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UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in order to determine the modalities for the meeting, including 
the participation of indigenous peoples in the Conference. In April 2012, the President of the UN 
General Assembly, Ambassador Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, requested Ambassador Luis 
Alfonso de Alba, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations, and John 
Henrickson, to conduct inclusive informal consultations on his behalf, with a view to determining 
the modalities for the World Conference, including the substantive participation of indigenous 
peoples. Please see attached letter. Ambassador de Alba and John Henrickson carried out 
consultations with Member States and Indigenous Peoples from April - September 2014, on a 
possible modalities resolution for the WCIP. The General Assembly adopted the attached 
resolution on September 17, 2012. This resolution decides how the WCIP will be organized. 
Please see attached document (A/66/L.61). 
  
 The three UN mandates specific to indigenous peoples – UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues, UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples – have also initiated discussions on the World 
Conference in line with resolution 65/198. The Permanent Forum welcomed the opportunity and 
responsibility for playing a central role in the preparations of the World Conference. During 
 the 11 session of the Forum in May 2012, time was devoted to an inter-active dialogue on the 
World Conference, including the importance of the participation of indigenous peoples. The UN 
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples also discussed the World Conference 
under a separate agenda item in July 2012. The Special Rapporteur is also actively engaged in 
 discussions on this critical issue. The three mandates have agreed that the Permanent Forum will 
take the lead role in this process. 
  
CURRENT STATUS: 

As stated above on September 17, 2012 the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution providing 
further direction on the World Conference.  The WCIP will be held on September 22-23, 2014.  
Other organizational details are addressed in the attached resolution. 
 
As part of the preparatory process Indigenous peoples are convening regional preparatory 
sessions to inform and mandate regional representatives to attend a global indigenous peoples 
preparatory conference for the World Conference to be held in Alta, Norway in June 2013, to 
consolidate indigenous peoples’ strategies and positions for the World Conference. 
 
Some regions have held their preparatory sessions. The Arctic regional meeting was held in  
Nuuk, Greenland, as well the Asian region held its regional meeting in Bangkok, Thailand.  
North America has not held a preparatory session yet. 
 
The Co-Chairs for the North American Indigenous Preparatory Caucus for the United Nations 
Permanent Forum have issued an updated notice of a one day preparatory session for the WCIP as  
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part of the usual North American Indigenous Preparatory Caucus session for the up-coming 
United Nations Permanent Forum on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples:  
 

Dear Indigenous Colleagues, 
 
The North American Indigenous Peoples Caucus (NAIPC) Preparatory Meeting will take 
place in the Kumeyaay Territory (now commonly called “San Diego, California”) at the 
Sycuan Resort, March 1 to 3, 2013. The NAIPC meeting is graciously hosted by the 
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation.  
 
Attached please find the draft preliminary NAIPC meeting agenda. It includes both the 
North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting regarding the High Level 
Plenary to be called a World Conference on Indigenous Peoples on March 1, and the 
NAIPC Preparatory meeting for the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
(UNPFII) on March 2, and Other UN-Related work to be dealt with on March 3, 2013.  
 
The NAIPC meeting has been held for several years now to focus our attention on 
preparing for the UNPFII and other UN-related work. Most Indigenous Peoples active in 
the international arena participate in the annual NAIPC meetings. The NAIPC advances 
the consensus-based decisions made by the body to the UNPFII and other UN-related 
fora.  
 
This year, the NAIPC has the additional work of holding the North America Indigenous 
Peoples Preparatory Meeting for the High Level Plenary to be Called a World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples (NA WCIP Preparatory Meeting). We appreciate the 
concern that some people have expressed regarding the fact that the NA WCIP 
Preparatory Meeting has moved from two days to one day. This is directly related to the 
fact that the Global Coordinating Committee (GCG) was not able to provide any money 
up front to meet those costs. The GCG has allocated $35,000 for the NA WCIP 
Preparatory Meeting. Based upon recent communication with the GCG, we fully expect to 
have access to those funds to offset the costs of the NA WCIP Preparatory meeting on a 
reimbursable basis.  
 
We participated in the National Congress of American Indians webinar on the WCIP on 
Feb. 6, 2013. We were surprised to hear Andrea Carmen from the IITC inform the 
participants in the webinar of the following: 
 
Andrea Carmen, Feb. 6, 2013 NCAI webinar: “My understanding with this North 
America caucus meeting is that there will be a general discussion on the first day on the 
world conference but it will not actually be the North America preparatory meeting for the 
world conference since that will take place at a later time, that there is funding coming for 
it. I can just throw that out there, not to create more confusion, but that’s my 
understanding at this point and I think things are kind of up in the air but there may be a 
full-fledged North American Prep Comm that I also strongly encourage and am very 
gratified for the active participation of tribal leaders and tribal governments in North 
America in all of those processes that may come up.” 
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Unfortunately, this statement does create confusion. We do not know by what authority or 
on what basis this statement was made but it has not been discussed among the North 
American representatives to the GCG, nor with the Co-Coordinators of the NAIPC. Debra 
subsequently spoke on the webinar to correct this information for the NCAI webinar 
participants.  
 
The NAIPC is in fact hosting the North American WCIP Prep Com, on March 1, 2013. 
The NAIPC has a number of decisions to make regarding the HLP-WCIP, as reflected in 
the Draft Preliminary Agenda, with regard to our ongoing work and representation in 
relation to the GCG and events leading up to the HLP-WCIP in September 2014. All 
parties from North America are asked to join us for these critical discussions. It is 
important that we stay unified during these very challenging times when our rights will be 
dealt with, in a UN High Level Plenary, being called a World Conference, by state 
governments who originally did not support the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and still have major qualifications (e.g., a comparison of official U.S. 
statements on the U.N. Declaration in 2007 and 2010 demonstrate no substantive 
difference from the time of the U.S.’s “no”vote and its later expression of “support.”) 
 
We also learned that NCAI is also planning a Tribal Leaders Preparatory Meeting on 
Feb. 28 at the Sycuan Resort. Please contact Derrick Beetso at NCAI 
(dbeetso@NCAI.org) for more information on that meeting.  
 
Participants are responsible for their own travel, accommodations, and some meals. A 
group breakfast and lunch will be served each day, and we will have a group dinner 
together on Friday and Saturday evenings, March 1 & 2. That means you will have dinner 
on your own on March 3. 
 
The Sycuan Resort has reserved a block of 80 rooms that are discounted to $106.92 (tax 
included) per night (standard rate is $169.00) for the event. To reserve your room, call the 
reservations line directly at (619) 219-6028 or call the toll free number at (800) 457-
5568. Mention that you are with NAIPC. For more information about the Sycuan Resort, 
please check out their website at: www.sycuanresort.com. The deadline for room 
reservations is February 11, 2013 so please reserve your room early.  
 
If you plan to attend the NAIPC Preparatory Meeting please register as soon as possible 
so we can get an accurate count of the number of participants to the meeting. This is 
particularly important for the meal orders. Please register as soon as possible, and no 
later than February 22, 2013 at the following link: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5174280412 
 
Participants are responsible for making copies of any materials they wish to distribute at 
the meeting. To stay informed, please subscribe to the NAIPC listserve at the following 
link: http://lists.nativeweb.org/listinfo.cgi/naipc-list-nativeweb.org 
 
We look forward to an engaging and productive meeting with you all. 
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Debra Harry 
and 
Arthur Manuel  
NAIPC Co-Coordinators 
 

A resolution was passed at the December 2012 Special Chiefs Assembly which provides basic 
direction as follows: 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs-in-Assembly: 

1. encourages First Nations’ government leaders to become informed about this process and 
opportunities to participate in the preparatory activities and the WCIP in 2014.     

2. urges First Nations leaders and representatives participating in the process towards the World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to promote and advocate for an action-oriented outcome of 
the World Conference, with the aim of achieving full and effective implementation of the rights of 
indigenous peoples, recognized in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.  

3. instructs the Assembly of First Nations Secretariat to assist in the dissemination of information 
about the WCIP and preparatory activities in North America and globally to its members. 

4. urges the National Chief and National Executive to work with other indigenous government 
leaders within the North American Region to facilitate preparatory discussions to develop a 
strong and effective coordinated message and approach to the WCIP. 

5. urges Canada and other States to present reports on what measures they have taken to effectively 
implement the rights in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the 
WCIP. 

6. urges Canada and all States to facilitate the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples’ 
representatives in all UN and other international processes and meetings of relevance to them. 

7. calls upon the United Nation system and all UN member States to ensure and advance the full 
and effective implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and other international standards that recognize, uphold, defend and protect the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, including the right to participate in decision-making and the rights of 
Indigenous Nation governments to participate as such, in all stages of this process including the 
high level plenary session.          

 
The Assembly of First Nations and the Congress of American Indians will be co-hosting a Tribal 
leaders preparatory caucus meeting on Thursday, February 28 at the Sycuan Resort (see attached 
Notice and Draft Agenda). 
 
KEY ISSUES: 
 
A document has been prepared which identifies issues that have been raised and 
recommendations advanced by the North American Indigenous Caucus relating to 
implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
 
Please visit the AFN website at www.afn.ca and click on Implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the Policy Areas section to see more 
information about the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  
 
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) and the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) will 
Co-Host a Tribal Leaders' Preparatory Caucus Meeting for the World Conference on Indigenous 
Peoples one day prior the North American Indigenous Peoples' Caucus Preparatory Meeting for 
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 
  
Background 
 
The United Nations has committed to host a World Conference on Indigenous Peoples in New 
York, NY. The meeting will take place in September 2014 with its purpose being to generate "a 
concise, action-oriented outcome document" in consultation with member states and 
indigenous peoples to "contribute to the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples, pursue 
the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples' and 
promote the achievement of all internationally agreed development goals" (see Modalities 
Resolution). 
  
While this international conference is more than a year away, the preparation and 
organization of it is a critical component and is occurring right now. Each global region (e.g., 
North America, South America, Arctic) will host preparatory meetings where they will discuss 
issues they may want to highlight, as well as decide upon procedural matters such as who 
should participate in drafting sessions, or serve as delegates to their respective caucus. 
  
Tribal Leaders' Preparatory Caucus Meeting 
 
To prepare tribal leadership to participate in this process, NCAI and AFN will host a Tribal 
Leaders Preparatory Caucus Meeting on Thursday, February 28, 2013, from 9am-5pm to discuss 
the 2014 World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. (Meeting Agenda Attached).  
  
Please contact Derrick Beetso at dbeetso@ncai.org or Johanna Pardo at jjpardo@afn.ca to 
RSVP for the Tribal Leaders Preparatory Meeting on the 28th.  
  
Tribal leadership is encouraged to attend this meeting and participate in the preparatory 
process on behalf of their Nations so that the North American Indigenous Peoples' Caucus puts 
forth recommendations to the international community that have been discussed with tribal 
leadership.   
 
Preparatory Meeting Information 
 
The Preparatory Meeting of the the North American Indigenous Peoples' Caucus (NAIPC), will 
host a planning meeting March 1, 2013 at the Sycuan Resort near San Diego, CA (in traditional 
Kumeyaay Territory).    
  
Preparatory Meeting Registration Details: 
Register soon, and not later than February 22, 2013 at: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5174280412. The specific agenda for this preparatory 
meeting is available here (Link NAIPC Meeting Agenda) 
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Lodging Details: 
 
For more hotel information and to make a reservation call Sycuan Resort at 1-800-457-5568 or 
visit online: www.sycuanresort.com 

 
Alternative lodging can be found in the area including a Super 8, 471 Magnolia Ave., El Cajon, 
CA 92020 (1-855-799-6862). Please note however, that special rates have not been negotiated 
with any hotels other than the Sycuan Resort. 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

NCAI and AFN Will Host a Tribal Leaders’ Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples One Day Prior to the North American Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus 

Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

PROPOSED AGENDA FOR TRIBAL LEADERS’ MEETING ON WCIP 

February 28, 2013 -  Sycuan Resort 

1.  Opening and prayer. 

2.  Background on WCIP, its importance to tribes and items for decision. 

 Q and A 

3.  Discussion of decision items and formulation of recommendations. 

 Clarification of procedures and rules for the Caucus 

a. Nominees to fill interim position on the Global Coordinating Committee and to fill 
interim alternate position on the committee. 

b. Discussion of designation of 57 delegates to global indigenous meeting in Alta, 
Norway in June 2013. 

‐ Apportionment between US and Canada 

‐ Proposed designation of those to receive 34 paid slots 

‐ Proposed designation of additional 23 delegates who can pay own way 

c. Expression of support for an indigenous co-facilitator, specifically John Henriksen 

d. Proposed designation of two editors to meet with other regions to come up with 
statement for consideration at Alta meeting. 
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e. discussion and proposal for North American statement to be used in meeting with 
editors of other regions 

‐ Key topics to include as basis for recommendations and to educate states 

‐ The top two or three recommendations for action by the UN 

f. prioritization of themes for discussion at interactive roundtables and panel 
discussion at the WCIP 

g. consideration of nominees to speak at opening of wcip and to be co-facilitators of 
roundtables and panel discussions. 

3.  Close. 
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North American Region Indigenous Peoples Caucus  
Preparatory Meeting 

March 1, 2 and 3, 2013 
Sycuan Resort 

Hosted by the Kumeyaay Nation 
Meeting Sponsors: (TBD) 

 
 

- DRAFT - 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

 

Day One - Friday, March 1, 2013:  North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory 
Meeting regarding the UN High Level Plenary to be called the World Conference (HLP-
WCIP) on Indigenous Peoples 
 
9:00 am  1, Opening Protocols and Prayer 
 

2.  Welcome – Chairman Daniel J. Tucker, Kumeyaay Nation  
 

3.  Overview of Meeting Agenda – Arthur Manuel and Debra Harry, NAIPC Co-
Coordinators 

 
4.  Appointment of NAIPC Meeting Co-Chairs 

 
5. Appointment of NAIPC Rapporteurs 

 
6.  North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting regarding the UN 
High Level Plenary to be called the World Conference (HLP-WCIP) on 
Indigenous Peoples 
- Overview and Background of the HLP-WCIP 
- Report on the Status of the Global Coordinating Group Planning, and decisions to 
be decided by the North American Region - NAIPC Reps to the GCG 

 
12:00 pm Group Luncheon on Patio 
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- Overview of Decisions for NAIPC regarding the upcoming plan of work 
including:  
- Discussion and Decisions regarding themes and issues for the HLP-WCIP 
- Discussion and Decisions regarding designation of North American 
representatives to the Alta Global Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting 
-Discussion and Decisions regarding the designation of members to the drafting 
team for the Global Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting outcome document 
-Discussion and Decisions regarding the representatives to the Global 
Coordinating Committee 
-Decisions and Decisions regarding the development of the HLP-WCIP Outcome 
Document 
- Discussion and Decisions regarding designation of North American 
representatives to the HLP-WCIP 
-Other items. 

 
7.  Draft and Review North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory Meeting 
Report/Statement Regarding the High Level Plenary to be called the World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples (Note: the North American Preparatory 
Meeting Report/Statement may be finalized and approved at end of NAIPC 
meeting, if more time needed.) 

 
6:00 pm   Close of Meeting 
 
  Group Dinner for Meeting Participants 
 
 
Day Two - Saturday, March 2, 2013:  UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

 
9:00 am 8.  Opening Prayer 
 

9.  Overview of the 12th Session of the UNPFII Mandate, Agenda and Key Issues 
to be Addressed – Chief Edward John, North American Expert to the UNPFII  

 
10.  Overview of procedural and logistical information for 12th Session of UNPFII 
- Sonia Smallacombe, UNPFII Secretariat  

 
11. Agenda Item 3. Follow-up on the recommendations of the Permanent Forum: 

    (a) Health 
     (b) Education 
     (c) Culture 
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12:00 pm Group Luncheon on Patio 
 

12.  Agenda Item 5. Comprehensive dialogue with United Nations agencies and 
funds: Financial Institutions.  

 
13.  Agenda Item 6. Discussion and Recommendations Regarding the UN High 
Level Plenary to be called the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 

 
14.  Agenda Item 7. Human rights: 

    (a) Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
          Indigenous Peoples; 
    (b) Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
          peoples and the Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 
          Indigenous Peoples. 
 

15.  Agenda Item 8. Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues of the 
Economic and Social Council and emerging issues. 
 

6:00 pm Close of Meeting for the Day  
 
Evening Group Dinner for Meeting Participants  
 
 
Day Three - Sunday March 3, 2013:  Other UN-Related Work 
 
9:00 am 16.  Opening Prayer 
 

17.  Reports and Recommendations Re: On-Going and New Developments in 
other UN Fora 
 UN Office of the High Commissioner Human Rights 

o Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
o Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
o Universal Periodic Review 
o Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
o Others  

 World Intellectual Property Organization Intergovernmental Committee on 
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge, and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions 

 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
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 Convention on Biological Diversity 
 Others 

 
12:00 pm Group Luncheon on Patio 
  

18.  Appointment of NAIPC Co-Coordinators and other organizational matters 
 

19.  Review and approval of North American Indigenous Peoples Preparatory 
Meeting Statement and Report on the High Level Plenary to be called a World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples 
 
20.  Review and approval of Report of North American Indigenous Peoples’ 
Caucus Report 

 
6:00 pm 21.  Close of Meeting 
 
  Dinner on your own. 

 


