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TITLE: Advancing First Nations Control of First Nations Education 

SUBJECT: Education 

MOVED BY: Chief Ava Hill, Six Nations of the Grand River Territory, ON 

SECONDED BY: Debra Foxcroft, Proxy, Tseshaht First Nation, BC 

DECISION: Carried by Consensus  

WHEREAS:  
A. First Nations’ inherent and Treaty rights to self-determination, protected by section 35 of the Constitution 

Act, 1982, includes the right to develop, manage and maintain our own education systems. This is 
reflected in two key policy documents: Indian Control of Indian Education (1972) and First Nations Control 
of First Nations Education (2010), which set out the fundamental goal of true First Nations control over 
First Nations education based on our inherent and Treaty rights. 

B. First Nations education has been chronically underfunded, particularly since the Government of Canada 
imposed a 2 percent cap on funding for First Nations education in 1996. 

C. On February 7, 2014, Canada announced $1.9 billion in funding for First Nations education. On April 10, 
2014 Canada introduced Bill C-33, First Nations Control of First Nations Education Act, into the House of 
Commons. 

D. Resolution 01/2014, passed at the May 27, 2014 Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Special Chiefs 
Assembly rejects Bill C-33 and calls for: 

a. The federal withdrawal of Bill C-33; 
b. Canada to negotiate an agreement on a new fiscal framework and relationship for our 

education systems, in which Canada provides fiscal transfer payments to First Nations; and, 
c. Canada to provide the $1.9 billion immediately with a 4.5 percent escalator to begin closing the 

funding gap for First Nations education until such time as a new fiscal framework is agreed 
upon. 
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E. A Unanimous Statement also passed by the Chiefs-in-Assembly on May 27, 2014 calls for Canada to 
engage in an honorable process with First Nations that recognizes and supports regional and local 
diversity leading to true First Nation control of education based on our responsibilities and inherent 
Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 

F. First Nations are committed to quality education and improving outcomes for our children, through the 
achievement of true First Nations control of First Nations education based on our inherent and Treaty 
rights protected under the Constitution of Canada. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs-in-Assembly: 
1. Reaffirm the fundamental objective of fully achieving and implementing First Nations control of First 

Nations education. 
2. Call on the Government of Canada to engage honourably in a jointly established process to bring about 

improved learner outcomes and the advancement of First Nations control of First Nations education in a 
manner that: 

a. Fully respects regional and local diversity; 
b. Protects and strengthens existing regional education initiatives; 
c. Commits to properly resourced education systems in each region, where culture and language 

are integral components, and appropriate and agreed accountability mechanisms are in place; 
d. Fully respects and reflects partnership and is consistent with Treaty relationships, 

reconciliation required by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, and the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in order to support implementation and 
achievement of First Nations jurisdiction over education; and, 

e. Supports First Nations ultimate transition out from under the Indian Act. 
3. Call on the AFN Executive Committee and designated Regional Education political and technical 

representatives to convene a meeting for the purpose of determining how to proceed to implement 
Resolution 01/2014 and the Unanimous Statement passed by the Chiefs-in-Assembly on May 27, 2014.  

4. Direct that the meeting be convened within two weeks. 


