
 1

                             Education Protocol 
                                 Framework Agreement 
 
Made this       day of October 2006. 
 
 
Between: 
 
               Her Majesty The Queen in Right of Canada, 
                  As represented by the Minister if Indian Affairs and 
                  Northern Development 
                  (Hereinafter referred to as “Canada” 
 
                                                                        Of The First Part 
 
 
And:  
 
                First Nations Education Council 
                As represented by the Director 
                (Hereinafter referred to as (“FNEC”) 
 
                                                                       Of The Second Part 
 
 
Collectively referred to hereinafter as the “Parties” 
 
 
 
Whereas: 
 
The negotiation of this Agreement is guided by the FNEC documents entitled “ Action 
Plan  for developing  a Comprehensive First Nations Education System, 2007-2012”, 
“Post Secondary Institution” and “Vocational Training” found under attached 
appendixes 1, 2 and 3 of this document. 
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Now therefore, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
Part 1- Purpose of Agreement 
  
The purposes of this agreement are: 
 
1.1 to correct and stabilize the FNEC’s funding for the second level services it 

presently provides 
1.2 to identify additional second level services that could be implemented within 

the next two years to come support improved student outcomes 
1.3 to identify second level services with the member FNEC communities through 

a consultation process which will be subject and lead to a more detailed and 
comprehensive action plan. 

1.4 to establish the guiding principles and process for negotiations of the 
recognition of Jurisdiction for the member FNEC communities 

1.5 to confirm support for the creation of a First Nations post secondary institution    
in the Quebec Region. 

1.6 to outline the responsibilities of each of the parties in regards to the initiatives 
1.7 To confirm a clear action plan leading to measurable and tangible results. 
 
 
Part 2-Responsibilities of the Parties 
 
Canada 
 
2.1 the funding anomaly of the FNEC in regards to second level services shall be 

immediately reviewed and stabilized 
2.2 upon receipt of a detailed work plan for each of the identified areas in regards to 

activities for second level services and subject to approval, new funding will be 
made available to carry out the approved activities. 

2.3 a Chief negotiator shall be named to initiate discussions with the FNEC which is 
to lead to a framework agreement for the negotiations for the recognition of 
jurisdiction 

2.4 upon receipt of a work plan, confirm support for the creation of a First Nations 
post secondary institution in the Quebec Region 

2.5 ensure that the specific needs of Quebec region in regards to vocational training 
will be included in any new or existing INAC education policies. 

 
 
FNEC 
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2.6 FNEC will provide a detailed work plan in regards to the implementation of the 
agreed upon second level services and including the consultation process with the 
member communities. 

2.7 FNEC will provide within the first two years a detailed long term work plan in 
regards to the implementation of second level services as confirmed by the 
communities through the consultation process. 

2.8 a Chief negotiator shall be named to initiate discussions with INAC which is to 
lead to a framework agreement for the negotiations of the recognition of 
jurisdiction. 

2.9 the FNEC shall begin work on the establishment of the post secondary institution 
with the target date of August 2008. 

 
Part 3-Finanacial Arrangements 
 
Funding for the FNEC 
 
3.1 Canada and the FNEC will negotiate and reach agreement for a multi-year 

agreement on the funding anomaly of the FNEC, the second level services 
funding and the post secondary institution funding support in order to support the 
activities to be undertaken by FNEC. 

 
Appropriation 
 
3.2 The financial provisions of this Agreement applicable to Canada are subject to the 

appropriation of funds by the Parliament of Canada. 
 
 
Part 4-Dispute Resolution 
 
Informal discussion 
 
4.1 In the event of a dispute between the parties arising out of or relating to this 

Agreement, the parties agree to meet, negotiate in good faith and attempt to 
resolve the dispute amicably. 

 
Part 5-General Provisions 
 
Nature of Agreement 
 
5.1 This agreement is not a treaty or a land claims agreement within the meaning of  

Sections 25 and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 
 
5.2       Agreement does not, of its own force and effect, recognize, affirm or deny any  
             aboriginal or treaty rights of FNEC member communities, nor does it abrogate  
             or derogate from the recognition and affirmation of those rights in section 35 of  
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              The Constitution Act 1982. 
 
5.3         Nothing in this agreement restricts member FNEC communities from entering  
              into agreements with Canada. 
 
 
Terms and Extension of Agreement 
 
5.4       The term of this Agreement is 5 years, commencing on the date it is signed by  

the Parties, unless extended by the Parties. 
5.5       12 months prior to the expiration of the term set out in paragraph 5.5, the Parties  
             will meet to discuss the necessity of extending or renewing this Agreement. 
 
 
Amendment 
 
5.6       This agreement may be amended with the written consent of each Party. 

 
5.7        Any amendment to this agreement takes effect on a date agreed to by the Parties  
               the amendment. 
 
No Implied Waiver 
 
5.8      A provision of this Agreement, or the performance by a Party of an obligation  
            under this Agreement, may not be waived unless the waiver is in writing and  
             signed by the Party or Parties of the Waiver. 
 
 
Interpretation 
 
5.9  In this Agreement 
              

a) headings and sub-headings are for convenience only, do not form a part of this  
Agreement and in no way define, limit, alter or enlarge the scope or the meaning 
of any provision of this Agreement. 

b) appendixes form an integral part of this agreement 
 
No Benefits 
 
5.10 No member of the House of Commons or Senate will be admitted to share in any 

part of this Agreement or to any benefits arising from it. 
 
Execution of Documents 
 



 5

5.11     Each Party will, at the request of and at no cost to the other Parities, execute and  
             deliver to the requesting Party any instrument or document or will do anything  
             that may be reasonably be required to carry out its obligations under this  
             Agreement, or to completed any transaction contemplated by this agreement. 
 
 
Severability 
 
5.11 Unless otherwise determined by a court of competent jurisdiction, if any  
             Provision contained in this agreement is rendered invalid, illegal or  
            Unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction in any respect: 

a) the Parties will make best efforts to remedy or amend the provision; 
b) the validity. Legality or enforcement of the remaining provisions will 

not in any way be considered by the Parties to be affected or impaired. 
 
Notices and Communications 
 
5.12 Where in this Agreement any notice or communication is required to be given or  
             made by any Party, it will be in writing and will be effective if by hand,  
             transmitted by facsimile transmission or sent by registered mail to the address  
             set out below. The address of a Party may be changed by a notice in a manner  
             set out in this paragraph. 
 
              Canada: 
 
              Minister 
              Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
              10 Wellington Street 
              Ottawa, Ontario 
               FAX: (819) 953-4941 
 
              FNEC 
 
              Director, First Nations Education Council 
               95 rue de ‘Ours 
               Wendake, Quebec 
                G0A 4V0 
             
               Fax: (418) 842-9988 
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Whereas the Parties agree to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and have signed 
on this the        day of October 2006. 
 
Signatures 
 
 
 
 
___________________________        ___________________________ 
                                                               Witness 
The Honorable Jim Prentice 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 
Ottawa, Canada 
 
 
 
____________________________        ___________________________ 
                                                                 Witness 
Lise Bastien 
Director  
First Nations Education Council 
Wendake, Quebec 
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