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OVERVIEW
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• Canadian Indigenous Languages
• TRC Calls To Action
–
–
–

•

Federal Government Commitments
–

•

Aboriginal Rights include Language Rights
Aboriginal Languages Act/Languages Commissioner
Post Secondary Institutions – University and college degree and diploma programs
New funding to promote and preserve language and culture

Suggested Approaches
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Language Survival at Risk
•
•
•
•
•
•

Between 1970 and 2005 languages in the Americas have declined by more than
60%.
In the 15th century there were 300 Indigenous languages fluently spoken.
Only about 30 of the remaining Indigenous languages of Canada and the United
States are still spoken by children.
Whether or not children still speak the language is a key indicator of its survival.
Some linguists say we have only a 5-7 year window to ensure the majority of our
languages survive.
We cannot allow our people to experience such a loss to our traditions and
culture.
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Canadian Indigenous Languages
• In Canada, there are more than 58 Indigenous
languages.
• First Nation languages remain in crisis as only 2 of
these – Cree and Anishinabemowin (Ojibwa) – are
predicted to survive.
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TRC Calls To Action
– Aboriginal Languages Act
•
•
•
•
•

Fundamental and valued element of Canadian Society
Reinforced by Treaties
Federal responsibility to provide sufficient funds
Best managed by First Nation communities
Funding to reflect diversity

– Languages Commissioner
– Aboriginal Rights Include Language Rights
– Post Secondary Institutions – University and college degree and
diploma programs
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Federal Government Commitments
• We will provide new funding to help Indigenous
communities promote and preserve Indigenous
languages and cultures.
• In the Prime Minister’s Mandate letter to the Minister
of Canadian Heritage the Minister is instructed to:
“Work in collaboration with the Minister of Indigenous
and Northern Affairs to provide new funding to
promote, preserve and enhance Indigenous languages
and cultures”.
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Next Steps
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FPT financial resourcing
FPT policy and legislative changes
Federal Indigenous Languages Commissioner
Education Standards and curriculum
Collaboration with existing efforts
Identification of priority areas for implementation
Strategy implementation with technical supports
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