
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
               
 
 

As our languages continue to slip away, we need to progress into a 
state of true fluency. Over the years we have been following a 

curriculum guide, English as a Second Language.  This guide does 
nothing for our verb rich languages. In my Tsuut’ina language there 

are approximately 200 real nouns in contrast to the English vocabulary 
that has more than 20,000 nouns. We waste valuable class time on 

nouns rather than teaching the systems and patterns of our verb based 
languages. All the Ameri-Indian languages have the same structures 

and that is the key in how we need to convey our language. 
It has often been advised that total immersion is the best answer to 
revitalization. Many of the First Nation communities do not have a 

large language pool to effectively create programs such as the Maori 
Nest programs. The language base needs to be created sometime in 

the near future.  
We are so immersed in trying to save our languages that we may find 
that we really did not save anything. We need to work together and 
find the best methods for teaching and learning. We cannot do this 

alone. 
The assistance and benefits that we receive from linguists can never be 

measured. If it was not for linguists we would not be doing the work 
we are doing today. We must find meaningful strategies to integrate 
all the disciplines and speakers to provide a framework to teach our 

languages. 
 



   Invited Presenters   
                            Lorraine Begay –Manavi 
                  Using the Navajo Rosetta Stone as a teaching aid. 
          Rob Matthew  
         Using immersion for teaching Shushwap Chief Atahm School. 
           Rosa Mantla                                                                                                                                                                                              
.         Teaching tłicho by using immersion and pervasive techniques. 
                  Tsuut’ina Gunaha Institute 

         A new innovative way of teaching for teachers and learners.  
 

Tsuut’ina Nation , Alberta, Canada 
 Seven Chiefs Sportsplex 

 January 18 , 19 , 20 , 2013 
 You are invited to submit abstracts to showcase your programs                         
                                            
             Registration and reception Friday , January 18, 2013 
                                               5:00 PM 
        Registration fee 
 Early Bird Conference fee                                      After Dec 15th  
       $300 per person                                                $400 per person 
       $200 per elder                                               $250 per elder 
       $150 per student                                              $200 per student 
 
  

 For more information please contact  The Tsuut’ina Gunaha Institute   
Phone : (403) 238-9455 Fax : (403) 281-0377  Email: gunaha2@telus.net 
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