
PARLIAMENTARY WRAP-UP FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 28 – NOVEMBER 1, 
2013 
 
Updates on Key Legislation pertaining to First Nations 
 
On Monday, October 21, 2013 a motion was approved that during the next 30 sitting days, a bill from the 
previous session may be reintroduced as it was at the time of prorogation, it will be reinstated at the last 
stage completed.   
 
Private Member Bills continue at the last stage fully completed in the House of Commons. 
 
Please note: LEGISinfo, a website maintained by the Library of Parliament, provides comprehensive 
information on all legislation: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/Home.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&ParliamentSession=41-2 
 
Bill S-6: First Nations Elections Act 
 Introduced in the House of Commons on October 29, 2013 (previously Bill S-6 in the last session and 

had completed second reading in the House of Commons before prorogation). 
 Referred to the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development for 

study. 
 Bill S-6 is opt-in legislation for First Nations who conduct their elections under the Indian Act  
 Extends the election term from two to four years; has provisions for a re-call mechanism; elections 

can be contested in a court and sets-out offences and penalties in relation to the election of a chief or 
councillor.  

 Concerns have been expressed about provisions in the Bill that empower the Minister of AANDC to 
order a First Nation under the Act, including one that conducts custom elections, in the event of a 
dispute or an election overturned by the Governor-in-Council.  

 Includes opt-out provisions for First Nations to transition to custom codes.  
 Legislation results from initiatives of the Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nation Chiefs and the 

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs.  
 
Private Member Bills 
 
Bill C-428: Indian Act Amendment and Replacement Act 
 Debated at report stage on Friday, October 25, 2013 – has not yet completed this stage and will 

return for further debate.  
 Introduced on June 4, 2012, by Rob Clarke, Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River.  Completed study 

by the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development and was reported back 
to the House of Commons with amendments.  These amendments include removal of the Bill’s repeal 
of sections related to wills and estates in the Indian Act as well as removal of the repeal of First 
Nations’ authority for by-laws restricting intoxicants.  

 Amends provisions of the Indian Act including repealing provision which limit bylaw authority and 
require submission to the Minister before they can come into force; repeals provisions related to 
residential schools. 

 Sets out in preamble a commitment to develop new legislation to replace the Indian Act and 
continuing work in “exploring creative options for the development of this new legislation in 
collaboration with the First Nations that have demonstrated an interest in this work” 

 Establishes a requirement for the Minister to report annually on efforts to replace sections of the 
Indian Act with modern amendments or legislation. 

 
Bill C-469:  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. 
 Introduced on January 28, 2013 by Romeo Saganash, Abitibi – Baie-James – Nunavik – Eeyou. 



 Requires the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 
Canada are consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and that the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs must prepare an annual report to Parliament for the next four years 
reviewing progress in implementing this law. 

  
Committee Business 
 
A motion to reinstate the Special Committee on Violence Against Indigenous Women and Girls was 
approved on October 21, 2013.  The committee is to complete its work by February 14, 2014.  Standing 
Committees will be convening over the next week to elect chairs and set agendas. 
 
House of Commons Highlights 
  

October 28, 2013 

RCMP Commanding Officer in Saskatchewan 
 
Mr. Rob Clarke (Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill River, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise today to honour a much-decorated member of my constituency. 
 
Russ Mirasty, a Lac La Ronge Indian Band member, joined the RCMP in 1976 as a first nations member 
and Cree-speaking person. He served the RCMP in six divisions in a variety of positions, including 
general policing, the police dog services, highway patrol, and divisional aboriginal policing services in 
posts across the nation. He briefly left the force to serve as executive director of his first nations home, 
the Lac La Ronge Indian Band. Upon his return to the RCMP, he worked as operations officer for the 
north district in Prince Albert, before moving to Ottawa in 2009 to oversee national aboriginal policing and 
crime prevention services. In 2010, Russ Mirasty made history by becoming the first aboriginal 
commanding officer in “F” Division, an appointment that made him Saskatchewan's top-ranking officer. 
 
In August 2013, Russ announced his retirement from the force. I am sure the entire nation joins me in 
thanking Commanding Officer Russ Mirasty for his service to our national police force and our country. I 
would like to also thank Mr. Russ Mirasty for giving up his safety to serve others in the community. 

* * * 

Missing Aboriginal Women 
 
Mr. Mathieu Ravignat (Pontiac, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I rise today to mark five years since the disappearance of Maisy 
Odjick and Shannon Alexander, two young aboriginal women from the Anishnabeg community of Kitigan 
Zibi. As a father of two girls, I can't imagine the ordeal the family has been through and my prayers and 
hopes are with them.  
 
Unfortunately, too many aboriginal women and girls go missing, and this more often than non-aboriginals. 
Unfortunately this is still widely considered an isolated matter and not a grave public concern.  
 
I rise today to say that this is indeed a nationwide problem, an issue that we should all be concerned 
about. In fact, it is a national disgrace, and the inaction of the government is even more so. These 
families deserve justice just like any other Canadian family and it is not an exaggeration to say that the 
whole world is watching in shame. 
 



As a father and a strong believer of respect and equality among aboriginal and non-aboriginal peoples, I 
wonder when this government will stop procrastinating. When will it take its responsibility seriously and 
start a public inquiry? When, Mr. Speaker? The only humane answer to that question is, “Now”. 

* * * 

Chief Ernie Campbell 
 
Ms. Joyce Murray (Vancouver Quadra, Lib.): 
Mr. Speaker, I was deeply saddened by the news this Saturday that former chief Ernie Campbell of the 
Musqueam First Nation passed away. 
 
Over the years I was fortunate to have known Chief Campbell, a thoughtful, determined leader who 
helped build bridges and foster understanding among all cultures. 
 
Ernie Campbell was first elected chief of the Musqueam in 1998 and served for 14 years. He was a 
former residential school student and graduated from Magee Secondary School in Vancouver Quadra. He 
was also a former boxing champion, so it is not surprising he had a reputation as a fighter for his 
community. Chief Campbell was a tireless promoter of aboriginal land and fishing rights, and last year led 
a protest resulting in a negotiated settlement to protect an ancient burial ground known as the Marpole 
Midden. 
 
On behalf of my Liberal colleagues and all colleagues in Parliament, I would like to express our deep 
condolences to Chief Campbell's family and community. I have no doubt that he will be greatly missed by 
all who had the honour of knowing him. 

* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Mr. Romeo Saganash (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, the Conservatives sent a message at the end of last week by refusing to renew the 
government's rental agreement with the First Nations University of Canada in Regina. The university is 
facing a financial hit of $1.4 million.  
 
When the problem of inadequate funding for first nations education is on the agenda, how can the 
minister justify this new disengagement from the country's first nations? 
 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC): 
Mr. Speaker, as most members of the House know, there is a transparent process and there are rules to 
ensure the fair renewal of federal leasing arrangements. 
 
In this case, when the lease expired, the Department of Public Works and Government Services issued a 
call for proposals. The university was eligible to submit a proposal but chose not to do so. As a result, the 
rules apply. 
 
That is what happened. 
 
Ms. Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Cowichan, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, adequately investing in first nations education is in the interest of all Canadians. Closing the 
funding gap for first nations kids attending on-reserve schools should be at the centre of any education 
proposal. Instead, the minister is treating this critical issue as an afterthought in his proposal for the first 
nations education act. 
 
Why is the minister delaying any attempt to close the funding gap? 



 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, the premise of the hon. member's question is totally false. If she cares to read the proposal, 
she will find out that for the first time in a hundred and some years in Canada, this proposal casts an 
obligation on the minister to pay the cost of education at the secondary and elementary levels for first 
nations. 
The members opposite should be welcoming this statutory obligation on the minister, which is now at his 
whim because it is only a policy. We want to make it statute-based, and first nations will benefit. 

* * * 

The Environment 
 
Ms. Linda Duncan (Edmonton—Strathcona, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, if a bill is tabled that increases funding for inspection and enforcement, I guarantee we will 
vote for it. 
 
The government speaks publicly of balanced development and a new respectful working relationship with 
first nations. The reality is far the opposite. Incredibly, last week it downgraded environmental 
assessment rules to exempt in situ oil sands projects from any review or hearing.  
 
This exemption not only contradicts the information of its own scientists but abrogates constitutional 
duties to consult. Is forcing first nations and Metis to seek redress in the courts the Conservative vision of 
a new working relationship? 
 
Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment, CPC): 
Mr. Speaker, environmental assessments are a shared responsibility between the federal and provincial 
governments. We have made environmental protection laws stricter while making environmental 
assessments more efficient and more effective. 
 
Our government also increased funding and opportunities for public and aboriginal consultations 
throughout the environmental assessment process. We will continue to support economic growth while 
protecting our environment in a balanced way. 
 
 
Mr. François Choquette (Drummond, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, let us put this back in context. 
 
Just a year ago the Conservatives dismantled the laws governing Canada's environmental assessment 
process. However, that was not enough to please their buddies in the industry. Now they are going to 
exempt in situ oil sands projects from any federal review, even though these kinds of oil sands projects 
are becoming more and more common. 
How do the Conservatives justify this decision? 
 
 
Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, as I said, our government is making environmental protection laws stricter while making 
environmental assessments much more efficient and effective. For example, in the past something like a 
blueberry washing facility had to go through the same processes as a pipeline.  
 
Unlike the opposition, which wants to waste taxpayers' money on assessing blueberries, our government 
is ensuring that resources are focused on projects with potential environmental effects. 

* * * 



October 27, 2013 
 

First Nations Elections Act 
 
Hon. John Duncan (for the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development)  
moved for leave to introduce Bill C-9, An Act respecting the election and term of office of chiefs and 
councillors of certain First Nations and the composition of council of those First Nations. 
He said: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the special order made previously, I would like to inform the House that 
this bill is in the same form as Bill S-6 was in the previous session at the time of prorogation.  

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)  

 
The Speaker:  
The Chair is satisfied that this bill is in the same form as Bill S-6 when it was before the House at the time 
of prorogation of the 1st session of the 41st Parliament.  
 
Accordingly, pursuant to the order made on Monday, October 21, 2013, the bill is deemed read a second 
time and referred to the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development.  

(Bill read the second time and referred to a committee)  

 
Mr. Jack Harris:  
Mr. Speaker, I would like to seek the unanimous consent of the House for the following motion that, 
notwithstanding any standing order or usual practice of the House that the House immediately adopt the 
provisions of private member's Motion No. 461, listed on today's order paper, that deals specifically with 
the creation of a special committee of this House on security and intelligence oversight, to be appointed 
to study and make recommendations with respect to the appropriate method of parliamentary oversight of 
Canadian government policies, regulations and activities in the areas of intelligence, including all of those 
departments, agencies and review bodies, civilian and military, involved in the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of intelligence for the purpose of Canada's national security.  
 
The Speaker:  
Does the hon. member for St. John's East have the unanimous consent of the House? 
 
Some hon. members: No. 

* * * 

October 30, 2013 
 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Ms. Francine Raynault (Joliette, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, the situation for Atikamekw students in Manawan is unacceptable. 
The Conservatives have cut $430,000 from education services. An entire section of Simon P. Ottawa 
elementary school has been deemed unsafe. 
 
The minister proudly marked the opening of the Otapi school in Manawan two years ago, but that does 
nothing to fix the problems at the elementary school. 
 
This situation is urgent. Will the minister promise to release emergency funds to fix the problem? 



 
Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, if the member were even remotely serious about the problem she is referring to, she could 
have at least had the decency to inform me personally or to inform my office, which she did not do. 
 
As for her question, I will take the matter under advisement. I have no idea what she is referring to. Since 
she did not have the decency to give me any warning, I will look into the situation and get back to her. 

* * * 

October 31, 2013 

Housing  
 
Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, this morning, two low-income families that received support from the Native People of 
Sudbury Development Corporation will be forced from their homes, through the fault of the current 
government. The subsidy provided by the federal housing program is ending. In the next two years, as 
many as 900 other families in my riding alone will be put in the same position. 
 
Would the government work with this group in Sudbury to prevent this tragedy from happening? 
 
Hon. Candice Bergen (Minister of State (Social Development), CPC): 
Mr. Speaker, we are committed to helping vulnerable Canadians to become self-sufficient and to fully 
participate in our economy. 
 
In fact, budget 2013 renewed our commitment to affordable housing, with our agreement for investment in 
affordable housing. 
 
Every year, together with our partners, we have helped over 880,000 individuals and families with 
subsidized housing. 
 
Ms. Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet (Hochelaga, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, the worst part is that the minister is acting as though he really cared about first nations. 
 
In 2009, the entire program supported 620,000 households at a cost of $1.7 billion. After cutting $100 
million, the government still has not decided whether to renew its social housing agreements. That will 
affect more than 200,000 households.  
 
Will the government protect its operating agreements and prevent the loss of social housing, or will it 
once again ignore the needs of the most disadvantaged? 
 
Hon. Candice Bergen (Minister of State (Social Development), CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, I think the member is confused. She should know that CMHC is providing mortgage 
subsidies for long-term, 25 to 50-year agreements. Those agreements are coming to an end. There is no 
cut. 
 
What we have done is renewed our agreements with the provinces for affordable housing. As well, we 
have renewed our commitment for our homelessness partnering strategy, with a focus on housing first. 
 
On a number of levels, we are working together with partners for affordable housing, for homelessness 
and empowering and equipping people so they can get jobs and afford the housing is in their area. 

* * * 



 

Highlights in the Senate  

October 29, 2013 

Symons Medal and Lecture 

Hon. Elizabeth Hubley: Honourable senators, I rise today to speak about the recent Symons Medal and 
Lecture series that I attended in Charlottetown. 

For those who may not be familiar with this lecture series, on October 18, 2004, in Charlottetown, the 
Fathers of Confederation Buildings Trust named a lecture series in honour of Professor Thomas Symons, 
the founding President of Trent University and a leader in the field of Canadian studies. Since that time 
the Symons Lecture has taken place annually at the Confederation Centre of the Arts. 

The lecture series provides a national platform for a distinguished Canadian to discuss current and future 
prospects of Confederation. The lecture is always held in the fall to mark the 1864 meetings of the 
Fathers of Confederation in Charlottetown. 

The eleventh Symons Lecture was held on October 10 and the Honorable Paul Martin was the medal 
recipient and speaker. His lecture was entitled "Confederation Today and Aboriginal Canada." 

Thomas Symons himself, who was present, was committed to indigenous education and he played an 
integral role in positioning Trent University as a leader in it. Mr. Martin leads the Martin Aboriginal 
Education Initiative, which concentrates on improving the elementary and secondary school education of 
Canada's indigenous peoples. 

As we have discussed many issues related to Canada's Aboriginal peoples in this chamber, you would all 
know that Aboriginal people continue to struggle to achieve equal economic, social and cultural rights. 
During his speech, Mr. Martin stressed that Aboriginal education is key to a better life and that Aboriginal 
Canada needs to be given a seat at the national table. 

I look forward to attending this lecture series in the coming years and continuing the discussion on 
Canadian Confederation. 

 


