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Global Changes Affect 
Aboriginal Resilience

Disaster Anthropology  

Social Ecology



Global Changes Influence 
Communities around the world



Even the Remote Ones!



Global Changes
Communication boom that came with Internet. 

Different way of communicating (social networks). 

Goods are made and assemble sometimes in more than 
5 countries and are often cheaper than a local product. 

Travels are limitless, meaning increased risk for 
pandemics. 

Northern mining development driven by international 
stock market.



Aboriginal Communities are now, like 
everyone else on the planet, able to 
connect digitally to their social networks. 

!

People in a social group is not bound 
necessary by geographical frontiers, they 
could be scattered in the world... and still 
be a community.



How to increase 
resilience by using the 
strong social capital in 

Aboriginal 
Communities?



Being close to each other means 
stronger relationships.



What is Social Capital?

Mechanisms that creates social fabric. 

How culture can influence the strength of 
resilience and use the community thinking to 
solidify the resilient capacity in a community?



Traditional way of communicating

Word of mouth 

Community radio 

Gatherings



Using Social Media to 
Enhance Resilience



Today, globalization created a space of 
communication that has no boundaries. 
Communities are no longer defined by geography. 

Talking in real time by internet through Skype, 
FaceTime or through Twitter, is helping communities 
and individuals to keep links/ties with their families 
and communities living in different locations. 

Why not using this great ability to communicate and 
enhance the Aboriginal Resilience to disasters? 

Isn't it a way to create capability in a "Whole-of-
Community" spirit and an "All-Hazards" 
perspective?



Can we strategize the increase the community 
resilience for our Aboriginal Communities? 

The culture influence the way a person will 
react to a catastrophe and therefore influence 
the way the risk is perceived and how we 
prepare for. 

By using its great ability to connect and create 
strong social fabric,  Aboriginal Communities 
can improve their resilience while using new 
technologies and opportunities in a global 
world.
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