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Overview	  of	  the	  Session	  
•  Public	  percep;on	  of	  the	  fire	  service	  
•  First	  Na;ons	  fire	  service	  
•  Legisla;on	  gaps;	  Building	  &	  Fire	  Codes	  
•  HRSDC	  Inspec;ons	  on-‐reserve	  
•  Fire	  Preven;on	  programs	  
•  Home	  sprinklers	  
•  Insurance	  
•  Community	  planning	  
•  Ques;ons,	  comments,	  challenges	  



Public	  Percep+on	  of	  the	  
Fire	  Service	  



Natural	  Disasters	   Emergency	  Management	  	  

Wildland	  /	  Interface	  Fire	   Road	  Rescue	  



Search	  and	  Rescue,	  
Hazmat,	  
Medical	  Response,	  
and…	  

Why	  ?	  
	  
ONen	  the	  only	  local	  agency.	  
	  
Have	  knowledge	  of	  land,	  topography,	  
weather.	  
	  
Only	  available	  emergency	  equipment.	  



Risks	  to	  con;nued	  fire	  service	  

•  Aging	  popula;on	  
•  Decline	  in	  volunteerism	  
•  Jobs	  away	  from	  communi;es	  
•  Aging	  infrastructure	  
•  Devolu;on	  of	  funding	  
•  Lack	  of	  local	  economy	  



What	  does	  no	  fire	  service	  or	  a	  non-‐
func;oning	  fire	  service	  mean	  to	  
community	  sustainability	  ?	  



Legisla;on	  Gaps	  
•  Na;onal	  Building	  &	  Fire	  Code	  are	  not	  legislated	  
requirements	  on	  reserve.	  
•  North	  American	  research	  on	  the	  impact	  of	  lack	  of	  
building	  &	  fire	  codes	  is	  rare.	  
•  Introduc;on	  of	  legisla;on	  would	  not	  be	  
retroac;ve.	  
•  Funding	  models	  would	  require	  addressing	  
resource	  gaps.	  
•  Oversight	  and	  support	  such	  as	  a	  Na;onal	  Fire	  
Marshall.	  



Legisla;on	  Gaps	  cont.	  
•  Interim	  measures;	  
∼  Formally	  adopt	  Building	  &	  Fire	  Codes	  (Band	  Bylaw)	  
∼  Incorporate	  requirement	  of	  Building	  &	  Fire	  Codes	  in	  
all	  new	  projects	  
∼  Require	  cer;fied,	  scheduled	  inspec;ons	  per	  local	  
municipali;es	  on	  all	  projects	  
∼  Always	  accompany	  inspectors	  and	  request	  copies	  of	  
all	  inspec;ons	  
∼ Hold	  builders	  responsible	  for	  deficiencies	  



HRSDC	  Inspec;ons	  

•  HRSDC	  ending	  fire	  inspec;ons	  for	  AANDC	  
March	  31,	  2014.	  
•  3	  year	  inspec;on	  cycle	  of	  federal	  assets.	  
•  Transi;on	  plan	  under	  development.	  



On	  Reserve	  Inspec;ons	  

•  Require	  legisla;on	  to	  be	  useful	  
•  No	  poli;cal	  will	  to	  enforce	  under	  collateral	  
legisla;on	  (i.e.	  schools)	  
•  Inspec;ons	  and	  engineering	  services	  for	  
federal	  infrastructure	  linked.	  
•  No	  inspec;on	  programs	  or	  funding	  for	  to	  non-‐
federal	  infrastructure.	  



Fire	  Preven;on	  Programs	  

•  Life	  safety	  –	  overall	  impact	  
•  Fire	  preven;on	  programs	  support	  the	  life	  
cycle	  of	  infrastructure	  
•  Ability	  to	  deliver	  fire	  preven;on	  programs	  
means	  internal	  capacity	  that	  also	  supports	  
sustainability	  
•  Networking	  with	  other	  municipal	  	  and	  fire	  
authori;es	  



Fire	  Plan	  Examina;on	  
•  Review	  building	  plans	  	  
•  Perform	  construc;on	  site	  inspec;ons	  	  
•  Consults	   with	   builders,	   architects,	   municipal	  
infrastructure	   service	   providers	   and	   other	  
regulatory	  agencies	  
•  Ensure	   the	   building	   and	   performance	   design	  
conforms	   to	   the	   applicable	   building	   and	   fire	  
codes	  
•  Provide	  occupancy	  approvals	  



Fire	  Preven;on	  Partners	  

Na;onal	  Fire	  Protec;on	  
Associa;on	  

Canadian	  Associa;on	  of	  
Fire	  Chiefs	   Fire	  Preven;on	  Canada	  

First	  Na;ons	  Na;onal	  
Building	  Officers	  
Associa;on	  

Aboriginal	  Affairs	  and	  
Northern	  Development	  

Canada	  

Canada	  Mortgage	  Housing	  
Corpora;on	  



Home	  Sprinklers	  

•  Life	  safety	  
•  Supplementary	  to	  exis;ng	  fire	  services	  
•  Link	  to	  insurance	  
•  Supports	  life	  cycle	  of	  infrastructure	  
•  Lower	  installa;on	  cost	  ($1.35	  per	  sq	  N)	  
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Over 80% of fire deaths occur
in the home. Home fire sprinklers
can save lives and property from fire.
They respond quickly and effectively
to fire, often extinguishing the fire
before the fire department arrives.
Only the sprinkler closest to the fire
will activate, spraying water on the fire.

Over 80% of fire deaths occur
in the home. Home fire sprinklers
can save lives and property from fire.
They respond quickly and effectively
to fire, often extinguishing the fire
before the fire department arrives.
Only the sprinkler closest to the fire
will activate, spraying water on the fire.

Home Fire

 More than 2,500 people die 
in home fires each year.

 The risk of dying in a 
reported home fire decreases 
by about 80% when the 
home is equipped with a fire 
sprinkler system.

If MOVING into an apartment 
or condominium building, make 
sure common areas and individual 
apartments are sprinklered. 

If BUILDING a new home or 
remodeling an existing home, 
consider installing a home fire 
sprinkler system.

FACTS

SAFETY TIPS 
!!!  Home fire sprinklers save lives and property. In many situations, 

a family who has survived a fire will also have their “home” 
to live in and enough of the items and space in their home to 
continue living their lives as they did before.

!!!"  The cost of a home fire sprinkler system in a new home 
averages $1.61 per sprinklered square foot totaling an amount 
similar to what is spent for carpet upgrades, paving stone 
driveway or a whirlpool bath.

 Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2008.

!!!"  A home fire sprinkler system can reduce the homeowner’s 
insurance premium.

!!!"  Fire departments typically use roughly 10 times as much water 
as a fire sprinkler would use to contain a fire.

 Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2010.

!!!"  Fire sprinklers are environmentally friendly. They can reduce the 
amount of water run-off and pollution, fire damage by up to 
71%, and water usage to fight a home fire by as much as 91%.

 Source: FM Global and Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition Study 2010.

!!!"  Cigar smoke or burnt toast will not activate a fire sprinkler. 
Only the high temperature of a fire will activate the sprinkler.

!!!"  A home fire sprinkler system is easy to maintain. Just inspect 
your home to make sure the sprinklers are not blocked by 
something that would prevent the water from coming out such 
as paint and be sure the main control valve is never turned off.

!!!"  Home fire sprinklers are effective in cold and warm climates. 
Guidelines have been created for the proper installation of 
systems to avoid pipes freezing. A home fire sprinkler system 
should be winterized the same as you winterize a domestic 
water supply.

!

!

Home Fire
SprinklersSprinklers

And Don’t Forget...
C

C



Insurance	  

•  Accessible	  Insurance	  
•  Rates	  
•  Fire	  Underwriter	  Survey	  ra;ng	  
•  Group	  insurance	  sunsets	  
•  Rela;onship	  between	  sustainability,	  risk	  
management	  and	  insurance	  
•  Exceeding	  Building	  Codes	  and	  insurance	  



Community	  Planning	  

•  Incorporate	  Building/Fire	  Codes	  
•  Long	  term	  infrastructure	  planning	  
•  Adequate	  emergency	  services	  to	  current	  and	  
future	  community	  needs	  
•  Include	  the	  human	  resources	  capacity	  
•  Educate	  governance	  and	  administra;on	  
•  Resources	  for	  current	  and	  future	  needs	  



Don’t	  forget…	  



Ques;ons?	  


