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The Assembly of First Nations issues regular updates on the National Chief’s activities and work 
underway at the national office. More information can be found on the AFN’s website at www.afn.ca. 

 
Canada’s Endorsement of UNDRIP 
 
On November 12, 2010 the Government of Canada endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).     
 
As you recall, when the Declaration was passed by the United Nations in 2007, Canada was one of four 
countries to vote against it – the others included Australia, the United States and New Zealand.  Since 
that decision, Indigenous leaders across Canada have advocated for Canada to uphold its human rights 
record and endorse the UNDRIP. Expectations were raised when Canada committed to take steps to 
endorse the UNDRIP in the March 2010 Throne Speech. Pressure on Canada increased when  New 
Zealand reversed its decision in April of this year and the United States announced its intention to consult 
with Tribal governments in the U.S. regarding the UNDRIP.   
 
On behalf of the Assembly of First Nations and the national executive, I commend the many Indigenous 
leaders in Canada and around the world for their commitment and dedication to securing  endorsement  
of the UNDRIP by Canada and all state governments.  First Nations leaders and advocates from Canada 
provided critical leadership in the development of the UNDRIP.  It is no coincidence that the language of 
“inherent” rights and “reconciliation” are prominent in the language reflecting the fact that First Nations 
perspectives and terminology are part of the UNDRIP.   
 
First Nation leadership and citizens are ready to move forward – today – to build a better quality of life for 
our peoples and stronger, healthier communities.  With the endorsement of the UNDRIP, our real work 
together with Canada begins as we continue our journey toward a new era of mutual respect and mutual 
responsibility.  The Declaration provides a guide and framework for First Nations, the federal government 
and all Canadians to continue our work together in ways that respect and implement Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights in the relationship between First Nations and Canada.  The UNDRIP is not the culmination 
or the end of our work.  It presents an opportunity to press the “reset” button on the relationship between 
Indigenous peoples and the rest of Canada.   
 
I look forward to advancing the UNDRIP with the direction and support of First Nation leaders across 
Canada.  I am encouraged by recent conversations with Prime Minister Harper and will continue to press 
the Prime Minister and the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada to engage in discussions on 
the development of a work plan and best approaches to work toward affirming that rights reflected in the 
UNDRIP are the new standards by which the First Nations-Canada relationship is defined. This will 
include urging a First Nations-Crown Gathering involving the Prime Minister and First Nations leaders.  
 
The UNDRIP specifically condemns policies and doctrines relating to colonialism and assimilation in 
favour of self-determination and relationships based on reconciliation and harmonious relations. 
Therefore, Canada should be expected to work with First Nations to support First Nation governments to 
move away from the Indian Act, which is less about getting rid of something and more about putting into 
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affect our constitutionally protected rights, previous Supreme court decisions regarding section 35 Treaty 
and Aboriginal rights and now – the UNDRIP.   
 
As we move forward in our efforts to assert our rights, develop our governments and improve the status 
quo for First Nation citizens and communities, we do so knowing that Canada has now undertaken, 
together with First Nations peoples, achievement of the rights expressed in the Declaration.   
 
I look forward to hearing from the leadership on this an other important issues at the upcoming AFN 
Special Chiefs Assembly at Lac Leamy in Gatineau, Quebec December 14, 15, 16, 2010.   
 
For more information on the AFN Special Chiefs Assembly please visit www.afn.ca.   
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