
PARLIAMENTARY WRAP-UP FOR THE WEEK OF February 23 - 27, 2015 
 

Updates on Key Legislation pertaining to First Nations 

Please note: LEGISinfo, a website maintained by the Library of Parliament, provides comprehensive 
information on all legislation: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/LegisInfo/Home.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&ParliamentSession=41-2 
 
Bill C-32: Canadian Victims Bill of Rights Act 
 Currently at 2nd reading in the Senate. 
 The Bill would create a Victims Bill of Rights that outlines specific rights for victims of crime, including 

accessing information about the criminal justice system and programs and services, information 
about the status of investigations and criminal proceedings, protection from intimidation and 
retaliation, right to have views considered, the right to present a victim impact statement and to make 
a restitution order.  

  
Bill C-33: First Nations Control of First Nations Education Act 
 Passed 2nd reading on May 5, 2014.  The Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development announced that the bill will be held pending clarification of the position of First 
Nations. The pre-study initiated by the Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples has also been 
put on hold.  

  
Bill C-46: Pipelines Safety Act 
 Introduced December 8, 2014 and currently is at 2nd reading. 
 The Bill introduces absolute liability for all NEB-regulated pipelines, meaning that companies will be 

liable for costs and damages irrespective of fault — up to $1 billion for major oil pipelines; companies 
continue to have unlimited liability when at fault or negligent; provides the NEB authority to order 
reimbursement of any cleanup costs incurred by governments, communities or individuals; and 
provides the NEB authority and resources to assume control of incident response if a company is 
unable or unwilling to do so (i.e., in exceptional circumstances). 

 There are implications for First Nations and further analysis is underway. 
 
Bill C-51: Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015 
 Introduced on January 30, 2015, currently under review by the House of Commons Standing 

Committee on Public Safety and National Security. 
 The Government of Canada rhetoric surrounding the Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015 is aimed at beefing up 

the powers of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service and the RCMP, and to criminalize the 
promotion of terrorism.  However there is concern that the bill is so broad that it could apply to almost 
any activity including nonviolent civil disobedience where peaceful protestors could be treated as 
potential terrorists. 

 Under Part 2 of the ATA 2015, an “activity that undermines the security of Canada” includes: (a) 
interference with the capability of the Government of Canada in relation to intelligence, defence, 
border operations, public safety, the administration of justice, diplomatic or consular relations, or the 
economic or financial stability of Canada; (b) changing or unduly influencing a government in Canada 
by force or unlawful means; (d) terrorism; (f) interference with critical infrastructure. This definition 
could be problematic for First Nations who have marched across or set up blockades at the border of 
the United States and Canada, First Nations who have called for action on a specific file by setting up 
a blockade along a major highway, or who block access to a road or railway.  

 There is also a concern that that Bill C-51 would criminalize speech and intent, not just action; lower 
the requirement to detain people without due process; and allow security agencies unrestricted 
access to Canadians’ tax records, online communication, and travel plans. 

 Part 1 also states “For greater certainty, it does not include lawful advocacy, protest, dissent and 
artistic expression.” While most First Nations demonstrations could be considered as lawful 



advocacy, protest or dissent, it is unclear how the Canadian judicial system will interpret this and how 
they will respond.  

 A technical update is attached and available on www.afn.ca. 
 
 
Bill S-6: Yukon and Nunavut Regulatory Improvement Act. 
 Currently at 2nd reading in the House of Commons.  
 Amends the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act to provide that the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 does not apply in Yukon, to allow for the coordination of 
reviews of transboundary projects, to establish time limits for environmental assessments and to 
establish a cost recovery regime. 

 
Private Member Bills 
 
Bill C-469:  Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act 
 Introduced on January 28, 2013 by Romeo Saganash, Abitibi – Baie-James – Nunavik – Eeyou. 
 Requires the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 

Canada are consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and that the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs must prepare an annual report to Parliament for the next four years 
reviewing progress in implementing this law. 

  
Bill C-628: An Act to amend the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 and the National Energy Board Act (oil 
transportation and pipeline certificate) 
 Introduced September 23, 2014 by Nathan Cullen, Skeena—Bulkley Valley. 
 Would amend the National Energy Board Act to ensure that consultations must take place between 

the Government of Canada and First Nations whose lands or waters will be affected by a pipeline. 
 
Bill C-639: An Act to amend the Criminal Code (protection of critical infrastructures 
 Introduced December 3, 2014 by Wai Young (Vancouver South) 
 Act would create an offence of damaging any part of critical infrastructure - , with a minimum fine of 

$3,000 and maximum imprisonment of 10 years.  If such damage is deemed to cause a danger to life, 
it could result in life imprisonment.   

 Critical infrastructure is very broadly defined as: “privately owned facility, network, service or asset 
that provides or distributes services for the benefit of the public, including services relating to energy, 
telecommunications, finance, health care, food, water, transportation, public safety, government and 
manufacturing, the disruption of which could produce serious adverse economic effects or endanger 
the health or safety of Canadians.” 

 This Act could be used to target First Nations engaging in civil disobedience, lawful protest or 
blockades.  

 AFN has been informed that the Act resulted from concerns of the Canadian Electricity Association 
regarding concerns of theft or vandalism to remove copper wire for sale.  They have stated this bill 
goes far beyond those concerns and the AFN could seek to partner with them on public statements.  

 Additional analysis is underway.  
 
Bill C-641: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act 
 Introduced December 4, 20143 by Romeo Saganash, Abitibi – Baie-James – Nunavik – Eeyou. 
 Would require the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 

Canada are in harmony with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
for the Government to table a report on its progress between 2016 – 2036.   

 Requires the Government of Canada to take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of 
Canada are consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and that the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs must prepare an annual report to Parliament for the next four years 
reviewing progress in implementing this law. 

  

Highlights in the House of Commons  



Monday, February 23, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.):   
    Mr. Speaker, it is clear that this week's national round table on missing and murdered indigenous 
women and girls will not replace a national public inquiry. It could, however, be a step in the right 
direction. There is a cry for federal leadership and genuine collaboration to address this national tragedy 
that is ongoing. 
    Why would the Prime Minister refuse to attend this week's round table on what is clearly an urgent 
national crisis? Is it because it is not very high on his radar? 
 
 
Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women, CPC):   
    Mr. Speaker, as you are aware, the Minister of Status of Women and the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development will be attending the round table on behalf of the federal government. 
    Since coming to office, we have taken action on this issue. That includes passing more than 30 
criminal justice and public safety initiatives, including tougher sentences for murder, sexual assault, and 
kidnapping and mandatory prison sentences for the most serious crimes. The opposition, sadly, votes 
against these bills. 
    Our government has taken strong action to address the broader problems facing aboriginal women. 
 

Status of Women  

 

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, every year in Canada, violence drives 100,000 women and children out of their homes 
and into shelters, where those options actually exist. 
    In northern Canada, the problem is extreme. More women are facing abuse and there are fewer safe 
houses and shelters. Despite quantifiably greater rates of violence, 70% of northern and remote 
communities do not have safe houses or emergency shelters. Despite this skewed statistic, the 
government is not doing more to protect vulnerable women in the north. As the numbers show, it is clearly 
doing less. 
    The Conservatives claim to take the problem seriously, but their words do not match their actions. 
Women are forced to remain in the homes of their attackers as a result. What we are seeing from the 
current government is the same kind of hand-dragging and inaction that it has used to hinder an inquiry 
into murdered and missing aboriginal women. 
 
    In spite of the government's claims that it is doing a lot for victims of crime, statistics show that just 53% 
of homicides involving aboriginal women are solved, compared to a solve rate of 84% for all murders in 
this country. 
    These statistics seem quite acceptable to this government, even though they show that the 
government does not treat all victims of crime equally. Abuse crime rates are similarly skewed for women 
in the north, who are primarily aboriginal women. 
    Statistics Canada shows that aboriginal women are vastly overrepresented among homicide victims. 
Statistics show that the rate of abuse against aboriginal women is also higher. If we consider the lack of 



housing in northern communities, the statistics point to a perfect storm, where women cannot get away 
from their abusers, which is the most basic step in escaping from a domestic violence situation. 
 
    We cannot accept a frontier mentality that excuses abuse and violence as part of a rugged northern 
lifestyle. The current government is happy to ask immigrants to check their so-called barbaric practices at 
the door and adopt Canadian values—that is the government's language, not mine—however, we are not 
going to challenge ourselves to deal with our own patterns of violence perpetrated on women. 
    The government likes to tout its so-called action plan to prevent violence against indigenous women. 
What it has failed to say is that this is merely a restating of old money that has already been promised. It 
is doing nothing new or further to help more women get out of harm's way. The irony is that action plan 
actually promises less money for funding of shelters than was given in past years. In addition, it will only 
flow to the 40 on-reserve shelters that already exist. There is nothing new and no real intention to do 
anything above and beyond. Also, because there is only funding for on-reserve shelters, none of that 
goes to address Inuit communities, which are arguably dealing with the worst rates of domestic violence 
in the country. 
     There are multiple underlying causes of violence against aboriginal women. It is impossible to address 
the violence that aboriginal women experience without addressing wider gender inequalities and systemic 
discrimination that aboriginal people continue to face generation after generation. At the same time, the 
reality is that there are still far too few shelters and resources for women in the north, and that will not 
change until we move beyond the government's failed initiatives. 
    Will the government stop reannouncing old money and find the money to create more options for 
women facing domestic abuse in northern Canada? 
 
 
Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs 

 

Ms. Yvonne Jones (Labrador, Lib.):   
    Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise to recognize the Inuit of south-central Labrador, who are represented 
by the NunatuKavut Community Council and its president Todd Russell. They are in Ottawa 
commemorating the 250th anniversary of the first and only pre-Confederation treaty ever entered into with 
the Inuit in Canada. 
    The southern Labrador Inuit, like all Canadians, want to be respected, and they want to benefit from 
resource development in their land. It was 250 years ago that this treaty marked good relations between 
the southern Inuit and the government. Today the people of NunatuKavut want the same. 
    The Liberal Party will do everything possible to ensure that NunatuKavut's claim is accepted 
immediately and negotiated in good faith on a nation-to-nation basis. If the Conservative government will 
not fulfill its obligations and begin negotiations with NunatuKavut, a Liberal government will. 
    Celebrations will be held in many communities across my riding, and today they are being held here on 
Parliament Hill. 
 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs 

 



Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, tomorrow families of the over 1,200 indigenous women and girls who have gone missing 
or have been murdered in Canada will come together in preparation for Friday's national round table to 
offer their testimony, to find answers and solutions to end violence. 
    Families will also be looking to the current government to finally change its rhetoric and come together 
with its provincial and territorial counterparts to act upon coordinated solutions and finally call for a 
national public inquiry. 
    Will the government listen to their plea? 
 

Hon. K. Kellie Leitch (Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of Women, CPC):  
    Mr. Speaker, as I said yesterday in the House, the Government of Canada will have a representative at 
the round table. However, I want to be very clear: we do not support a national inquiry. There have been 
more than 40 studies. Now is actually the time for action, and that is what families have asked for. 
    We all need to support the police to catch those responsible for these heinous crimes and to make sure 
that they are held accountable and punished. That is what families are looking for. They are looking for 
strong action. We tabled an action plan in the House in September 2014. 
     The opposition members do not support that. They do not support actions for families. Whether it be 
matrimonial property rights or the Victims Bill of Rights, the— 
 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs 

 

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, 1,200 indigenous women and girls are missing or have been murdered in Canada. 
Families of the victims are coming together today in Ottawa to prepare for tomorrow's national round 
table. They are looking for answers and they are looking for concrete coordinated action. So far, all they 
have heard are the same empty lines from the government. 
    Will the Prime Minister take the opportunity that is offered to him today? Will he listen to the families? 
Will he change his rhetoric and finally recognize the need for a national public inquiry? 
 

Right Hon. Stephen Harper (Prime Minister, CPC):   
    Mr. Speaker, the government has been acting on a multi-pronged action plan to deal with this problem, 
beginning first and foremost with cracking down on violent crime. We are also funding shelters and family 
violence preventions to protect women and children, supporting dedicated RCMP project teams and the 
development of community safety plans, supporting a national centre for missing persons, providing 
additional investigative tools for the police, and providing additional rights for Canadian women who live 
on reserve in the form of matrimonial property rights and human rights. Now is the time for action, not for 
more NDP study. 
 

Mr. Romeo Saganash (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, it is not an either-or choice between investment and an inquiry. Families deserve both 
actions to end this crisis and answers to help them get much-needed closure. 
    I want to know what the government is still waiting for to finally commit to concrete actions with its 
provincial and territorial counterparts and call for a national public inquiry. 
 



Friday, February 27, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs 

 

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, today, delegates representing the families of the 1,200 missing and murdered aboriginal 
women are meeting in Ottawa to try once again to make the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister 
of Status of Women understand the need to launch a national public inquiry to put an end to this violence. 
    Will the government finally listen to aboriginal communities, rather than blaming them for its own 
inaction? 
 
Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women, CPC):   
    Mr. Speaker, as members are aware, the Minister of Status of Women and the Minister of Aboriginal 
Affairs are at the round table. However, I would like to make it very clear that we do not support a national 
inquiry. There have been more than 40 studies on the plight of missing and murdered aboriginal women. 
Now is not the time for more study; now is the time for action. We need to make sure that the police catch 
those who are responsible and ensure that they are punished. 
    Our government is taking strong action to address the broader problems facing aboriginal women, 
including the introduction of matrimonial property rights for aboriginals on reserve. Both opposition parties 
voted against that. 
 

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP):   
    Mr. Speaker, the government is trying to blame this crisis solely on indigenous men. That is shameful. 
Many of these women and girls met their fate in major cities. Some of the worst perpetrators were not 
aboriginal, including Robert Pickton. 
    From mayors, premiers, indigenous leaders, and concerned Canadians around the country from coast 
to coast to coast, we have heard the call for an inquiry into this heartbreaking tragedy. Instead of blaming 
indigenous communities, will the government finally commit to a national public inquiry? 
 

Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women, CPC):   
    Mr. Speaker, we will not commit to a national inquiry. There have been more than 40 studies. As I said, 
if we had a national inquiry it would be one more study sitting on a shelf. The action plan the minister 
tabled in September is a good action plan and addresses issues that will combat violence against 
aboriginal women and girls. They opposition should support us. 
 

Highlights from the Senate 
 
February 24, 2015 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 

Fire Safety on Reserves 

Hon. Lillian Eva Dyck: My question is for the Leader of the Government in the Senate, and it has to do 
with fire safety. As you probably know, two more very young children, toddlers, were killed in a fire in 
northern Saskatchewan this month. Last year, five children died in fires in Saskatchewan. This year alone 
the total is four. 



What will the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs do to mitigate, to reduce the number of Aboriginal children in 
Saskatchewan dying due to fires? 

[Translation] 

Hon. Claude Carignan (Leader of the Government): Thank you, Senator Dyck, for your question. As 
always, our thoughts and prayers are with the victims' family and community. 

It is my understanding that the tragedy you mentioned is being investigated by the provincial fire 
protection authorities. 

(1440) 

While that is happening, we should be pleased to see that the First Nation and the community of Loon 
Lake are moving forward in a spirit of cooperation. We remain committed to continuing to support the First 
Nation so that it can guarantee its members effective fire protection. 

Senator Dyck, since 2006, our government has invested nearly $185 million in fire protection services on 
reserves. We also provide additional funding to help First Nations buy fire trucks, build fire stations and 
acquire fire protection equipment. In Manitoba and Saskatchewan, this funding helped to purchase 32 fire 
trucks and fire protection equipment, as well as to build 15 fire stations. 

Our government has made a commitment in this regard and it plans to be involved on an ongoing basis. 
Once again, as I said, our thoughts and prayers are with the victims. 

[English] 

Senator Dyck: Thank you for that answer. I'm sure everyone here is just horrified at what's happened, 
and we're all grieving the loss of such young children. 

However, as I said, last year a number of children also died — five children. In the Pelican Narrows First 
Nation, which is part of the Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation, children died last year in January. Since that 
time, fire safety has not improved, and the chief said the federal government has not increased any 
funding for fire safety on the reserve. 

A year after these children died, the reserve still has not seen any increase in their funding, so the federal 
government hasn't really stepped up to the plate to do anything to mitigate the circumstances. Why has 
that happened? Why hasn't the funding been increased? We know there is a problem. Why hasn't 
somebody come forward and done something to increase the funding so that these children don't die? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, as I say every time a person loses his or her life in a fire, these are difficult 
situations. I saw on the news recently how three-year-old twins died in a fire. Such occurrences are 
always tragic. I think every community wants to do whatever it can to reduce the risk of fire and, more 
importantly, the number of lives lost. That is why our government invested nearly $185 million in fire 
protection services on reserves, not to mention the additional funding to help First Nations buy fire-
fighting equipment. 

I can assure you that we will continue to support the reserves in purchasing this safety equipment. 

[English] 



Senator Dyck: Thank you for that answer. It's quite clear that there's not enough funding going to First 
Nations for fire safety, for housing, for repairs, et cetera. If you look at our report from the Standing 
Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples, it says quite clearly that there's an increased risk of 10 times. 
The death rate from fires is 10 times higher on reserves than it is in the rest of the country. 

A number of witnesses drew a link between overcrowding, the state of housing on reserves and the large 
numbers of fire deaths in the communities. We also noted that 37 per cent of houses on reserves need 
major repairs and that the situation is such that families are living in condemned houses and are being 
overcrowded. This all contributes to living in a tinderbox, a house that will burn down quickly because it 
doesn't even have a proper roof; it just has a big blue tarp on top. 

More funding has to go. Why has your government not provided more funding? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, to prevent fires, we provide money for the purchase of equipment and for 
firefighting services. Education and awareness also play a critical role in fire safety. We will continue to 
work with First Nations communities and organizations on this. 

You know that we are also working with the Aboriginal Firefighters Association of Canada on prevention. 
We will continue this work with Aboriginal communities and their representatives to help prevent the risk 
of fire. 

In another life, I was the chair of the public safety committee for Quebec municipalities, where the issue of 
fire safety was raised by communities, cities and towns because there were concerns about the response 
time and the provision of equipment. It is impossible to reduce the risk to zero, but I think that as a 
community, as a government, we have to take the necessary steps, as we are doing, to provide proper 
fire protection services, particularly in the case of the reserves that you mention. 

[English] 

Senator Dyck: Thank you. The funding situation is so bad that one of the communities we visited, 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug in northern Ontario, said their population has increased by three times 
and yet they have had no increase in funding over that period of time. Even though there's supposed to 
be a 2 per cent escalator, they have had no increase at all. If they had at least the 2 per cent — although 
it should be greater than 2 per cent — their funding today would be almost 40 per cent higher than it is 
currently. That's the level they should at least be at, yet they're not there. Why not? Why hasn't the 
government provided sufficient funding to First Nations like the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug in remote 
northern Ontario? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, I think we have to help all communities and continue to support the services 
as we are doing by providing substantial envelopes. As I said, since 2006, $185 million has been paid 
out. In Manitoba and Saskatchewan, just in terms of equipment purchases, we are talking about 32 
trucks, 15 fire stations and a variety of fire protection equipment, because it isn't just trucks. There are 
other types of equipment that can be used to fight fires and rescue people. That is what we will continue 
to do, senator. 

[English] 



Hon. Wilfred P. Moore: I have a supplementary question. It is also for the Leader of the Government in 
the Senate, and it also pertains to that tragic situation where those two infants died so unnecessarily on 
that reserve. 

You mentioned, leader, that your government has spent $185 million on trucks. On this reserve there was 
a pumper truck. The reserve was serviced by piping and fire hydrants, but the pumper did not mate up 
with the fire hydrants. It couldn't hook up because it wasn't matching equipment. 

I'd like to know who oversaw that. Who would make sure that, when those dollars are spent, that 
equipment worked properly in the best interests of the people living on the reserve? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: That's a good example, senator. It shows that money isn't everything and that we 
must also work with the associations to focus on prevention. We need to provide training, especially on 
this issue. We are pleased that the First Nation is working with the Loon Lake community and that they 
are moving forward in a spirit of cooperation to provide effective firefighting services. 

(1450) 

Since this tragedy is being investigated by the provincial fire protection authorities, you will understand 
that I will not say more on that specific case than what I have already said. 

[English] 

Senator Moore: Well, they may not be appropriate with regard to this specific case, leader, but surely 
there must be a process in place whereby whoever is purchasing the equipment for fire prevention on a 
reserve must make sure that that equipment works with the infrastructure that's in place. So, whether it's 
on this reserve or any other, I'd like to know who is in charge of making sure that happens. 

I think it's pretty important, because this may exist in other reserves across the country. Surely there must 
be some kind of oversight mechanism. I understand your comments about training, and I appreciate that. 
A study is going to take place with regard to this tragic situation, and I appreciate that. But the fact that 
the situation would exist that that pumper couldn't have answered the call on this night is pretty tragic and 
I'd like to know who would have the responsibility to oversee that and make sure that did not happen. 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, as you know, the provincial fire protection authorities are currently 
investigating this particular case. I'm sure you understand why I cannot comment. 

[English] 

Senator Moore: I understand that, leader, but if you don't want to comment on it now, I'd like you to take 
it under advisement and maybe come back to us with an answer to that one. 

Public Safety 

Fire Prevention Resources 

Hon. Wilfred P. Moore: During the course of the study that Senator Dyck mentioned, it came out that — 
and it's interesting you mentioned Quebec — the chief who was responsible for fire protection in the 



province of Quebec on the reserves reported that there's no central depository of information with regard 
to fires: the causes, the responses and the value of the losses. Present at the same hearing was the chief 
of the fire department for the national capital, Ottawa, and he said the same thing exists nationally. 

So I'm wondering: Would your government consider the establishment of a central depository or someone 
— I don't know what title you would put on the person — who would be responsible to accumulate that 
sort of information, to provide guidance for firefighting and to perhaps provide assistance for people when 
they're trying to determine what their insurance coverage should be and the equipment they should have? 
Would you consider that? 

[Translation] 

Hon. Claude Carignan (Leader of the Government): Senator, as I said, you keep talking about aspects 
related to training. That will surely be a focus of the investigation by the provincial fire and safety 
authorities. I'm sure you understand why I cannot comment. 

[English] 

Senator Moore: Just to follow up: I'm not asking you to comment — I understand — on the existing 
situation with regard to the loss of those two infants, but I would like to know whether you would consider 
putting in place an office that would house the information pertaining to losses by fire: the causes, the 
amount, the equipment that was available and what perhaps should be available. Would you consider 
that? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, if you want, I invite you to send your suggestion to the minister in writing, 
given your obvious desire to improve fire prevention. We will continue to work with the communities and 
fire associations I mentioned earlier to focus on effective intervention with the appropriate equipment. 

[English] 

The Hon. the Speaker pro tempore: I have to inform the chamber that the time for Question Period has 
expired. 

February 25, 2015 

Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women and Girls 

Hon. Lillian Eva Dyck: Despite blizzard-like weather on February 14, I joined with more than a hundred 
people who gathered at Saskatoon city hall to show support for the families of missing and murdered 
Aboriginal women and girls and to push for a national commission of inquiry. 

The annual Valentine's Day Women's Memorial March originated in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside to 
honour the memory of all women who have died due to violence. 

Similar marches and rallies were held across Canada to draw attention to the need for real action and a 
national inquiry prior to the round table on missing and murdered indigenous women and girls on 
February 27. 

The one-day meeting is bringing together Aboriginal groups and members of federal, provincial and 
territorial governments to discuss the issue. Many hope the event will lead to a national inquiry, 
something Prime Minister Stephen Harper has rejected. 



Saskatoon city council, the Saskatchewan government and the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities 
Association have called for the federal government to establish the inquiry. At the rally in Saskatoon, 
Mayor Don Atchison and Minister Don Morgan spoke in support of a national inquiry. 

The family of Monica Burns also spoke. Last month, Monica Burns, a 28-year-old mother who grew up on 
the James Smith Cree Nation, was found dead on a remote snowmobile trail northwest of Prince Albert. 

Between 1980 and 2012, though only 15 per cent of the Saskatchewan population is Aboriginal, more 
Aboriginal women than non-Aboriginal women have been murdered in Saskatchewan: 153 compared to 
116. 

Saskatoon Police Chief Clive Weighill said at the rally that he disagrees with Harper's assessment of the 
issue, and he said: "I know the Prime Minister says this is a crime issue. I think it is a systemic issue. It is 
a poverty issue, an education issue," Chief Weighill said. "It's not crime. We have to get at the root 
causes." 

Honourable senators, Canadians across the country are rallying to support a national commission of 
inquiry. I hope the Prime Minister puts the issue of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls in 
a priority location in his radar and agrees to such an inquiry. 

Excerpt from debate Keystone XL Pipeline 

Senator Mitchell: You could defend it all you want. I want the Prime Minister to defend it. Have you 
talked to him about getting him to defend it? It might not be a bad idea. 

The one that seems to still have a chance is the west to east pipeline. It has to go across almost every 
province in the country. You know what? Maybe it's just me, but I think the premiers of those provinces 
will have a lot to say about what's going to happen. Do you think it would be a good idea if maybe the 
Prime Minister thought to meet with all the premiers at once to decide what to do about that pipeline? He 
could bring them together, build some momentum, create some leadership — or has he forgotten what 
leadership really is, or did he even ever know? 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Senator, when you talk about the different projects, whether it is the Northern 
Gateway or Energy East — 

[English] 

Senator Mitchell: He screwed that up. 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: — we will not make any decisions on these infrastructure requests until independent 
reviews have been carried out. Our government leaves it up to the National Energy Board to make 
decisions regarding these proposals, including the TransCanada Energy East pipeline project. 

We have been clear: These projects will be approved only if they are deemed safe for Canadians and, 
rest assured, if they pose no risk to the environment. 

[English] 



Senator Mitchell: No, not entirely. They're only going to be approved if Aboriginal people say it's okay to 
approve them. 

Why would it be that when the Prime Minister knows he needs to get Aboriginal approval for these 
pipelines, the Gateway in particular, for example, he would fundamentally go out of his way to antagonize 
Aboriginal people in this country by shutting down discussions of the education bill the moment they 
wanted to raise a question about it? 

An Hon. Senator: You're hot today. 

[Translation] 

Senator Carignan: Frankly, senator, you seem to be mixing up the files, especially education and the bill. 
You know very well that this bill — which was a step towards implementing the agreement reached with 
the Assembly of First Nations on major investments in education — was rejected by the representatives, 
and that is an entirely different matter. 

February 26, 2014 
 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Hon. Jim Munson: Honourable senators, children in Canada are generally doing well. They have food, 
shelter and access to world-class health care and education. They are being raised by nurturing families 
and communities. Their prospects for promising futures are excellent. Unfortunately, we only need to turn 
our attention to what exists beyond these mainstream realities to recognize shameful indications of 
Canada's failure to uphold and advance the human rights of our most vulnerable citizens, Canadian 
children. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is clear. Children's human rights apply to all children at all 
times, without exception. That most children in Canada are thriving has no bearing on the living 
conditions and experiences of the most vulnerable of the vulnerable. Aboriginal children, for example, trail 
the rest of Canada's children in virtually every aspect of well-being, including family income, educational 
attainment, water quality, infant health, mental health and housing. 

Jordan's Principle is a child-first principle created to ensure First Nations children have equal and fair 
access to government services such as education, welfare and health care. It is named after Jordan River 
Anderson, a five-year-old First Nations boy who died tragically as a result of not receiving proper medical 
attention while government officials for two years went back and forth over who should pay for his home 
care. When Parliament passed the private member's motion supporting Jordan's Principle in 2007, it 
essentially made a promise to our First Nations population and all of us. 

Earlier this month, the Assembly of First Nations, UNICEF Canada, the Canadian Paediatric Society, 
McGill University and the University of Michigan released a report assessing how the principle is being 
applied. The findings are distressing. In the words of one spokesperson for the report ". . . government 
buck-passing continues and so does the suffering." Lack of federal leadership; ongoing jurisdictional 
banter; budget cuts and funding shortages for organizations devoted to children's rights; Canada's failure 
to implement — not just ratify, not just sign — the UN convention within domestic law; and low public 
awareness and understanding of children's rights. 

The UN convention provides us with a clear framework for positive action and ways to handle obstacles 
like these. Advancements are being realized through provincial governments and civil society 
organizations. We can draw from them, too. 



Honourable senators, we need to begin stirring up the political and social will to make required changes. 
Canadians deserve to understand that inaction is equivalent to choosing inequality and injustice. Let's put 
our shoulder to the wheel and take up this challenge; and I know many of you will join me. Let's begin 
today to put our minds and hearts to this cause. Let us cooperate and act in a way that is worthy of our 
children. 


