
 
 

 
 

Living Without Violence: Achieving Justice and Safety Among Indigenous 
Communities 

FACT SHEET– October 2012 

 
First Nations across Canada are advancing plans for change – for their peoples and communities to grow 
and thrive.  Part of this work includes ensuring First Nation families, women and children are healthy, safe 
and secure.   
 
Quick Facts: 

 There are more than 582 cases of missing or murdered Indigenous women and girls in Canada, 
most of which remain unsolved.  

 According to the 2009-2010 Annual Report of the Canadian Human Rights Commission, young 
Indigenous women are five times more likely than other Canadian women to die as a result of 
violence.  

 At the Council of the Federation in July 2012, national Indigenous leaders, Premiers and territorial 
leaders, made a public declaration to live violence free by signing their name to a banner 
pledging to live without violence.   

 Assembly of First Nations (AFN) National Chief Shawn Atleo has supported regional and national 
calls for public inquiries and has called on the Government of Canada to commit to a National 
Public Commission of Inquiry on murdered and missing Indigenous women in Canada.  

 The Government of Canada has endorsed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which states “States shall take measures in conjunction with 
Indigenous peoples to ensure that Indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and 
guarantees against all forms of Violence and discrimination” (Article 22.2)  

 In May 2012, together with the Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) and other 
groups, AFN submitted a joint statement with specific recommendations for action at the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 
This has been a long-standing priority for First Nation leadership.  In coordination with NWAC’s Sisters in 
Spirit campaign and as directed by First Nations, AFN has declared October 4 a National Day of 
Remembrance for murdered and missing Indigenous women in Canada.  October 18 has been identified 
as a National Day of Action to End Violence.  
 
Between October 4 and October 18, AFN is encouraging Indigenous peoples and all Canadians to act 
now for a better future for all of us: 

 Make a personal pledge to live without violence at www.afn.ca  
 Sign a postcard demanding the Prime Minister call a National Public Commission of Inquiry on 

missing and murdered Indigenous women in Canada 
 Tell your story 
 Reach-out and support those families and communities who have lost loved ones to violence 

 
AFN has consistently raised the issue of missing and murdered women with the federal and provincial 
governments and territorial leaders through the Council of the Federation and the Aboriginal Affairs 



 
 

 
 

Working Group, achieving commitments from Premiers, territorial leaders and provincial Ministers of 
Aboriginal Affairs to support a national strategy to prevent violence against Indigenous women. 
 
In February of 2012 AFN hosted a national justice forum that culminated in a national strategy to end 
violence against Indigenous women and girls adopted by Chiefs-in-Assembly July 2012.  In 2013 the AFN 
will convene a second National Forum on Justice and Community Safety with focus on murdered and 
missing Indigenous women and girls, and broader actions to end violence.   
 
AFN strongly supports NWAC’s efforts, and consistently advocates in support of First Nation individuals 
and families impacted by violence that seek justice, and for adequate and appropriate health supports 
and preventative measures to better ensure communities are safe. This includes supporting and 
engaging all First Nation leadership to pledge to live without violence.   
 
 
 


