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The 2016 federal budget released March 22 included 
an unprecedented $8.4 billion in investments 
dedicated to closing the gap in quality of life between 
First Nations and the rest of Canada. 

National Chief Perry Bellegarde: “Budget 2016 begins 
to address decades of underfunding and neglect, which 
created a growing gap in the quality of life between 
First Nations and other Canadians.  This budget 
invests in important priorities for First Nations and 
all Canadians.  Investments in housing, clean water, 
education, and child welfare will bring long-needed 
relief for those living in third world conditions, and help 
to build a stronger economy for everyone.”

Budget 2016 eliminated the 2% cap on federal 
funding to First Nations with a promise to work with 
First Nations to establish a new, long-term fiscal 
relationship.  The budget included new investments in 
First Nations education; infrastructure and housing; 
green infrastructure on reserve; clean water; First 
Nations child and family services; an Aboriginal 
Skills and Employment Training Strategy; Aboriginal 
Languages Initiative; health; justice; fishing and the 
environment. 

These investments are the result of ongoing outreach 
and advocacy on the part of the Assembly of First 
Nations and First Nations leaders across the country.  

Prior to Budget 2016, National Chief Bellegarde and 
members of the AFN Executive Committee met with 
federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau to outline 
priorities.  By setting out a plan and providing direction, 
First Nations are leading the way in addressing 
priorities based on need.  There is much more work 
to do to address the damage caused by decades of 
inattention and mistreatment, but this budget should 
be recognized as a great success on the efforts of many 
across the country.  

AFN will continue to work with key decision-makers 
to develop the long-term fiscal relationship that is 
required for First Nations to advance priorities in ways 
that work for families and communities.

National Chief Perry Bellegarde responds to the 2016 federal budget at a press 
conference on March 23, 2016. 

https://www.facebook.com/AFN.APN/
https://www.facebook.com/AFN.APN/
https://www.facebook.com/AFN.APN/
https://twitter.com/perrybellegarde
https://twitter.com/AFN_Updates
https://twitter.com/AFN_Comms
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HIGHLIGHTS:

The 2% Cap is Gone!

First Nations have struggled under 
a 2% cap on federal funding for 
two decades, the consequences of 

which have been devastating.  Budget 2016 removes 
the cap and begins to address real needs in our 
growing nations.  Total funding for Indigenous programs 
will be 22% higher than where it was when capped 
at 2%.  This will not close the gap completely, but it 
will help First Nations reach the starting line in terms 
of adequate funding and support.  It also provides a 
solid basis for continued discussions for a new fiscal 
relationship based on need.  First Nations across 
Canada can expect to see real change on the ground 
with the elimination of the 2% cap.

Commitments to  
First Nations Education and 
Schools

Starting this year, $2.6 billion will 
be invested over five years for the 

current primary and secondary education system on 
reserve.  Almost a billion of that ($969.4 million) has 
been allotted for education infrastructure on reserve.  

Improvements to Housing, 
Infrastructure and Drinking 
Water

As part of the first phase of the 
federal government’s 10-year plan 

for social infrastructure, $1.2 billion over five years 
will support infrastructure in Indigenous communities.  
This includes $554.3 million over two years for housing 
in a first step towards the development of a long-
term National Housing Framework that will include 
construction and maintenance of an adequate supply 
of housing on reserve.  Dedicated resources will also 

be available for the monitoring of drinking water on-
reserve.  

Support for  
First Nations Health

The budget commits $270 million 
over five years to support the 
construction, renovation and 
repair of nursing stations, residences for health care 
workers and health officers on reserve.  An additional 
$64.5 million over five years will be invested in 
Nutrition North, to provide much needed perishable 
food in remote communities.  

More Work to be done for 
Child and Family Services

Earlier this year the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal ruled that 
the Government of Canada was guilty of discriminating 
against First Nations children in care.  While the budget 
invests $634.8 million over five years for First Nations 
Child and Family Services we have much more work to 
do to ensure that the Tribunal’s decision is upheld and 
the necessary investments in our children are made 
each and every year.  The budget also commits to 
program reforms that will be developed in partnership 
with First Nations 
stakeholders.  The 
AFN, together with 
the First Nations 
Child and Family 
Caring Society, will 
continue to push 
for this action until 
reforms have been 
realized. 

“With the renewed nation-
to-nation relationship with 
Indigenous Peoples the Liberal 
government committed to, these 
investments for the future are 
a good start and the budget is 
positive.”

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Grand Chief Derek Nepinak

“Liberal Government’s federal budget 
makes significant investment in 

Indigenous futures”, March 23, 2016
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For a more detailed breakdown of commitments to  
First Nations and Indigenous peoples in Budget 2016, 
see the AFN’s Budget Bulletin at: http://www.afn.ca/
uploads/files/16-03-24_nc_bulletin_2016_federal_
budget_fe.pdf

“This budget is a clear attempt 
to address the human, social 
and economic catastrophe 
and the deep chasm left by 
ten years of willful neglect 
on the part of the previous 
government.  We are beginning 
to see light at the end of the 
tunnel.”

AFNQL Chief Ghislain Picard
“Federal budget: A good start for First 

Nations”, March 23, 2016

“I have to say the Treaty 
Indigenous people of 
Saskatchewan and Canada, 
we’re in much better shape 
than we were in the last 
five years, because now we 
have some investment, some 
progress and this is a good 
start.”

Federation of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations 

Chief Bobby Cameron
“FSIN Chief Bobby Cameron pleased 

with $8.4B federal commitment”, CBC 
News, March 23, 2016

Prior to Budget 2016, National Chief Bellegarde and members of the AFN 
Executive Committee met with federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau to 
outline priorities.  By setting out a plan and direction, First Nations are 
leading the way in addressing priorities in ways that work for families 
and communities.  For his part, Minister Morneau has committed to 
maintaining his relationship directly with First Nations throughout his 
tenure as Finance Minister.  The AFN will continue to work with the Minister 
and his Department to establish a new fiscal relationship with the Crown, 
one based on recognition of rights, respect and co-operation.

While one Budget could never meet all of the needs that have accumulated 
through decades of underfunding and neglect, Budget 2016 is a significant 
first step to closing the gap and building stronger communities and a 
stronger country for us all.

NEXT STEPS:

The AFN Executive met with Finance Minister Bill Morneau on January 28, 2016 to outline First Nations priorities in advance of the federal budget.

http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/16-03-24_nc_bulletin_2016_federal_budget_fe.pdf
http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/16-03-24_nc_bulletin_2016_federal_budget_fe.pdf
http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/16-03-24_nc_bulletin_2016_federal_budget_fe.pdf
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“THE FIRST PRIORITY IS TO STOP THE CRISIS.  NEXT, WE 
MUST MOVE QUICKLY TO IMPROVE LIVING CONDITIONS 
AND CREATE STRONG, SAFE COMMUNITIES WHERE OUR 
PEOPLE HAVE HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY.”

ATTAWAPISKAT STATE OF EMERGENCY

National Chief Bellegarde visited Attawapiskat 
earlier this month to be with community 
leadership and members as they work to address 
a suicide crisis in the northern Ontario First 
Nation. 

“Attawapiskat is the latest community to reach the 
point of crisis brought on by decades of neglect,” 
said National Chief Bellegarde during the April 13 
community visit with Ontario Minister of Health 
and Long-Term Care Dr. Eric Hoskins and the 
Ontario Minister of Children and Youth Services 
and Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues Tracy 
MacCharles.  

“The first priority is to stop the crisis,” he added.  
“Next, we must move quickly to improve living 
conditions and create strong, safe communities 
where our people have hope and opportunity.  This 
requires a new relationship based on respect and 
recognition of rights.  And one that will ensure 
immediate and long-term investments are made 
by all levels of government.  I am heartened by 
the commitments made this week that we will see 
progress sooner, rather than later.”

Minister Hoskins announced $2 million for a youth 
regional co-ordination unit and deployment of 
additional health-care workers and support staff 
to the community.  “The provincial government, the 
local band council and the community will hold a 
forum to develop a long-term plan to support the 
community to ensure the people of Attawapiskat— 
particularly youth—feel safe, respected and 
supported,” Dr. Hoskins said.

Attawapiskat Chief Bruce Shisheesh and 
Council declared a state of emergency April 9 
in response to a wave of suicide attempts.  AFN 
supports community-based, culturally relevant 
approaches to prevent suicide, including the 
full implementation of the First Nations Mental 
Wellness Continuum framework: 
http://health.afn.ca/en/about-us/pro/mental-
wellness. 

http://health.afn.ca/en/about-us/pro/mental-wellness
http://health.afn.ca/en/about-us/pro/mental-wellness

