded. I call on his colleagues 
across the aisle to follow his example and tell the Prime Minister to finally listen and call a national public 
inquiry now. 

* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, first nations have lost confidence that the government will uphold its duty to consult. They 
have lost confidence that the government will engage in respectful and peaceful dialogue.  
 
The UN special rapporteur, James Anaya, called on Canada to take a less adversarial, position-based 
approach in its dealings with indigenous peoples. Will the government heed the words of the UN special 
rapporteur and respect its duty to consult? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, indeed the United Nations special rapporteur did come to visit Canada. I had the privilege of 
meeting with him. When he left, he made another statement. He said:  
 It is clear to me that Canada is aware of and concerned about these issues, and that it is taking steps to 

address them. I have learned about numerous programs, policies and efforts that have been rolled out 
at the federal and provincial levels, and many of these have achieved notable successes. 

 
That is why we will continue in the same direction.  

* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Mrs. Maria Mourani (Ahuntsic, Ind.):  
Mr. Speaker, I have seen an unacceptable lack of safety for women and children in first nations 
communities. Aboriginal women are seven times more likely to be murdered than other non-aboriginal 
women in Canada.  
 



A few days ago, the UN Special Rapporteur found that the government must conduct an inquiry into the 
large number of missing and murdered aboriginal women. Many cases remain unsolved. Last March, the 
provincial and territorial human rights commissions made the same request. 
What is the government waiting for? When will it launch a national public commission of inquiry? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, as we have already indicated several times, this is an important issue that the government 
takes very seriously.  
 
That is why we adopted a seven-point strategy in 2010 that the government is now carrying out in co-
operation with the provinces. 
 
We know that this situation is unacceptable. We are of the opinion that governments that do not really 
want to take action conduct studies and inquiries. We, on the other hand, have decided to act. 

October 22, 2013 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Mr. Jonathan Genest-Jourdain (Manicouagan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, today the Conservatives will present their most recent version of the first nations education 
bill in a climate of utter distrust and widespread concern with respect to this government.  
 
We should remember that the UN rapporteur asked the government not to rush forward with this bill. It is 
not too late to change course and fix an education system that is handicapped by chronic underfunding. 
 
Will the minister choose confrontation or collaboration? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, collaboration. 

[English] 

Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, the minister's words do not match his actions. Any first nations education act must be 
backed up with adequate funding. Former Auditor General Sheila Fraser said it would take up to 28 years 
to eliminate the education gap with first nations students. Under the Conservatives, this gap has widened 
even more.  
 
Canada is setting these children up for failure. Will the minister provide equal funding for on-reserve 
schools? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC): 
Mr. Speaker, what the government will not do is throw more money at a known system of education that 
proves to be failing too many first nations students across the country. The fact of the matter is that a lot 
of experts, chiefs, and organizations throughout the country, including the Auditor General, have called 
for a legislative framework. We committed, as a government, to work with aboriginal peoples, and that is 
what we are continuing to do and will continue to do.  

* * * 

October 23, 2013 



Aboriginal Affairs  
 
Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, late last night the government quietly posted online a draft of the new first nations education 
act. 
 
Conservatives are proposing a complex and costly new bureaucracy for a first nations education system 
that is already grossly underfunded compared to other schools in Canada. 
If the government is ready to work with first nations communities in a spirit of reconciliation, will the 
minister stand up right now and agree to stop underfunding on-reserve schools? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, the government is consulting on a draft proposal for first nation education on which it has 
not taken any kind of decision.  
 
With first nations stakeholders, provinces, and people who care, we look forward to participating in this 
consultation process and receiving their comments and feedback so that collectively as a country we can 
live up to our responsibility to ensure that first nations students get a good education system in place. 

[Translation] 

 
Mr. Jonathan Genest-Jourdain (Manicouagan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, the minister continues to spout nonsense. 
 
The minister wants to link funding for schools with performance. However, as everyone knows, the 
problem is that the schools on reserve are currently underfunded. Given that situation, we cannot expect 
very high performance levels. The problem with the performance of aboriginal schools is underfunding.  
 
When will the minister address the root of the problem and provide adequate funding for schools rather 
than continue to decrease— 
 
The Speaker:  
The hon. Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development. 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, the member would do well to prepare his own questions. Then he would not have trouble 
reading the text that someone else prepared for him. 
First, what he is saying is completely false. In the proposal that was issued yesterday, funding is in no 
way related to performance. Once again, this is a proposal. A final decision has not yet been made. We 
are in the process of consulting with first nations, the provinces and people who are interested in 
developing an education system for first nations students in Canada. 

* * * 

October 24, 2013 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.):  
Mr. Speaker, the government's first nations education proposal has received a failing grade from coast to 
coast to coast. First nations are rightfully frustrated. The proposal ignores the fundamental problem of 
equitable funding. Instead, it imposes new requirements on them with no new resources.  
 



Why does the minister still refuse to deal with the outright discrimination that exists when funding first 
nations students? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, I think I have been clear enough on this proposal. This is a proposal that was developed 
after months and months of consultation. This is a proposal that has been put out for discussion with first 
nations, stakeholders, provinces, and people who are interested in achieving the objective of having an 
education system that produces results. 
 
This consultation has been going on now for over 10 months, and we have not yet received one single 
idea or proposal from the Liberals. If they have any ideas, they should pass them along. We need them. 
 
Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.):  
Mr. Speaker, it has been 10 months of the minister not listening to the first nations. First nations are very 
clear that more bureaucracy, more paperwork, and more power to the minister is not the answer for two-
thirds of students not completing high school. 
 
When will the minister push “pause” on this failed top-down strategy, sit down with first nations, and build 
a workable, fully funded plan that respects, supports, and empowers first nations to have full control over 
their education systems? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, in that regard, I invite the hon. member, her party, and any other members of the House if 
they have great ideas as to how we can achieve the objectives or can improve on this proposal. This is 
what consultation is all about. We have invited stakeholders, national chiefs, and tribal chiefs all across 
the country to look at the proposal and give us their ideas. No final decision has been made on this 
proposal, and that is what consultation is all about. I cannot think of why they would oppose that we 
consult. 

* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs  

Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, earlier this week I asked the minister a question about whether or not the government would 
respect its duty to consult, and it was in the context of the comments by the UN aboriginal envoy, Mr. 
Anaya, on a number of issues. In particular I want to highlight the issues around the first nation education 
act. 
 
In Mr. Anaya's statement, he said: 
 ...I have heard remarkably consistent and profound distrust toward the First Nations Education Act 

being developed by the federal government, and in particular deep concerns that the process for 
developing the Act has not appropriately included nor responded to aboriginal views. In light of this, I 
urge the Government not to rush forward with this legislation, but to re-initiate discussions with 
aboriginal leaders to develop a process, and ultimately a bill, that addresses aboriginal concerns and 
incorporates aboriginal viewpoints.... 

 
I have heard from many people since the government released its draft of the first nation education act. 
One person who wrote me talked about seven tests for the first nation education act. I will not have time 
to go through all of them, but there are a couple of points I think are important. 
 
The first test is this: does it guarantee actual funding allocations, or leave it to the discretion of the 
department? 
 



The second test is this: does it guarantee needs-based funding or equity to provincial schools? 
The third test is whether this is real first nations control of education, or will the federal government 
maintain oversight? 
 
The fourth test is this: will this act enable the full expression of first nations languages and cultures in first 
nation schools? 
 
There are a number of other important tests as well. 
 
I raise this point because the government itself commissioned a report called “Nurturing the Learning 
Spirit of First Nation Students”. There was not agreement on every point in that report, but there are a 
couple of pieces I want to highlight in the context of duty to consult.  
 
The report outlined an important principle when it said: 
 First Nation Education Reform must be undertaken in the spirit of reconciliation and collaboration 

among First Nations, the Government of Canada, and provincial and territorial governments. 
 
There were a number of recommendations made, and I want to touch on two of them.  
 
The report said: 
 A strong First Nation Education System would be built upon a solid foundation that encompasses the 

following:  
 The co-creation of legislation in the form of a First Nation Education Act that outlines responsibilities for 

each partner in the system and recognizes and protects the First Nation child's right to their culture, 
language and identity, a quality education, funding of the system, and First Nation control of First Nation 
education 

 
The other important recommendation, of course, was: 
 Statutory funding that is needs-based, predictable, sustainable and used specifically for education 

purposes 
 
In the context of a report that was commissioned by the government and an interim statement by the 
special envoy, Mr. Anaya, on the need for meaningful consultation—and one can read “accommodation” 
into that—I want to reiterate my question to the parliamentary secretary: will the government heed the 
word of the UN special rapporteur and respect its duty to consult? 
 
Mr. Mark Strahl (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise to speak to the question of the hon. member for Nanaimo—Cowichan, 
a fellow British Columbian and someone who is concerned about aboriginal peoples in Canada. 
 
This is my first opportunity to participate in adjournment proceedings and I am glad you are in the chair 
for that experience too, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Our government was pleased to have had the opportunity to meet the United Nations special rapporteur 
during his recent visit to Canada. During his visit, he met with the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and 
afterward he stated: 
 It is clear to me that Canada is aware of and concerned about these issues, and that it is taking steps to 

address them. I have learned about numerous programs, policies and efforts that have been rolled out 
at the federal and provincial levels, and many of these have achieved notable successes. 

 
In response to that statement the minister said that the social well-being of aboriginals was at the centre 
of Canada's preoccupations and explained why the government had taken and continued to take effective 
incremental steps to improve the situation. 



 
Clearly, our government recognizes the challenges faced by many aboriginal people in Canada and that 
is why we are committed to working collaboratively and creatively on shared priorities and toward moving 
forward in the spirit of reconciliation on our shared goal with first nations to create the conditions for 
healthier, more self-sufficient first nations communities and our first nations education act consultations 
fall into that category. 
 
We are happy that the UN special rapporteur pointed to the numerous efforts our government had taken 
to address treaty and aboriginal claims as well as to encourage jobs, economic growth and long-term 
prosperity for Canada's first nations communities. 
The special rapporteur's observations in regard to the well-being of aboriginal peoples clearly illustrates 
where our government has taken and continues to take practical and incremental steps to improve the 
situation in collaboration and consultation with aboriginal peoples. 
 
We acknowledge the special rapporteur's preliminary observations and recommendations and we look 
forward to his final report. Once we receive the final report of the special rapporteur, our government will 
review the report and its conclusions and recommendations. 
 
In addition, our government will continue to respect aboriginal and treaty rights by consulting with those 
aboriginal groups whose rights and related interests may be adversely impacted by any proposed activity. 
 
It was our government that endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
and reaffirmed its commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples. Our 
endorsement of the declaration clearly demonstrates our commitment to renew our relationship with 
aboriginals and to continue to work in partnership to create a better Canada. 
 
Our government has taken considerable steps to address the challenges faced by aboriginals. Since 
2006, we have brought in key legislation to improve first nations quality of life, governance and legal 
protections and we are committed to taking continued action on this front. 
 
Ms. Jean Crowder:  
Mr. Speaker, I want to welcome the parliamentary secretary to his new role. I look forward to working with 
him on committee. 
 
I need to also put on the record a couple of pieces here.  
 
Mr. Anaya said, “From all I have learned, I can only conclude that Canada faces a crisis when it comes to 
the situation of indigenous peoples of the country”. He went on to say that the Canadian government still 
had a long way to go in narrowing the “well-being gap between aboriginals and non-aboriginals” and he 
urged the government not to rush forward with the education reform legislation but to re-initiate 
discussions with aboriginal leaders. 
 
By any test, re-initiating discussions with aboriginal leaders does not solely rely on a website that says 
“email us your comments”. That is not meaningful consultation.  
 
I want to come back to the government's own report that it commissioned that talked about co-creating 
legislation. Co-creating legislation means that first nations sit at the table, help develop the process and 
are there throughout the entire process, right through to the conclusion of developing new legislation. 
 
Again, will the government respect its duty to consult and to accommodate first nations? 
 
Mr. Mark Strahl:  
Mr. Speaker, our government takes its legal duty to consult and accommodate very seriously. Where 
appropriate, we have said that we would accommodate aboriginal groups if it has been determined that 
treaty and aboriginal rights could be impacted. 
 



I do take issue with the idea that somehow we are rushing forward on first nations education reform. We 
have consulted widely with first nations right across the country. The minister has put out a proposal for 
first nations education. He has not committed to introducing it even in the House before he hears from 
first nations right across the country. He sent that framework to every first nation in the country, to the 
national chiefs, to the regional chiefs and to the grand chiefs. First nations people right across the country 
will have an opportunity as will all other interested stakeholders to provide their input, to be consulted and 
to give us their ideas on what they think should be in a first nations education act.  
 
We know that we need to improve first nations education in Canada and that is something to which our 
government is certainly committed. 
 
Highlights in the Senate  

October 23, 2013 

Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women and Girls 

Hon. Lillian Eva Dyck: Honourable senators, my question is addressed to the Leader of the 
Government. 

Last week the Governor General read this government's Speech from the Throne. Under the section 
entitled "Supporting Victims and Punishing Criminals," there is brief mention of the tragic issue of missing 
and murdered Aboriginal women and girls. It reads: 

 Aboriginal women are disproportionately the victims of violent crime. Our Government will renew 
its efforts to address the issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women. 

 Canadians also know that prostitution victimizes women and threatens the safety of our 
communities. Our Government will vigorously defend the constitutionality of Canada's prostitution 
laws. 

(1430) 

I was appalled to hear the issues of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and prostitution spoken one 
right after the other in the Throne Speech. It gave the impression that missing and murdered Aboriginal 
women and prostitution are causally related. That is an unfortunate connection that ought to be stopped, 
as it does not represent the true or complete story of Aboriginal women who have been disappeared or 
murdered. 

So my question for the Leader of the Government in the Senate is this: The government has pledged to 
vigorously defend its prostitution laws, but why hasn't it pledged to vigorously defend Aboriginal women 
from being made missing or murdered? 

[Translation] 

Hon. Claude Carignan (Leader of the Government): The Speech from the Throne was very clear about 
our position on missing and murdered Aboriginal women. We are determined to put an end to any type of 
violence against women and girls. We are extremely concerned about this serious issue. We have taken 
practical measures by investing significant amounts to address the issue of missing and murdered 
Aboriginal women and girls in Canada. 

As the Speech from the Throne mentioned and as the practical measures we have taken show, we 
support the family violence prevention program, which gives funding to shelters and initiatives that work to 
prevent violence against women living on reserves. 



We introduced a number of measures — at least 30 — pertaining to justice and public safety, including 
stiffer sentences for murder, sexual assault and kidnapping. This situation is of great concern to us. We 
want the practical measures that have been implemented to have an impact and we want to continue in 
that direction. That is why this issue was included in the Throne Speech. 

[English] 

Senator Dyck: Thank you for that answer. You know, it actually gets worse in the speech. First it talked 
about missing and murdered Aboriginal women, and then it talked about prostitution. Then, right after the 
sentences on missing and murdered Aboriginal women and prostitution, the Speech from the Throne 
continued with this statement: 

Finally, our Government recognizes the daily risks taken by police officers and their service animals. It will 
bring forward Quanto's law in honour of them. 

Honourable senators, some of you may not know that Quanto was a police dog. So we had Aboriginal 
women, prostitution and dogs all together in the Throne Speech: very appalling. 

So my question for the Leader of the Government in the Senate is this: The government will bring forth 
legislation to honour police dogs; why isn't it bringing forth legislation to honour missing and murdered 
Aboriginal women? 

Some Hon. Senators: Hear, hear. 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: This is a tragic situation. It is unfortunate that you are trying to impute inappropriate 
motives to the government because of the way a speech was worded. Our government wants to take 
action with regard to the tragic issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women. As I said, we recently 
passed a law that gives women living on First Nation reserves the same matrimonial rights as all 
Canadians, including access to emergency protection orders. Many measures — at least 30 — have 
been introduced to protect women who are the victims of violence, sexual assault or kidnapping. We are 
taking this matter to heart and I hope, honourable senator, that the elements included in the Throne 
Speech will reassure you of the government's steadfast commitment in this regard. 

[English] 

Hon. Jim Munson: Honourable senators, my question for the Leader of the Government in the Senate is 
this: Why is your government so opposed to an inquiry? We've asked you over and over again. Why the 
opposition? It just makes so much sense — to this country, to Aboriginal women, to their families and to 
all of us — that we have a full public inquiry dealing with this issue. Why are you so opposed? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: As I said, a number of measures were adopted and more may be adopted in the 
future. We need to focus on the needs and take meaningful steps to protect female victims of violence 
and to invest resources in looking for missing Aboriginal women and girls. We have invested a 
tremendous amount of money in this, and we will continue to do so. We have also talked about domestic 
violence prevention programs that provide funding to shelters and violence prevention initiatives on 
reserves. We want to take meaningful action that will have an impact on this issue. 



Hon. Roméo Antonius Dallaire: Mr. Leader of the Government in the Senate, this is the first time I have 
addressed you in your new role. I would like to congratulate you; what luck to be in this role at this 
particular time. 

I see a problem with the answer you gave about this issue. The majority of cases where women were 
abducted, have disappeared or were abused took place in provinces where the RCMP is the main police 
force in the province, whether at the provincial or municipal level. Even when under contract with a 
province, the RCMP remains under the ultimate authority of the federal government and the Minister of 
Public Safety. 

The Defence Committee studied the RCMP's internal issues. I do not understand why the Minister of 
Public Safety is not providing very specific directives about launching a formal campaign to get to the 
bottom of the issue of domestic abuse and put it at the forefront, using all resources available. 

This would never have happened in Montreal or Toronto, but it is happening in Aboriginal communities. 
There is a serious problem and it is up to the federal government to deal with it. Why has it not given the 
orders, and why has it not launched a major campaign to meet these needs? 

Senator Carignan: You are making a suggestion. The government can take many meaningful actions. 
You talked about justice and public safety. We can institute harsher sentences for murder, sexual assault 
and kidnapping. We can implement various measures. We all care about these issues. As we said in the 
Speech from the Throne, we will pay special attention to this issue over the next two years. 

Senator Dallaire: I would like to ask a supplementary question. Saying they will pay special attention 
does not mean much. They pay special attention to a thousand and one things. 

Senator Carignan: That is not so special... 

Senator Dallaire: What I am trying to say is that your answer suggests you are like a 12-gauge shotgun: 
you shoot at everything. Instead of giving the impression that you are taking all kinds of disjointed 
measures to address this problem, why not create an RCMP task force or some such at the national level 
to take control of the situation and create a very specific mandate for the RCMP with respect to Canada's 
Aboriginal women? 

(1440) 

Senator Carignan: I have heard your suggestion, senator, and many other people may make 
suggestions. What counts is having a government that is listening. We have worked hard on this issue, 
we have implemented concrete measures and that is why we want to continue to take action in this 
matter. The purpose of a Throne Speech is to announce the government's intentions. Thus, if something 
specific is said about a subject, it means that it will be singled out and will be one of the elements in the 
government's programs in the next two years. 

As for the 12-gauge shotgun, it depends on whether or not you go duck hunting. For duck hunting, it is 
better to have a 12-gauge shotgun. 

[English] 

Senator Jaffer: Honourable senators, I have a supplementary question. Leader, in my province we had 
an inquiry on missing women and the commissioner, Mr. Oppal, said one of the things they could not look 
into was the work of the RCMP. As you know, a lot of the area where the women are missing is where the 
RCMP is involved. You have heard from us today that we need to look at the role of the RCMP. Do you 
undertake to take it to your government to look at the role of the RCMP with regard to missing women? 



[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: The RCMP's role is to protect individuals. That includes people who find themselves 
in precarious situations. I believe that the issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls that 
you are raising today is an important matter for us. Concrete action is being taken by all departments, 
including the Department of Justice and the Department of Public Safety, and by organizations under 
these departments, including the RCMP. 

 

 
 


