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ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS 

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES UPDATE – FEBRUARY 14, 2011 

First and foremost, it is essential to note that Assembly of First Nations has no direct 
involvement in any funding or funding allocations related to languages by Canadian 
Heritage.  In fact, AFN has maintained consistent advocacy on the need for reinstatement 
of the original promise of 163Million in languages funding from 2005.  AFN currently 
has no staff in languages and no role in distribution of any kind. 
 
On June 10, 2010, the Assembly of First Nations received a letter from the Director 
General of Canadian Heritage, Aboriginal Peoples’ Program (APP) to provide comments 
on the Aboriginal Languages Initiative (ALI) program review for renewal of authority by 
Friday, July 9, 2010.  

 
As this timeframe was not feasible, an extension was requested and granted, to respond 
following the July AGA held in Winnipeg, MB. On July 20, 2010, a Special Evening 
Languages Strategy Session was held and the recommendation to respond to Canadian 
Heritage’s request was to forward the National First Nations Languages Strategy 
(NFNLS), endorsed by consensus at the AGA, 2007 held in Halifax, NS. This document 
was sent to the Director General of the APP on July 23, 2010. 

 
On December 20, 2010, Canadian Heritage Minister James Moore announced a new 
formula and funding amounts to be made to BC language initiatives. 
 
The Assembly of First Nations received a number of inquiries concerning the new 
funding formula and how it would impact regions across Canada. The AFN sent a letter 
to Director General on January 13, 2011 requesting information on the formula and 
requesting a copy of the ALI consultation report. 
 
AFN received a letter from the Director General dated on December 17, 2010, but not 
received in our offices until January 17th, 2011. It contained a summary of the feedback 
they purport to have received regarding the review of the ALI Program. 
 

Follow up to the Director General resulted in the AFN receiving a template of what the 
regions would now receive and tables from UNESCO Aboriginal Languages, First 
Nations, Inuit, Métis by Province/Territory as of November 12, 2010 by Norris Research. 
These templates were immediately forwarded to AFN languages technicians and 
participants in the National Language Champions group. 
 
Additional requests for the comprehensive final report from Canadian Heritage revealed 
that there is no such report available and an actual funding formula has not been fully 
explained.  
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New Funding Formula provided by Canadian Heritage, January 2011 

ABORIGINAL LANGUAGES INITIATIVE 
 

Allocation by Aboriginal group:     75% ($3,750,000)        First Nations 
                                                         15% ($  750,000)         Inuit 
                                                         10% ($  500,000)         Métis 
 

New Regional Targets* of First Nations’share of $3,750,000 
 

 Historical Amounts New Regional Totals 
British Columbia 232,470  834,400 

Alberta 232,470  270,850 

Saskatchewan 232,470  296,350 

Manitoba 232,470  296,350 

Ontario 232,470  541,150 

Quebec 232,470  393,250 

New Brunswick 
Prince Edward Island 

232,470  148,450 
125,500 

Nova Scotia 
Newfoundland & Labrador 

232,470  125,500 
173,950 

Yukon 232,470  296,350 

Northwest Territories   247,900 

Totals 2,789,640  3,750,000 

    

Difference-Historical/New   $960,360 

 
*Based on UNESCO 2009. Atlas of world languages in danger and Norris, Mary Jane. 
UNESCO Aboriginal Languages, First Nation, Inuit, Métis by Province/Territory. Norris 
Research. November 12, 2010. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 The tables show a shift towards recognition of UNESCO language groups and should be 

reviewed by the Indigenous Nations within each region.  It is noted that there may be 
specific concerns regions want to raise – for example, it has been noted that the Mohawk 
and Mi’kmaq Nations are absent from the Quebec Regional data.   

 AFN is fully prepared to support regional advocacy to the greatest extent possible as well 
as continued work on the broader interests of implementing the Indigenous Languages 
Declaration.  

 
 


