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NATIONAL CHIEF AT FIRST MINISTERS MEETING ON CLIMATE CHANGE

AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde participated 
in the First Ministers Meeting (FMM) on Climate 
Change, along with leaders of the National Indigenous 
Organizations (Métis National Council and Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami), on March 2 in Vancouver, BC.  This is the 
first time Indigenous leaders met with First Ministers 
(provincial and territorial leaders and the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet members) since the 2005 FMM in 
Kelowna, BC.

Climate change is an urgent issue for First Nations, the 
first to feel the impacts on their people and territories.  
The National Chief maintains that First Nations 
must be fully included in designing and delivering a 
national strategy that respects First Nations rights.  The 

National Chief organized a meeting of First Nations 
Elders, leaders and experts on February 29 and March 
1 to confirm direction and strategy for the FMM.  
Participants spoke strongly, often passionately, about 
their rights and responsibilities to protect the lands 
and waters.

The National Chief went into the FMM with a rotating 
delegation of representatives to ensure maximum 
participation by First Nations.  The AFN delegation 
included MKO Grand Chief Sheila North Wilson, 
Neskolinth Chief Judy Wilson, Athabasca Chipewyan 
Chief Allan Adam and others.  The message was clear: 
full First Nations inclusion, and respect for First Nations 
rights and the principles of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The FMM resulted in the “Vancouver Declaration” which 
recognizes Indigenous rights, Traditional Knowledge 
and the need to involve Indigenous peoples.  Working 
groups are being formed to examine: clean technology, 
innovation and jobs; carbon pricing mechanisms; 
specific mitigation opportunities; and adaptation and 
climate resilience.  Each group will include Indigenous 
peoples.  The groups will report by September 2016 
with recommendations provided to First Ministers by 
October 2016.  Indigenous peoples will be involved in 
this work. 

National Chief Perry Bellegarde, with ITK President Natan Obed and MNC 
President Clément Chartier, speaks at the press conference following the meeting 
with National Indigenous Leaders and First Ministers.
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Survivor Rinelle Harper and family members 
of missing and murdered Indigenous women, 
National Chief Bellegarde, AFN BC Regional Chief 
Shane Gottfriedson, AFN Women’s Council Chair 
Therese Villeneuve and other women leaders, were 
part of AFN’s delegation at the second National 
Roundtable on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls (MMIWG) that took place 
February 26, 2016 in Winnipeg. 

The group representing AFN participated in candid 
discussion with Premiers, federal, provincial and 
territorial ministers, including those leading the 
National Inquiry on MMIWG.  Dialogue focused on 
the need for continued and coordinated action 
prior to and during the National Inquiry as well as 
immediate and urgent attention on the ground. 

National Roundtable participants agreed to 20 
priorities for action in the areas of prevention 
and awareness, community safety, and culturally 
relevant policing measures and justice responses. 

In a joint statement by all participants, National 
Chief Bellegarde said: “The commitments made 

by government representatives today are welcome 
but action on the ground is crucial.  Words must 
lead to results.  We will continue to press at every 
level for action that achieves safety and security 
for Indigenous women, girls and families.”  

Regional Chief Shane Gottfriedson stated:  
“Efforts to prevent and address violence against 
Indigenous women and girls do not start and 
should not end with a National Inquiry.  Today is 
an example of political commitment, and now 
we must see that commitment turn into action.  
We cannot wait until the end of an inquiry to see 
results on the ground.  There are efforts we can 
make now to better ensure the safety of our most 
vulnerable.” 

For more information on outcomes and priorities 
to address and prevent violence against 
Indigenous women and girls visit www.afn.ca 
or directly at: https://news.ontario.ca/opo/
en/2016/02/outcomes-priorities-for-action-to-
address-violence-against-indigenous-women-and-
girls.html.

Indigenous leaders and community members, Premiers, and federal, provincial and territorial ministers participated in the second National Roundtable on Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls on February 26, 2016.
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EDUCATION IS IMPERATIVE TO THE SUCCESS OF CHILDREN, 
AND IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE A SAFE, WELCOMING AND 
CULTURALLY-BASED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT THAT STIMULATES 
LEARNING, CREATIVITY AND CULTURAL EXPRESSION. 

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS DIRECTORS OF 
EDUCATION FORUM – THE FIRST OF ITS KIND

More than 700 people, including First Nation 
Directors of Education from across the country, 
other experts and representatives from the federal 
government, attended the National First Nations 
Directors of Education Forum held in Ottawa 
February 23-24, 2016. 

The Forum provided an opportunity to share 
successful education practices and insight on 
ways to close the education gap between First 
Nations and Canadians.  The Forum also raised 
awareness on the work being done to achieve  
First Nations Control of First Nations Education.  

National Chief Bellegarde opened the Forum by 
encouraging attendees to explore and discuss 
issues relating to education, and collectively 
generate solutions to overcome the challenges 
faced by First Nations learners, educators, 
principals, and Directors of Education.  Education 
is imperative to the success of children, and it 
is essential to provide a safe, welcoming and 
culturally-based learning environment that 
stimulates learning, creativity and cultural 
expression. 

Saskatchewan Regional Chief Bobby Cameron, 
who holds the portfolio for education, addressed 
delegates and spoke to the importance of the 
work ahead.

The AFN is working hard to coordinate a 
collaborative path forward over the next few 
years so that First Nations children have access 
to culturally-appropriate, high-quality education.  
Advocacy efforts are always grounded in the 
principle of First Nations Control of First Nations 
Education.  First Nations children deserve the 
same opportunities as every other child in Canada 
to achieve their full potential.  First Nations have 
every right to predictable, sustainable funding so 
our communities can plan beyond the next year 
and pay teacher salaries that make our schools 
and students competitive with the rest of the 
country.  A new fiscal framework must support 
efforts in strengthening the culture and language 
curriculum in schools.

The Honourable Dr. Carolyn Bennett, Federal 
Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs 
Canada, also addressed the Forum.
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AFOA CANADA 2016 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
On February 17, 2016, National Chief Bellegarde gave 
remarks at the Aboriginal Financial Officers Association 
of Canada 2016 National Conference in Montreal.

The National Chief talked about the importance of AFOA 
as a leading organization in moving forward to close 
the gap.

 “The work you do and have done at AFOA is 
remarkable. You are making a difference. Last summer 
the AFN produced a ‘Closing the Gap’ document. In it 
we outlined First Nations priorities that would finally 
begin the process of eliminating the gap in quality of 
life between First Nations and Canada.  

“We need to lift the 2% cap on annual funding 
increases and move toward sufficient, predictable 
and sustained funding for First Nations communities.  

Nothing will have a more immediate impact in helping 
us Close the Gap than lifting that 2% cap.  We must 
replace the current system of contribution agreement 
funding with proper intergovernmental transfer 
mechanisms.  We need significant investments in our 
infrastructure, clean water, education and health and 
wellness.  We also have the promise that all 94 Truth 
and Reconciliation Calls to Action will be acted on.  
This includes implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People.  

“Great change is upon us.  It’s what we have all 
worked for…so hard and for so long.  So we know that 
both of our organizations are not only right to call for 
transformational change, we must demand it.  And we 
must be leaders who set an example – modeling that 
change ourselves.”

TSUU T’INA NATION HONOURS PRIME MINISTER AND 
NATIONAL CHIEF

Photo credit: Adam Scotti

The Tsuu T’ina Nation honoured Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and National Chief Perry Bellegarde for their 
commitment to Indigenous issues in a bonnet transfer 
ceremony on March 4, 2016.  The leaders received 
headdresses symbolizing accomplishment, respect, 

bravery, and peace-building and were honoured with 
Indigenous names.  Prime Minister Trudeau was blessed 
with the name Gumistiyi, which means “The One Who 
Keeps Trying.”  National Chief Bellegarde received the 
name Xani-tii Sido?i, which means “Sitting Buffalo.”


