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OVERVIEW 
• Language survival at risk 
• Canadian Indigenous Languages 
• TRC Calls To Action 

– Aboriginal Rights include Language Rights 
– Aboriginal Languages Act/Languages Commissioner 
– Post Secondary Institutions – University and college degree and diploma programs 

• Federal Government Commitments 
– New funding to promote and preserve language and culture 

• Suggested Approaches 
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Traditional Greeting from Regional Chief GoogooThis morning’s session will provide a brief summary of where we are at with respect to First Nation languages.  I will speak briefly to the TRC Calls To Action, the federal government commitments and our existing mandates on First Nation Languages.We will also hear from two presenters who will be sharing their thoughts and experiences in working on Indigenous language revitalization.



Language Survival at Risk 
• Between 1970 and 2005 languages in the Americas have declined by more than 

60%. 
• In the 15th century there were 300 Indigenous languages fluently spoken. 
• Only about 30 of the remaining Indigenous languages of Canada and the United 

States are still spoken by children. 
• Whether or not children still speak the language is a key indicator of its survival. 
• Some linguists say we have only a 5-7 year window to ensure the majority of our 

languages survive. 
• We cannot allow our people to experience such a loss to our traditions and 

culture. 
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It goes without saying that our languages are in a critical state.  Many of our languages are on life support, and that the time for talk is over - only immediate action will suffice to save all but a few of our languages.To think that between 1970-2005 we lost 60% of the indigenous languages is difficult to comprehend, and even more difficult to accept.It’s even harder to imagine that there were over 300 indigenous languages being spoken in the Americas in the 15th century.Now we are at a place in our collective histories where only 30 indigenous languages are being spoken by children.  This is very important as languages being spoken by children is a key indicator of its potential for survival.Many of the linguistic experts give us only a 5-7 year window to save many of the languages now being spoken.  Again making the point the time to act is now, there is no other option.It is up to us to come together with any and all partners to do what we can to avoid such a catastrophic loss of our traditions and culture.



Canadian Indigenous Languages 
• In Canada, there are more than 58 Indigenous 

languages. 
• First Nation languages remain in crisis as only 2 of 

these – Cree and Anishinabemowin (Ojibwa) – are 
predicted to survive. 
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Today in Canada there about 58 Indigenous languages.As noted earlier we are in crisis mode with only three languages expected to survive this century and only two beyond that.  Cree and Ojibway.However, we all know this is the case, the question is what to do about it that gives us the best chance to save as many as possible. 



TRC Calls To Action 
 

– Aboriginal Languages Act   
• Fundamental and valued element of Canadian Society 
• Reinforced by Treaties 
• Federal responsibility to provide sufficient funds 
• Best managed by First Nation communities 
• Funding to reflect diversity 

– Languages Commissioner 
– Aboriginal Rights Include Language Rights 
– Post Secondary Institutions – University and college degree and 

diploma programs 
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The TRC provides advice through the Calls to Action on approaches they feel will support and revitalize First Nation Languages.The TRC seeks to acknowledge the rightful place of First Nation languages, they do this by discussing language rights as Aboriginal Rights, the Calls To Acton also speak to Federal legislation that includes principles such as Aboriginal languages being a valued element of Canadian society and this fact being reinforced by treaties.The Calls to action also highlight the need for funding, funding that respects the diversity of our languages.In addition, the concept of an Aboriginal Languages Commissioner is suggested as a means to promote Aboriginal Languages as well as monitor and report on the adequacy of funding associated with Aboriginal Languages Initiatives, they also highlight the important role that Post-Secondary institutions can play.Again, much has been written on the state of our languages and just as much on how to potentially fix the problem.  What we really need is the political will, financial resources and a sound strategy developed and implemented by our language experts.  On this last point I would remind people to dust off the 2005 report “Towards a New Beginning: A Foundational Report for a Strategy to Revitalize First Nation, Inuit and Metis Cultures.It is important to note this important report and its recommendations represent an excellent starting point for this work, it is further strengthened by support through Chiefs in Assembly resolutions and the various reports such as the TRC and RCAP. Like many of our issues that suffer from a lack of progress, what isn’t needed is more research, what is needed is action. 



Federal Government Commitments 
• We will provide new funding to help Indigenous 

communities promote and preserve Indigenous 
languages and cultures. 

• In the Prime Minister’s Mandate letter to the Minister 
of Canadian Heritage the Minister is instructed to: 
“Work in collaboration with the Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs to provide new funding to 
promote, preserve and enhance Indigenous languages 
and cultures”. 
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Many people are for the first time finding themselves optimistic about our relationship with the Federal Crown.The liberal party has committed to providing new funding and working in collaboration with us to promote and preserve Indigenous languages and culture.It seems on the surface anyway we have the stars aligning for the first time in a long time, or maybe the first time ever, where all the necessary pieces are on the table to make a difference for First Nation languages.So how do we NOT squander this opportunity?  



Next Steps 
• FPT financial resourcing 
• FPT policy and legislative changes 
• Federal Indigenous Languages Commissioner 
• Education Standards and curriculum 
• Collaboration with existing efforts 
• Identification of priority areas for implementation 
• Strategy implementation with technical supports 
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While we have much going for us in terms of political will and with the promise of new funding to do the work, the task remains formidable.However I remain optimistic, we know more funding is desperately needed, we have a commitment on that front from the Federal Government.  I would however say we need a matching commitment from our Provincial Governments as well.  As I said the task is a large one, one that will require all levels of governmental support.In addition to funding we need the various components that elevate our languages to their rightful place in Canada and in a fashion that sustains them at the same level as English and French.  This speaks to the need for legislative, policy and program changes federally and in the Provinces and Territories.  Changes such as the establishment of a Federal Indigenous Languages Commissioner and changes to education standards and curriculum.Recent statistics show that indigenous people are acquiring fluency in indigenous languages as second languages.We need to build on these successes and find ways to grow that success exponentially. I know as well as you, that we have discussed this issue and the potential fixes many times.  What we need now is to implement these plans, properly financed and with all our partners, but most importantly led by our First Nation Language experts.In conclusion the AFN will continue to push all levels of Government to commit the needed resources so that our language champions can begin the much needed work on a national scale.  We will also continue to advocate with the Provinces and Territories as well as education entities to do their part in support of Indigenous languages.Much like in the case of Education we need an honourable process reflective of the Prime Minister’s commitment to work on a nation to nation basis and begin the work necessary to address the First Nation Language crisis in Canada.Right now I will turn things over to our first speaker.  Donna Lahache is the Director Of Education for the Akwesasne Mohawk Board of Education.   
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