
PARLIAMENTARY WRAP-UP FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 14 – 18, 2013 
 
The second session of the 41st Parliament opened on October 16, 2013 with a Speech from the Throne.  
Full text of the speech can be found here: http://www.speech.gc.ca/. 
 
Updates on Key Legislation pertaining to First Nations 
 
Due to prorogation of Parliament, all government bills cease to proceed. The government has introduced 
a motion to have government bills go forward from the last stage they completed before prorogation, and 
this will be voted upon this week. Private Member Bills continue at the last stage fully completed in the 
House of Commons. 
 
Please note: LEGISinfo, a website maintained by the Library of Parliament, provides comprehensive 
information on all legislation: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/Home.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&ParliamentSession=41-2 
  
Private Member Bills 
 
Bill C-428: Indian Act Amendment and Replacement Act 
• Scheduled to be debated at report stage on Friday, October 25, 2013. 
• Introduced on June 4, 2012, by Rob Clarke, Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River.  Has completed 

study by the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development and is 
being reported back to the House of Commons with amendments.  These amendments include 
removal of the Bill’s repeal of sections related to wills and estates in the Indian Act as well as 
removal of the repeal of First Nations’ authority for by-laws restricting intoxicants.  

• Amends provisions of the Indian Act including repealing provision which limit bylaw authority and 
require submission to the Minister before they can come into force; repeals provisions related to 
residential schools. 

• Sets out in preamble a commitment to develop new legislation to replace the Indian Act and 
continuing work in “exploring creative options for the development of this new legislation in 
collaboration with the First Nations that have demonstrated an interest in this work” 

• Establishes a requirement for the Minister to report annually on efforts to replace sections of the 
Indian Act with modern amendments or legislation. 

 
Bill C-469:  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. 
• Introduced on January 28, 2013 by Romeo Saganash, Abitibi – Baie-James – Nunavik – Eeyou. 
• Requires the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 

Canada are consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and that the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs must prepare an annual report to Parliament for the next four years 
reviewing progress in implementing this law. 

  
House of Commons Highlights 
  

October 17, 2013 

Aboriginal Affairs  
 
Hon. Thomas Mulcair (Leader of the Opposition, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, an astonishing 600 aboriginal women have been murdered or reported missing across 
Canada. The National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, Shawn Atleo, has called for a national 
inquiry. The UN rapporteur has called for a national inquiry. 

http://www.speech.gc.ca/
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/Home.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&ParliamentSession=41-2
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8098218


If, in a city the size of Ottawa, 600 women were murdered or missing, there would not have to be protests 
in the streets to get a national inquiry; one would have been called a very long time ago. Why is the Prime 
Minister still refusing to hold a national inquiry into the national tragedy of 600 murdered and missing 
aboriginal women? 
 
Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, we have in fact been very focused on taking action with respect to support for the aboriginal 
community and specifically on this tragic issue of murdered and missing aboriginal women. For example, 
we recently passed legislation giving women living on first nations the same matrimonial rights as all 
Canadians, including emergency protections and protection orders for those living in violent situations.  
 
That is real action. There has been massive consultation, and that will continue. 

* * * 

October 18, 2013 

Persons Day  
 
Ms. Linda Duncan (Edmonton—Strathcona, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, today, on Persons Day, women celebrate 84 years since the British Privy Council 
overturned a Supreme Court of Canada ruling they called “a relic of days more barbarous than ours”. 
Many Canadian women were finally considered to be persons under the British North America Act.  
 
Why not all women? Disgracefully, aboriginal women have struggled much longer for equal rights. Until 
1960, they had to abandon their aboriginal status for the right to vote. Still, we celebrate those five feisty 
Alberta women who pursued their rights: Emily Murphy, Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Henrietta Muir 
Edwards, and Louise McKinney.  
 
Of course, the struggle continues for equal pay for work of equal value, access to affordable child care, 
and equal seats at corporate and cabinet tables. Women continue to speak out for justice for missing and 
murdered aboriginal sisters and for equal access to education and services. Those with LEAF, Coalition 
des femmes de l'Alberta, Elizabeth Fry and Idle No More deserve our thanks. 
 
I call on all MPs to commit to ending violence against women, discrimination, and poverty, and to seek 
true gender equality with the “famous five” as our guide. 

* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs  
 
Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, Canadians are watching the situation in Elsipogtog First Nation in New Brunswick with great 
concern. This situation underlines the importance of peaceful and respectful dialogue between 
governments and indigenous peoples and of honouring the duty to consult and accommodate before 
impacting people's rights. 
 
What is the government doing to fulfill its duty and assist in helping to calm this situation? 
 
Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform), CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, we have done plenty. We have invested in clean water projects. We have opened hundreds 
of brand new schools. We have worked with aboriginal communities to allow for responsible resource 
development that will create jobs for the talented and ambitious young aboriginal Canadians who will be 
the future of Canada. We will continue to work for the improvement of the quality of life for our aboriginal 
peoples, who are our partner in the future and in this country of ours, Canada. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/78738?publicationDate=2013/10/17
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/Affiliation/78738?publicationDate=2013/10/17
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8098220
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8098910
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8098926
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8098928


* * * 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Mr. Jonathan Genest-Jourdain (Manicouagan, NDP):  
Mr. Speaker, this Speech from the Throne is a terrible way to start this session. It contains absolutely 
nothing of substance for aboriginal peoples. There is nothing about a national inquiry into missing and 
murdered women, the chronic underfunding of schools on reserve, or the lack of consultation about 
resource extraction projects. 
 
The UN rapporteur is using the word “crisis“ and saying that the situation in New Brunswick is worsening. 
Can the government explain why aboriginal peoples' cries are falling on deaf ears? 

[English] 

Mr. Mark Strahl (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development, CPC):  
Mr. Speaker, of course we reject the premise of that question. Our government has taken significant 
steps since taking office in 2006 to advance the cause of aboriginal people across Canada. Whether it is 
first nations transparency on reserve, safer water on reserve, bringing matrimonial property rights to 
women on reserve, we are standing in the corner of first nations. 
 
That party and that party down at the other end continually vote against everything we do to improve the 
lives of first nations in Canada. 

* * * 

Highlights in the Senate  

October 17, 2013 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 

Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women and Girls—Report of UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Hon. Lillian Eva Dyck: First, I would like to congratulate Senator Carignan in his new position. 

Honourable senators, on Tuesday, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, James 
Anaya, called on the government to set up a national inquiry into the disturbing phenomenon of missing 
and murdered Aboriginal women. 

(1450) 

Mr. Anaya stated, and I quote:  

. . . a comprehensive and nation-wide inquiry into the issue could help ensure a coordinated response 
and the opportunity for the loved ones of victims to be heard, and would demonstrate a responsiveness to 
the concerns raised by the families and communities affected by this epidemic. 

http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8099694
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8099698
http://data.parl.gc.ca/widgets/v1/en/intervention/8099698


The UN rapporteur's comments echo numerous calls from Aboriginal leaders across the country, 
parliamentarians, human rights groups and, recently, all provincial premiers for the federal government to 
step up and establish a national inquiry into the issue of missing and murdered Aboriginal women.  

My question to you as Leader of the Government in the Senate is, why didn't the government take the 
opportunity in this new session to commit to establishing such a national inquiry in the Throne Speech?  

[Translation] 

Hon. Claude Carignan (Leader of the Government): The government's agenda and record on 
Aboriginal Affairs are quite positive. Our government has focused on the things that matter to Canadians, 
namely on jobs, economic growth, and long-term prosperity for all, including our First Nations.  

We have introduced many measures for our Aboriginal population, including, for example, those 
protecting family homes and property rights on reserves. We supported over 400 projects last year to 
improve the safety of drinking water as well as many other projects addressing youth skills, school 
infrastructure, improved services for families and fiscal transparency in communities.  

Over the last few months, Minister Valcourt has personally consulted with First Nations leaders, 
educators, technicians and young people in their communities and across the country, to open a true 
dialogue by talking to them about education. It was the minister who personally heard their complaints if 
they were not satisfied with the current conditions.  

Our government listens. Minister Valcourt listens, and he is in touch with the people. We believe that the 
minister is in a position to take any measures that are required to continue protecting Aboriginal rights.  
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