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Smartphones and Social Media as Tools for Reconciliation: 

Assembly of First Nations and Aboriginal Healing Foundation 

Call on Public to Help Map Sites of Former Residential Schools on 

National GIS Day - November 20, 2013 

(Ottawa, ON) – The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) and Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation (AHF) invite Canadian and Aboriginal participants 
to help them map the sites of former Residential Schools on Facebook. 
The AFN/AHF’s National Indian Residential School Mapping Project 
is vital to honouring Residential School Survivors by helping to mark 
and commemorate each of the 139 Indian Residential Schools (IRS) 
across Canada.

This mapping project is part of a larger National Commemorative 
Marker Project that is working with Aboriginal communities to place a 
commemorative marker at the sites of the former residential schools in 
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia, 
Nunavut, Ontario, Quebec, Saskatchewan and the Yukon. As such, this 
initiative is crucial to recognizing and fulfi lling obligations of Canada’s 
Indian Residential School Agreement to “honour, educate, remember 
and/or pay tribute to former Indian Residential School (IRS) students, 
their families and their communities.”

Why We Need Your Help:
Even though the Indian residential schools operated for more than 
150 years (the most recent IRS closed in 1996), and despite the current 
landscape of healing and reconciliation, the network of IRS locations 
has not been accurately mapped by any one agency or organization.  
This government-funded, church-run system forced thousands of 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, some as young as four years 
old, to attend residential school in an attempt to assimilate them into 
the dominant culture and “kill the Indian in the child.” These children 
suff ered abuses of the mind, body, emotions and spirit that have had 
a deep impact on the individuals, their families and communities.  All 
Canadians can get involved in the important work of reconciliation that 
is required to move forward from the residential schools and this project 
is one way to join that eff ort.
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How Can You Help?
The National Indian Residential School Mapping Project seeks to engage 
volunteers on National GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Day on November 
20, 2013 to conduct site visits at former IRS locations to take Global Positioning 
System (GPS) readings and upload them along with photos to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/NationalCommerativeMarkerProject.

This mapping initiative aims to collect a complete set of GPS coordinates to 
map the schools on a mobile website that will allow the AFN and AHF to do 
title searches to identify the property owners.  Communities can then negotiate 
the installation of the marker as well as doing commemorative activities with 
the owners.

Join this historic initiative and show your commitment to reconciliation by 
signing up to map a site! All you need is a cellphone and access to Facebook. 
A map with approximate locations of all of the sites and information on 
how to fi nd and collect GPS coordinates is available on our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/NationalCommerativeMarkerProject.

We are also looking for volunteers in law or legal studies to do the necessary title 
searches for phase two. Visit our Facebook page to register your interest.

Why does this matter to non-Aboriginal Canadians?
It matters because it happened here, in a country that is considered to be a 
world leader in democracy and human rights.
 
It matters because the residential school system is a major factor in many of the 
issues facing First Nations and Canada today, including poverty, homelessness, 
substance-abuse, and other forms of violence amongst Aboriginal Canadians.

It matters because we share this land. We may not have been responsible for 
what happened in the past but we are responsible for our actions today and our 
actions in shaping our shared future.

Reconciliation matters: many Canadians are saying they want to participate in 
acknowledging the legacy of IRS, honouring Survivors and their communities, 
and helping to create a better, more just and equitable Canada. This is one way 
to participate in the dialogue and the work of eff ecting positive change. Join us 
on November 20, 2013.



For More Information:
AFN Current Issues: National Commemorative Marker Project
http://www.afn.ca/index.php/en/news-media/current-issues/national-
commemorative-marker-project

Commemoration and the IRS Settlement Agreement: 
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100015635/1100100015636
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Project Contact Information:

Kathy Kettler
AFN Policy Analyst
613-241-6789, ext. 289
kkettler@afn.ca

Trina Cooper-Bolam
AHF Director of Legacy Projects
613-237-4441, ext. 291
tbolam@ahf.ca

Media Contact Information:

Alain Garon, AFN Bilingual Communications Offi  cer
613-241-6789, ext. 382; 613-292-0857
agaron@afn.ca  

Aboriginal Healing Foundation
www.ahf.ca
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