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“ Everyone has a role to play. Everyone has a voice that must be supported and  
respected and we must try to understand.There are so many powerful things that  
we have to offer the world.There is a great resurgence happening. We need  
to facilitate greater understanding and you need to take on the responsibility.  
The universities have a great role to play.They have the potential, not only  
in relationships, but also to be a great transformer and to unleash the human  
potential and to unleash the potential of Aboriginal learners in Canada.”
Shawn A-in-chut Atleo, National Chief to the Assembly of First Nations
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Introduction 
Despite that Indigenous education has had a tumultuous past in Canada, yet things are changing. 
Now as a priority for all levels of government, Indigenous education is recognized as a key area 
where much work needs to be done to ensure that the fastest growing segment of the population 
of Canada has access to quality education. This represents a sure path to increased empowerment 
and self-determination for Indigenous peoples in Canada, and a better nation for all people  
in the country. Signs that First Nations education is a top public policy priority are manifest: the 
January 24 Crown-First Nations gathering in Ottawa highlighted education as a government 
priority, reports from the National panel on First Nations Elementary and Secondary Education, 
the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples, and reports from regional First Nations 
organizations have been well received and fuelled positive debate. Most recently, the House  
of Commons adopted a motion guaranteeing equal access to education for First Nations children.  
This is demonstrative of strong political will across Canada and creates a rich environment for 
organizations such as the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) to reach 
out to students and share with them the myriad ways Canadian postsecondary institutions  
are welcoming Indigenous students, and identifying the programs available to fit their needs.

In December 2011, AUCC and the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) partnered to hold a webinar on 
Indigenous education. As part of a series initiated by AFN, the webinar consisted of a conversation 
with Indigenous youth on postsecondary education. The event was hosted by Mount St. Vincent 
University (MSVU) in Halifax, Nova Scotia and youth from across Canada were invited to connect 
online and share their thoughts.Dr. Ramona Lumpkin, president of MSVU, moderated the 
discussion.She was joined by both National Chief Shaw A-in-chut Atleo and AUCC’s president 
Paul Davidson, who were on site to take part in the exchange. A group of high school Mi’kmaq 
students travelled to Halifax from Cape Breton to attend the session and share their feelings 
regarding university. The feedback received from these youth was incredibly valuable and brought 
unique insight into what universities and colleges can do to help better integrate Indigenous 
students. It provided a student perspective on the roadblocks they are facing and a better understanding 
of what university means to them. In addition to the high school students, current university 
students and administrators shared their stories and further enriched the conversation.

Overall, the webinar was a success. It allowed for an excellent discussion from which all participants 
learned. Universities received a clear message, namely that the programs they are developing  
to attract and retain Indigenous students are valuable, but need to become more visible and 
widespread. In addition to programs, services are of utmost importance to Indigenous students. 
The challenges they encounter after leaving their communities are best addressed in familiar 
meeting spaces where an array of services designed to answer their needs are available. 

Though the university community has made great strides in recent years, many challenges remain. 
The wounds left by the residential school system are still healing, and the view of education 
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offered to youth today needs to be positive and to contribute to the empowerment of Indigenous 
people. Based on the comments gathered during the virtual dialogue, the next generation of 
Indigenous people in Canada is ambitious and innovative, and has a strong desire to improve  
their lives and those of their communities.

The conversation 
The conversation with Indigenous youth was designed to get a better understanding of what could 
be done to attract more young Indigenous high school students to postsecondary education 
institutions and retain them once they are in.The webinar was broadcasted live on the internet 
and consisted of a conversation around three specific questions on postsecondary education: 
“What does university means to you? Have you considered going? What steps will you take to 
achieve you education goals?” Through an online forum, participants could engage in the 
dialogue by posting their written answers on the webpage. The online responses were part of 
the conversation in the room and some answers were read out on the webcast. The National 
Chief, Paul Davidson or Mount St. Vincent University president, Dr.Ramona Lumpkin would 
comment on the student’s answers. From the online responses, the group of individuals that 
participated in the dialogue included both genders, and students from secondary schools, as well  
as postsecondary students. In total, 327 people connected with the event webpage (see figure 1).

figure 1 .  unique page viewers the day of the broad cast
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question 1: “What does university mean to you?” 
The first question garnered several different responses from online participants, but the most 
common theme for all of them was that university is an avenue for opportunities such as freedom 
from poverty, independence, travel and benefits for communities: 

University means freedom. Freedom from poverty. Education and a great career has given back 

my pride and independence. My biggest educational regret is that I am 40 years old and still 

trying to finish my bachelor’s degree. I tell my kids not to wait as long as I have, as they can start 

their lives earlier, after high school. With the greater wages, they can travel, buy a house and 

raise a family without the constant struggle. As an Aboriginal Education Coordinator, I am proud 

to say that in our territory, the number of dogwood graduates has gone up! This year was the 

highest amount of postsecondary applicants for funding. Personally I couldn’t believe all applicants 

couldn’t go to school due to lack of funding! It is my hope that in our territory, agencies can 

work together to find more partnerships to fund our students. I am very proud to see our people 

succeeding. It is a hard road, but well worth the drive! Watch out world, First Nations People  

are getting organized! 1

Penticton, British Columbia

Education is very important to both me and my community. Once I’m done high school I want  

to get out of here to further my education and experience what life is like out of the reserve. 

Leaving for school will help me become more independent and it will also help me become  

who I want to be. The bad thing about going to university is leaving my friends and family and 

learning to adjust to the life out there. Some of the community members lack both secondary 

and postsecondary education.So it is kind of hard to get a well paying job here or anywhere 

else. It is important to finish school if you really want to get somewhere in life.

Oxford House, Manitoba

I think that an education is important for my community. Education is a good thing because it 

helps you to become the person that is helpful in the community and having responsibilities and 

getting a job that requires skill. University means studying and learning what you want to learn 

and being what you want to be like a teacher, doctor, dentist, carpenter or social worker and 

making life better.

Oxford House, Manitoba

For most if not all, education relates to pride. Students expressed how studying makes them,  
their family and community feel proud of their accomplishments.

It is really important to go to university because not only are you helping yourself, you are also 

helping your community. People are proud of what you are doing, especially your relatives. 

People will encourage you to stay in school, even the people you do not know, so it would be 

4
1 The comments are in their original version but typos have been corrected. Some participants responded to the 3 questions 
in one bloc, we’ve split the answer in three but the integrality of the comment is in the document.

“It is really important to go to university  
because not only are you helping yourself, you are  

also helping your community.”



exciting to go to school, especially when you are making your people proud. University is 

important because you are learning other things that you didn’t get to learn in the rez.  

It is really boring in the rez and I am ready to get out of here for awhile, at least until I am  

finished school, then come back to the rez to find a job that I want to do and just enjoy  

life as the future keeps coming.

Oxford House, Manitoba

Education for me is very very important because I see it as the biggest door to everything.  

There aren’t many good jobs in this town and most don’t get you nowhere, well that’s my point 

of view anyways. So finishing high school and to go finish university/college, to get the best 

education and career would be so awesome because then I could provide for me and my future 

family. Landing a great career and to be able to say I’ve got all my degrees, maters or whatever  

I plan to accomplish in the future, would make me a proud person. Finishing postsecondary 

school would be a great achievement for my community because there aren’t many who have 

succeeded out there. I know it is harsh to say but it’s true. Many feel too homesick, or have 

already started a family, some say the work is too tough or can’t live with the little bit of allowance 

they get each month. So, from all that I will stay strong and really focus on my school work  

and overcome the many challenges that will come my way. 

Oxford House, Manitoba 

Some participants stated that university is the key to career opportunities and a “way out” of life on 
reservations. Others commented on how the knowledge gained could assist them in enriching  
life within First Nations communities. Education is perceived as a form of empowerment, a way 
to grow stronger and to have an impact on their life and on those of others:

University to me means opportunity. It means the ability to engage in higher level education, 

learn about social issues, and a higher level of consciousness. Education is one thing that cannot 

be taken away from a human being. It enables strength and power to an individual.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

University means that I can come back to my reservation and inspire others to succeed. Most 

people on the reservation have neglected the opportunity to go to college/university. I want to 

be a leader and role model for the younger children who aren’t inspired to become anything. 

They don’t think they have a future outside the reservation. I want to show these kids that it’s 

alright to leave the reservation to get an education, because to some people there is a barrier 

between them and the community. I want to go to university to prove to people that Aboriginal 

people can be educated and bring that education back to the community to propel our people 

toward sovereignty.

Akwesasne Mohawk Reservation 
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University, to me, means a chance. It’s a way to get somewhere and for me to be who I want  

to. By furthering my education, I can become a role model in my community. It will give me a 

chance to give back to my home – something I’ve wanted to do for a long time just never knew 

how. It gives me something to be proud of.

Cornwall, Ontario

For myself it would be important to go out for university and after that it would be important  

to my community for me to come back and work in my community. This community has nothing 

like what I wanted to be. The other people in the community would be good if they went  

out for education like for a nurse, dentist, or something so outsiders wouldn’t come here that 

much. We need people like that here for them to go out for higher education. University is 

nothing like high school, it has lots of writing in one class that you can’t waste time talking or 

something else. It’s a school education for your future and what you are planning to doing  

and lots of homework to be finished before the due date. I have been to university to hang out 

and what is going on. I kind of liked what goes on and what they’re doing. I have thought about 

going to university, but I am still not sure yet because there are other things I plan on doing for 

what I truly want to do. Its Canadian Forces that I plan on after high school. So I am not sure  

if I’ll try to attend university.

Oxford House, Manitoba

University is very, very important to me. When I hear the word “university” the first thing that 

comes to my mind is “my future”. My father always taught me how important education is. 

Graduating university would mean that I made my family proud, it would mean that I’m going 

to have the future that I’ve always wanted. It would mean that I could get a good job, I wouldn’t 

have to rely on a welfare cheques to survive and I don’t ever have to depend on other people 

for money. I know going and graduating from university would make my community proud. Not 

many people go to university after high school. Most of the time they just stay home, collecting 

welfare cheques and if they are lucky, they might find a job. For the few hat actually try to leave 

the rez, they do make the community proud. But most of them just end up quitting and coming 

back home. I know it must get lonely being away from your loved ones but you have to stick it 

though and know that you’re making the right choice.

Oxford House, Manitoba.

Participants also acknowledged the hard work involved in attending and succeeding in one’s 
university studies, as well as the sacrifices that need to be made. One recurring theme was the 
difficulty surrounding being away from their community and family.

University means two things choice and sacrifice, university is a choice from where you go and 

what you take, it is the first time that you get to choose what is important to you and what  

you need moving toward your goals. It is a choice you make how far you want to go and when 

you want to stop whether it is in law, medicine or a master in global studies. It is also about 
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sacrifice, sacrificing time with family, friends and sometimes social life to pursue your dreams 

and to ensure your future. Sacrificing your time and effort for the good of your family, 

community, and Nation, and it also means you may have to leave all you hold dear to pursue 

what is important to you. Welalin.

Mi’kmaq Rights Initiative, Nova Scotia

Current and former Aboriginal university students shared their experiences with the participants 
and provided words of advice, encouragement and a window into their reality. Among other 
things they noted that university education is not only for the young and that no age limit exists 
for those who seek to enhance learning through education. 

Aaniin, In answer to the question of “What does university mean to you?” I have a different 

perspective, mature students. As a person who struggled with secondary school then left the 

school system but, finally was able to go back at the age of 27 as a mature student to U.W.O. 
and then Lakehead. Now, as a recently retired 65 year old teacher of 30 plus years in Ontario’s 

Sioux Lookout District and an instructor in Eskasoni my message is “Life experience counts too 

so, don’t give up on your future! The doors of education are always open regardless of how old 

you are!” Conversation with Indigenous youth are VERY important at EVERY level of their 

education journey !!!! The Indigenous student voice “rocks”! All the Best! Chii Miigwetch, Wela:lin

Red Lake, Ontario

I am attending Loyalist College in the Child and Youth Worker program. Being here means the 

world to me. It presents an opportunity for me to take my life experiences and coping skills to 

help make a difference in the world with children and youth. This course has not only educated 

me about how to help youth but also about how to be a more professional, caring, and all 

around better person. I am learning skills that I can pass on to my children as well to be more 

kind and compassionate individuals in their lives. Without the funding I receive, I would not 

have gone to college. The debts I would have to pay back versus the money I will make in  

the field when I start working would make life hard to get through. I chose this course to help 

kids, not to make money; with knowing I won’t make a lot of money this funding makes it 

worthwhile to go through. With the course load and homework that is expected in this course  

I can’t work while in college. There is barely enough time to do assign ments and balance my 

family life and responsibilities without work to add on to it. The funding that has been provided 

to me and other native students has given us an opportunity to succeed in circumstances where 

we may not have had a chance to without it. If the funding does not continue in the future, I 

know personally a lot of lost opportunities will take place for a lot of people, the students who 

need it as well as the people who would benefit from whatever their choices are to do in their 

careers. I also plan to take addictions counselling once I graduate from this course, which is  

one more thing that is made possible thanks to the funding I receive. Thank you very much for 

taking the time to read my thoughts and opinions on why the continuation of funding is so 

important to us all.

Belleville, Ontario 
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question 2: “Have you considered going?” 
When we asked “Have you considered going?” all the responses received from students were 
positive. Although some are still undecided when it comes to finding the level of institution  
that best fits their needs, whether it is college or university, the students madestrong and positive 
statements regarding enrolling in postsecondary education. Postsecondary education is seen  
by many as a way to achieve a specific career goal. Once again, the theme of leaving their family  
and community was identified as a concern. Some students viewed leaving home as a temporary 
sacrifice that will allow them to come back to their communities with much needed skills and 
new experiences. 

I never considered NOT going to university. It was never a viable option for me. I had always 

intended to reach my fullest potential and I knew that a postsecondary education was needed  

for that. With the funding available to me, it was an attainable goal and I am grateful for  

every moment of it even the stressful exam periods! I know my family is proud of me for going  

and for not considering staying home.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Hello/Ahneen, I’m from Nipissing First Nations and before coming to university a lot was taken 

under consideration. I’ve never been away from home and was worried about whether I would 

feel home sick or would deal well with the distance. The workload that comes with university 

also worried me but upon coming to “the Mount” (Mount St. Vincent University), I learned  

to take advantage of my opportunities and wouldn’t change a thing. You begin to meet new 

people and get involved in your university community and it makes it a lot easier. Coming to 

university opens up a lot of doors for you and at the end of those four years it is something  

you will always have.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

I have thought about going to university because I would like to get a high paying job. I’m 

interested in architecture and I would need postsecondary training for that. I would like to  

go to a local college or university so that I can be close to my family.

Vancouver British Columbia 

Of course I want to go! I want to take advantage of my own future. I want to be a dancer  

and travel to as many different places as I can. University is a way to help me reach that goal. 

Cornwall, Ontario

Once I’m done high school I want to get out of here to further my education and experience 

what life is like out of the reserve. Leaving for school will help me become more independent 

“Being here means the world to me. It presents an opportunity  
for me to take my life experiences and coping skills to help make a  

difference in the world with children and youth.”
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and it will also help me become who I want to be. The bad thing about going to university is 

leaving my friends and family and learning to adjust to the life out there. Some of the community 

members lack both secondary and postsecondary education, so it is kind of hard to get a 

well-paying job here or anywhere else. It is important to finish school if you really want to get 

somewhere in life. I have been planning on going to university for a few years now, and it 

would also make my parents proud. Having them there to push me and help me succeed is  

great because if it weren’t for them, I don’t think I would be where I am today.

Oxford House, Manitoba

I am without a doubt going to university, no matter what it takes I will go and graduate. 

Getting an education is really important to my parents. My dad moved us to Winnipeg to get  

an education so he can make a better life for his family. Three months before his graduation  

his grandfather died and he still didn’t quit. I am really grateful for everything my parents have 

done for me and my siblings. I will not let them down.

Oxford House, Manitoba

Of course I have considered going to university. I want to teach Cree to the little kids and find a 

couple of other programs/classes that I like doing and whatever class I do best in I want to do 

that. But I am thinking more about teaching Cree for the little kids, and even maybe learn about 

other Cree languages and I don’t know if that is even possible to teach other reserves.

Oxford House, Manitoba

I have considered going to college or university since I was in elementary school. I have thought of 

becoming many things and today I am still all over the place of that I want to do. There are so 

many things I would love to become. Right now my goal is to go to the Red River College and take 

the Dental Assisting Level II. Then work as that for a while, maybe a year or two, and if I still 

want to go to school I might go in Alberta to become a dentist.

1972 Memorial high School, Oxford House, MB

I have been planning on going to university for a few years now, and it would also make my 

parents proud. Having them there to push me and help me succeed is great because if it weren’t 

for them, I don’t think I would be where I am today.

Oxford House, Manotoba

“Of course I have considered going to university.  
I want to teach Cree to the little kids.”
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question 3: “What steps will you take to reach your education goals?”
Following a discussion onthe meaning of university and whether participating students were 
planning on attending university, Dr. Lumpkin asked the participant to answer the following 
question: “What steps will you take to reach your education goals?”. The question garnered 
different kinds of responses from the online participants. Overall,the idea that hard work and 
good grades are essential to accessing postsecondary education was shared by most.

In order to achieve my education goals I will get good grades and try to maintain those good 

grades throughout the term/year. I will study hard when needed, instead of doing other things 

like hangout or watching TV. 

Oxford House, Manitoba

I would finish high school and during the summer I would go to summer school just to learn 

more. My main goal is to finish high school and see if they would even accept me to go to school 

and if they accept me I would just go to school right away. I wouldn’t just try, I would just do it 

for my family, others and myself, just to have a nice long happy life with little bumps along the 

way, knowing life.

Oxford House, Manitoba

To go to university I would have to keep up my attendance and grades. I would also have to 

really focus, especially this year because this year of me in grade 12 determines if I get to finish 

this part of my education goal

Oxford House, Manitoba

To reach my education goals I am going to do researching, which I have already started,  

and getting into more books and studying. Talking to people who have been to university 

would help.

Oxford House, Manitoba 

Here too, an older student provided advice on what could be done to increase the chances of 
reaching postsecondary education goals: 

Tansi, The most important foundational steps to reach your education goals are to commit 

yourself to your studies and get involved on campus as well. I’m in my 2nd year of Native Studies 

and currently the VP-Aboriginal Relations of the Indigenous Students’ Council on campus  

of the University of Saskatchewan. The Indigenous Students’ Council is a student group at the 

University of Saskatchewan. Our purpose is to unify and engage Aboriginal students on campus 

through cultural, academic, and leisure activities. We are a council of eight students and we 

work together to plan and implement programs that fulfill our purpose. Currently there are 

over 1700 Aboriginal students at the University of Saskatchewan and each student desires to 

“There needs to be more recognition of Aboriginal peoples  
in the curriculum and in overall university life.” 



obtain a postsecondary degree or higher. Along the way there will be obstacles and fleeting 

moments of doubt, but the reach for higher education is a journey that students are willing to 

fight for. This journey begins before the students set foot on campus. It begins during high 

school when the students begin to think of their career goals. Some students wish to become 

doctors and lawyers while other students are still contemplating what post secondary education 

can do for them. It is at these moments that our council would like to focus on. For the past year, 

we have worked on creating a role model program designed to connect university Aboriginal 

students with high school Aboriginal students. The goal of this program is to raise awareness 

about postsecondary opportunities available to young students. Since my first year, I’ve been 

diligently involved on campus bringing issues to the table and having solutions. Having a 

comfortable transition was something I eased into but I see a lot of my peers on campus have 

issues transitioning and I felt we on the Indigenous Students’ Council had to do something.

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

The role of universities in First Nations success 
During the dialogue, several participants offered helpful suggestions on what universities could  
do to assist First Nations students in accessing and succeeding in their postsecondary studies.
Suggestions and examples to assist learners in reaching their educational goals included the need 
for Indigenous employees to act as role models, creating a sense of belonging while attending 
postsecondary institutions, raising awareness to dispel racism and discrimination on campuses, 
assisting with access to housing for mature students with families and improving recognition  
of the history and role of First Nations in curricula. 

What universities need to do: There needs to be more recognition of aboriginal peoples in the 

curriculum and in overall university life. An aboriginal language course should be implemented 

ASAP and offered as a language credit. We are forced to learn different migrant languages, but 

yet there is little to no history being taught about our people. And not only history, but present-day 

issues of native people. I no longer want to feel separated from other university populations 

and I think that in order to feel more unified, there needs to be more recognition of our people. 

Thank you!

Halifax, Nova Scotia

It would be nice to see ourselves reflected at university. For example, there are a very few Native 

employees at the school that are Native… It would demonstrate role models, also that our 

education does pay off. Having Native employees would know where we come and understand 

our issues.

Sault Saint Marie, Ontario
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Can the universities work with local housing e.g. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

working with Native housing for mature students with families who live on a fixed income?  

The biggest struggle is the transition for housing.

Sault Saint Marie, Ontario 

University is a huge stepping stone for exploring specific career goals; however bridges must be 

gapped with the realities of being placed within the working world. Not every graduate will  

be employed in their field of studies no matter the success in grades. Our young people of North 

America must realize that career opportunities may lead to relocating off the reservation of 

which they were raised, or other territories according to the diversity of career choices. I see no 

bridges that help our people “hands on” through that transition, and many people end up 

coming home with an education yet have employment barriers. How will AUCC assist in this matter?

Six Nations, Ontario

I am a recent graduate from Dalhousie University and considering going on to graduate school.  

I am considering exploring Canada and the rich cultures like in British Columbia. I have a challenge 

for universities that don’t offer [Indigenous] languages.Language is a requirement to getting  

an undergraduate degree and there is no Mi’kmaw language here. Students should have a choice 

to take Indigenous languages at university.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Universities can help build networks for First Nations students to access undergraduate programs.  

For example, there are three universities in close proximity First Nations communities near 

Halifax. The three universities could work together to offer programs for First Nations students.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

We have Mi’kmaw studies but we didn’t have much opportunity to learn about Mi’kmaw until 

grade 5. This is a great concern.It would be good to learn about our culture and Mi’kmaw language.

Mi’kmaq 

Actually, I would like to raise some awareness that in schools there is hardly any education 

about First Nations peoples. I go to a school off-reserve and there is no education to anyone 

native or non-native about the Aboriginal people. Because of this, non-natives don’t know why 

things are the way they are. About certain rights us as natives peoples have. Because non- 

natives don’t know about this, they tend to feel a tad bit jealous. This has even come out to  

me. People being racist and quite discriminatory to not only me, but the other Aboriginals  

in the school. This could be a reason why students are afraid to go to school. They really don’t 

want to put up with things like racism and discrimination.

Elliot Lake, Ontario
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Questions and concerns
Throughout the dialogue, some participants asked questions and raised concerns on postsecondary 
education. The questions and concerns below were addressed during the conversation, and 
answers were provided by National Chief Atleo and Paul Davidson.

A secondary class was discussing the issue of more First Nations qualified students for postsecondary 
funds through the Federal Postsecondary Student Support Program (PSSSP). An individual noted  
that it is ultimately the band that denies funding.

National Chief: At the community level, this may be the end result but in actual fact, the funding 

allocation for the federal Post Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP) is determined by  

the federal government at the national level.It is then distributed regionaly based on an outdated 

formula per population.From there, First Nations administering organizations distribute the 

community allocation based on guidelines and direction from the federal government2. The 

allocations overall have not kept up with the demands from students.

What percentage of students who enter college actually graduate? What about university?

National Chief: This would be specific to the program/course at the particular institution. 

Graduation rates are difficult to determine as not all First Nations students identify themselves 

to the college or university as First Nations.

I would be interested in hearing Shawn’s (National Chief ) perspective on academic success for  
Aboriginal students. What defines it for both on/off reserve people? What defines it for urban/Métis/
non-status? How do we work towards having postsecondary education as a goal? Thank you.

National Chief: We are focussed on education. The Assembly of First Nations advocates for  

First Nations. The government of Canada recognizes First Nations, Inuit and Métis. Indigenous 

peoples have to be unified. Growing up in cities means there is a different story. There are 

externally imposed visions on us and we have to be conscious of this. And this is where Indigenous 

institutions can help. There is a misunderstanding between the different peoples. Everyone 

needs to be supported no matter where you come from and everyone has to have the opportunity 

for success – to learn about your culture and your language. We need to work together. It is 

about the relationships among the people. Divisions have crept in. We need to build upon what 

we have in common. Our challenge is to be united. Educational institutions, industry and business 

have a role. Engage with each other to build understanding. Decisions need to be made by  

the people, by the grassroots; decisions cannot be top down. Support those roles and support 

each other in moving forward and respect each other along the way. 
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2 These are summaries of the answers provided by Paul Davidson and the National Chief. To see the responses in full, 
visit the Webinar page on the AUCC website. 



On behalf of Shingwauk Anishinaabe Students Association at Algoma U (Sault Ste Marie), we 
understand the need to reach your goals. For Shawn Atleo; what is the status of the 2% spending cap [for 
First Nations education]? There are budget constraints for students especially going to university in  
the cities, students should not be living below the poverty line, with housing issues, travelling expenses, 
etc. For the high school students: The challenges that you will face will be worth it. Utilize all your 
resources, participate in the community as much as you can, be sure to have a loud voice to be heard!

National Chief: The 2% cap is still in place. It is a challenge and a potential threat. Funding and 

threats to funding remain a shared concern. We are working for First Nations control of First 

Nations education and given that Aboriginal youth is Canada’s fastest growing demographic, 

Canada needs to invest in the youth. It is an investment in the future. Past reports and past  

actions point to the need for need recognition for our education systems to be funded on par 

with mainstream. The main point is that you can have a say in your education – it is about 

self-responsibility. We will continue to advocate for increased funding.

I’m not sure how to apply to the right school, how do I find out about programs offered across Canada?

Paul Davidson: Go to the website of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada at 

www.aucc.ca. It lists all of the member universities and institutes. On the AUCC website, you  

will also find a document called, Answering the Call: The 2010 inventory of Canadian university 

programs and services for Aboriginal students, which lists programs and services for Aboriginal 

students. The AUCC website also has scholarship information.

National Chief: There are Indigenous postsecondary institutions across Canada and the United 

States of America and around the world. And there is a national association of Indigenous 

institutions where you can find information about them. They often provide transitional 

programming. This is a reconnection, a rebuilding of our Nations and a recapture of our languages. 

After 15 years of residential schools, their purpose was to take our languages away. I can 

appreciate the comment that was made earlier – the need for institutions to reinforce our 

languages. We need to expand the circle and the networks. 

Conclusion
The Virtual Summit on Indigenous postsecondary education was an excellent collaboration between 
the Assembly of First Nations, the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, Mount 
Saint Vincent University, and Indigenous high school students from across Canada. Held on the 
campus of Mount Saint Vincent University, an institution committed to improving its involvement 
with Indigenous peoples in Canada, the conversation reached out directly to the students whose 
education opportunities AUCC and AFN are working to improve. The information gathered will 
help AUCC’s 95 member institutions and numerous partner organizations to address the concerns 
and better understand the unique needs of Indigenous youth on campus. The Association of University 
and Colleges of Canada and the Assembly of First Nations would like to thank all those who 
participated in the discussion, and would especially like to thank Dr. Ramona Lumpkin and Mount 
Saint Vincent University for hosting the event. 
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